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BWJ 2020 - Reading the Bible TOPICALLY

PENTECOST
SUNDAY

45TH
ANNIVERSARY

Sunday

SSMC’s VISION

Transforming Lives, Expanding His Kingdom
Dear SSMC Church Family,
Greetings.
We live in very exciting and challenging times. In view of the Covid19
Pandemic and its worldwide ramifications, all our lives have been greatly
affected and literally turned upside down. We have had to re-think and
reconsider the way we live our daily lives. What we are so used to and
possibly have taken for granted – going to work, going out for meals,
shopping, exercise, visiting family and friends, going on vacations – all these
are all no longer possible in view of the current situation and the MCO.
Even our Christian faith and the way we used to ‘Do Church’ has not been
spared from this upheaval. We can no longer meet physically in our weekly
Discipleship Groups, Prayer meetings or even on Sundays for Church services.
As an individual Christian, as Christian Families and as the SSMC Church
Family we have had to adjust and adapt to this ‘New Normal’.

All the while we have known in our minds that the Church is people never a
building but the reality of it now hits home when we can no longer gather and
meet in a ‘church building’. We have been so accustomed to doing since time
immemorial. No longer do we ‘go to church’ but now we are called to ‘be the
church’ where we are – in our families, homes and communities. We praise
God that His Church is still very much alive and very well dispersed in the
various communities.
We are also thankful for technological advances that allow us to have emeetings in cyberspace via various platforms and even to have live streaming
Sunday Celebration services. Slowly but surely, many in our midst are
embracing such technology, and church gatherings and meetings are still
continuing though in a very different manner and form.
During such anxious and troubling times, we all need to rise and be the
Church in and to our families, communities and nation. We must rise and be
the Light and Salt in these ‘dark days’ of the pandemic, giving care, hope and
love to those around us, especially to the ‘unseen forgotten’ people in our
society – the poor, the marginalised and the migrants. Pray that as God’s
children we will bring His peace, comfort and care to many who have yet to
know our Saviour.
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SSMC’s VISION

Transforming Lives, Expanding His Kingdom
Because this ‘new normal’ has suddenly descended upon us within a matter of
days and weeks, for many of us, our daily devotional times (our Praying,
Reading, Reflecting, Applying and Yielding to God and His Word) have been
given a new lease of life. In this new season and in these challenging times
ALL THE MORE we need to SEEK GOD for GUIDANCE and DIRECTION and
there is NO BETTER WAY than by READING HIS REVEALED WORD in the
BIBLE.
I trust that as we take time to read through God’s Word, the Bible, from a
totally new perspective (Topics and Doctrines), that we are getting the idea
not only on the approach taken but are beginning to have a better
appreciation and understanding of key biblical topics and doctrines. We tend
to overlook these when we read through the Bible systematically or even
chronologically.
Some short-comings in our first attempt at Reading Through the Bible
Topically in BWJ Vol 1 2020 have been highlighted to us and we have taken
note. Changes have been made in the Vol 2 BWJ 2020 edition and we hope
that it will be more user friendly, manageable and practical. At the end of the
day it is not just the reading of God’s Word, the Bible, that is the focus; but it
is my hope as your Pastor that you will take time to also REFLECT, seek to
APPLY God’s revealed truths into your everyday life and YIELD to the Holy
Spirit’s promptings and guidance.
In Vol 1 BWJ 2020, we included the Lent Meditations and Reflections which I
trust have ministered to many of you in special and tangible ways. In this Vol 2
BWJ 2020, we have included write ups on our various Missions Partners so
that you will have a better appreciation of their ministries and how to pray for
them. This is a build up to our 45th Anniversary Gift Day for Missions which we
will celebrate on Sunday 24th May 2020. What form that will take is yet to be
determined. Please pray.
So do the ‘3Ds’ in this special season of ‘staycation’ and spend ‘extra-time’
with God and with family.
Stay Home and Stay Safe.
Ps Swee Ming
April 2020
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

Begin with Prayer, asking God through His Holy Spirit to:
• Give you understanding as you READ and REFLECT on His Word
• Grant you discernment & wisdom to APPLY God’s Word
• Graciously enable you to YIELD in humble submission to His
transforming Word
Take note of the KEY DOCTRINE for the week.
Then Read the daily Scripture Passages as well as the Key Verses. Please try
to use a easily understandable Bible version eg. NIV, ESV or NLT.
After reading the Scripture Passages proceed to read the short
introduction on that day’s sub-theme. This will help to give a better
understanding of the particular doctrine under consideration….
It will be helpful if you:
• Try to see the linkage between the Scripture Passage(s) and the Weekly
Key Doctrine and Daily Sub-Theme.
• As always asking WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY & HOW of the
scripture passages read will be helpful.
• Take note of REPETITIONS, SIMILARITIES and CONTRAST as well as
sentences that begin with - BUT, THEREFORE, BECAUSE, IF and THEN.
To APPLY, sometimes it’s helpful to ask :
• Is there a lesson to learn?
• Is there a command to obey?
• Is there a sin to avoid?
• Is there an example to follow?
• Is there a promise to claim and keep?
• What encouragement or comfort may I gain?
• What new perspective is God showing me?
OR just to be still in the Lord’s Presence and ask Him to speak to you what
is that ONE THING you need to learn from today’s reading and how can it
be applied in my life to bring about life transformation?
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

“To the degree & to the extent that I yield and submit to the Holy Spirit in my life,
God’s Kingdom will come more and more into my life, my family, my Discipleship
Group, my work, my Church & my community.”

My Prayer
Close in THANKSGIVING prayer for all that you have learned:
• Pray for obedience and strength to faithfully work out the ONE THING
that you have been reminded by His Holy Spirit.
• Bring to the Lord any prayer request that you may have for yourself,
family, church, work, friends in the area of health, guidance,
relationships, protection, provision etc.
• Good to write down key prayer items as a reminder of what and when
you brought them before the Lord.
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
The daily readings for BWJ 2020 has been formatted as such:
Date

MAY 4, MONDAY

SCRIPTURE READING

Gen 1:26-31; Psa 24:1-10

Stewardship

Psa 24:1-2

KEY DOCTRINE

KEY VERSES

SUB-TITLE

Principle of Ownership
There are four important principles about biblical stewardship.
TFTD: Are you being a good steward of God?

INTRODUCTION / SUMMARY TO SUB-TITLE
TFTD: ThoughT for the day

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

JOURNAL YOUR REFLECTIONs & PRAYER here
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 4, MONDAY

Gen 1:26–31; Psa 24:1–10

Stewardship

Psa 24:1–2

Principle of Ownership
There are four important principles about biblical stewardship:
1. The Principle of Ownership. In the beginning of Genesis, God creates everything
and puts man in the Garden to be fruitful and to rule over all the earth. God called
Adam and Eve to exercise authority over the animals, plants, seas, rivers, sky, and
the environment. They were not to exercise authority like a reckless tyrant who has
carte blanche to do anything he wants, for God didn’t make Adam and Eve owners
of the earth. God owns everything. He made them stewards of the earth, who were
to act in His name and for His glory. Therefore, stewardship expresses our
obedience regarding the administration of everything God has placed under our
control, which is all encompassing. Stewardship is the commitment of one’s self
and possessions to God’s service, recognizing that we do not have the right of
control over our property or ourselves.
If we are responsible to God as our Master, then learning his desires is one of the
steward's chief responsibilities. Making decisions that honor him, as good stewardship
demands, means knowing his likes, dislikes, vision, and values. Do you know what God
expects of you in each area of your life?
TFTD: Are you being a good steward of God?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 5, TUESDAY

Gen 2:15–25; Psa 127:1–5; Pro 30:7–9

Stewardship

Gen 2:15

Principle of Responsibility
2. The Principle of Responsibility. Although God gives us “all things richly to enjoy,”
nothing is ours. Nothing really belongs to us. In Gen 2:15 God commands man to
work it and to take care of it. God gives man a job — that work is the stewardship
of all of the creation that God has given him. This command to work and keep is
key to understanding the responsibility that is given to human beings, which goes
with the privileged status of being made in God’s image and being given dominion
over the earth. God owns everything; we’re responsible for how we treat it and
what we do with it. While we complain about our rights here on earth, the Bible
constantly asks, ‘What about your responsibilities?’. Owners have rights; stewards
have responsibilities. Children are a gift from the Lord (Psa 127:3) and so is our
‘daily bread’ (Pro 30:8). All we have is from the Lord (Psa 16:5) and we are just
stewards of them.
TFTD: Are you playing your part in stewarding the environment, family, finances and
time?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 6, WEDNESDAY
Stewardship

Mat 25:14–30
Rom 14:12; Heb 4:13

The Principle of Accountability
3. The Principle of Accountability. We are all stewards of the resources, abilities and
opportunities that God has entrusted to our care, and one day each one of us will
be called to give an account for how we have managed what the Master has given
us. This is what Mat 25:14-30 teaches us. Like the servants in the Parable of the
Talents, we will be called to give an account of how we have administered
everything we have been given, including our time, money, abilities, information,
wisdom, relationships, and authority. How have you fared with what God has given
you in these areas at different stages in life? What steps can you take to rectify
your failings? Have you been a good responsible steward of your ‘talents’ from
God?
TFTD: TODAY, if your Master calls you to give an account for your ‘talents’, how will you
reply ?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 7, THURSDAY

Mat 25:34–46; Col 3:23–24

Stewardship

Col 3:23–24; Eph 6:7–8

Principle of Reward
4. The Principle of Reward. The Bible shows us in the Kingdom parables (eg. Mat 13)
that faithful stewards who do the master’s will with the master’s resources will be
rewarded – sometimes in this life, but definitely in the life to come. We need to be
faithful stewards of all God has given us within the opportunities presented
through his providence to glorify Him (Mat 5:16), serve the common good and
further his Kingdom.
There are times when what we do may not be appreciated or seen by men but God
sees, remembers and will reward accordingly (Col 3:23-24). Have you been faithful in
using whatever God has given you, be it little or much?
TFTD: Why do you obey and serve God? Is it wrong to expect reward from God? What
are the consequences if our motive in being faithful is to expect reward from God?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 8, FRIDAY

Mat 25:14–30; Gal 6:7–10

Stewardship

1 Co 15:58

Relationship between Master and Steward
In the Parable of the Talents (Mat 25:14-30), there are some important lessons to
learn regarding a steward’s role and his relationship with his master.
1)
2)
3)
4)

The master determined the amount each steward was to manage.
The master expected each steward to be faithful with his wealth.
Good responsible stewardship was the primary concern, not the profit gained.
The unfaithful steward perceived the master as a hard man and so driven by fear
he failed in his role as a steward. His fear was so great it clouded his actions.

Similarly how we perceive God as our master can affect our response to Him and how
we serve Him. All believers need to know and be reassured that we have a loving
heavenly Father who has good plans for His children (1 Joh 4:9-10, Jer 29:11).
TFTD: Taking stock of your life today, are you investing your God-given talents or are
you guilty of “burying” them? If it is the latter, please take time and make your peace
with God.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 9, SATURDAY

Luk 12:15–21; Mat 6:19–21; 1 Ti 6:6–10

Stewardship

1 Ti 6:10

Financial Stewardship
Financial stewardship is important because money can either draw people closer to
God and others, or do the opposite.
Parable of The Rich Fool (Luk 12:15-21) : The rich man’s attitude to his wealth was
selfish and self centered, keeping him from seeing God’s blessing and using it to bless
others who were less fortunate.
The Rich Young Ruler (Luk 18:18-24). His wealth was an obstacle to his relationship
with God and Jesus asked him to make a decision. He chose money and walked away
sadly because he could not have both.
Woman with the alabaster perfume (Mar 14:3-6). She lavished the perfume on Jesus.
The disciples were horrified at the waste but Jesus recognized her love, devotion and
relationship for Him was far more important to her than her possession.
TFTD: When was the last time you thanked God for blessing you with what you have?
Am I also guilty at times of prioritizing my possessions before God and my service to
Him?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 10, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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MAY 10, SUNDAY

Mother’s Day Reflection
He Sings Over You (Zep 3:17)
I make myself a cup of coffee and sit down in my big red chair. It is not even six in
the morning. In the last week I have slept a sum total of 10 hours. I am severely
lacking and beginning to think sleep is a thorn in my flesh and I will never make
friends with it as long as I am on this side of heaven. I’m coping, but barely.
I caught a glimpse of myself in the mirror as I walked by. A messy bun and dark
circles have become my wardrobe. I don’t feel pretty anymore. I am wearing my
weariness for all to see. I feel and look like a shell of the girl I used to be. To top it
off, yesterday I yelled at my girls. Like a lot. I was the yeller mommy who could not
yell loud enough to get them to do what I wanted them to do.
I sit down, put my feet up on the ottoman, and wrap my hands around the warm
mug. I show up here almost every morning because I am broke and in need of the
truth of God to wash over me fresh. He meets me regardless of what I look like or
how I’ve been behaving. I close my eyes and release my heart to His. His response to
me is a song.
“Is that joyous choir I hear? No, it is the Lord himself exulting over you in happy
song” (Zep 3:17 TLB)
The Lord himself sings over me. He bursts into song over you as well. In the middle
of our lives, mussed-up hair, dark circles, and craziness, the existing supreme God is
singing over us. I know this because in this passage, the people God is singing over
have not been role model followers. The have rebelled. They have lived in
oppressive exile. They are scattered and lost. But guess what? God doesn’t sing over
them because they are great. He sings over them because He is great and He loves
them with a powerful transforming kind of love.
Matthew Henry says, “The great God not only loves his saints, but He loves to love
them.” His song woos them back to Himself and into the relationship He longs to
keep with them. He longs to restore them and shelter them from their enemies and
oppressors. He loves to love them like this. It is who He is and always has been.
God’s song will calm your fears and hold you in peace. It has that type of power. Let
it dig down into the depths of your weary soul and breath life and peace into your
day. That is what it is meant to do.
Pray with me?
Lord, let me hear the song you sing over me today as I pack lunches, listen to
constant chatter, referee arguments and cook dinner. Let it revive my heart and draw
me close to you. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Sing: “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”.
(Adapted from “Hope for the Weary Mom” by Stacey Thacker & Brooke MCGlothlin)
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MAY 11, MONDAY

Psa 105; Act 2; Rom 1

Evangelism

Rom 1:16–17

Announcing the Good News
The word evangelism comes from the Greek word ‘euangelizo’ which means to
announce the ‘euangelion’ which is the gospel/ good news. Evangelism is the
responsibility of every Christian (Mat 28:18-20).
The Apostle Paul describes himself as
i.
obligated to preach the gospel
ii.
eager to preach the gospel and
iii. not ashamed to preach the gospel (Rom 1:14-16)
‘Evangelism MUST NOT be defined in terms of its results for this is not how the word is
used in the New Testament’ — John Stott. Those who had been scattered preached
the word (evangelized) wherever they went (Act 8:4). Philip preached the gospel in all
the towns (Act 8:40). Were there converts? We do not know. To evangelise is to
preach the good news irrespective of results. Let us make use of every opportunity to
share the good news. It is God Who calls people to Himself.
TFTD: When was the last time you shared the gospel with someone?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 12, TUESDAY

Act 4:1–20; Rom 3:21–26; 1 Co 15:1–8; Isa 53

Evangelism

Joh 3:16; Act 4:12

The Gospel Message
Four Elements of the Gospel Message
1. Gospel Events
The death of Jesus was ‘according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God’
(Act 2:23-24). The resurrection was a divine vindication. Jesus was brought from
the place of a curse (the cross) to the place of honour and authority at God’s right
hand (Phi 2:6-11).
2. Gospel Witnesses
The apostles’ proclamation of the gospel was according to the Scriptures and
according to the evidence of their own eyes. We preach a biblical Christ not a Christ
according to our own fancy (1 Co 15:1-8).
3. Gospel Promises
Christ promises the forgiveness of sins and the gift of a new life through the
indwelling Holy Spirit (Act 2:38,39).
4. Gospel Demands
i) Repent
ii) Be baptized – always set in its context of repentance and faith
iii) Faith – a total, penitent and submissive commitment to Christ.
(Reference: The Biblical Basis of Evangelism by John Stott)
TFTD: Is this the Gospel you know and proclaim?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

18

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

REFLECTION / NOTES
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PRAYING FOR OUR MISSIONARIES & MISSIONS PARTNERS

A Sending Church: The Beginnings of Missions in SSMC
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MAY 13, WEDNESDAY

Act 8:26–40, 10:1–48; 1 Co 2:1–5; Exo 4:10–12

Evangelism

Mat 5:16

Eloquence Not Needed
“It is the Holy Spirit, not we, who converts an individual. We, the privileged
ambassadors of Jesus Christ, can communicate a verbal message; we can demonstrate
through our personality and life what the grace of Jesus Christ can accomplish…But let
us never naively think that we have converted a soul and brought him to Jesus
Christ…No one calls Jesus Lord except by the Holy Spirit.” — Paul Little
• The Holy Spirit Empowers
When sharing the gospel message, depend wholly on the Holy Spirit. It is not about
our eloquence or cleverness.
• Obedience is Key
When the Holy Spirit impresses a name (or face) in our minds coupled with a
prompting to share the Good News, OBEY!
• Indescribable Joy
When someone receives Christ as his Saviour, he has crossed over from death to
life (Jn 5:24). We rejoice with an inexpressible joy! Read Lk 15:10.
TFTD: Pray for a friend/family member to know Christ as Saviour.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 13, WEDNESDAY
Praying for our Missionaries

Henry Cheah - Bolivia
One of the ministries that I have been involved in is missions mobilizing and it´s
encouraging to see how God is working among the believers and churches from where
they were then to where they are today.
Talking about missions some 20 years ago was like facing a brick wall with so many
hurdles among which was the mind-set of people. There are now a good number of
workers out in some of the neediest places on earth and they need a lot of prayers.
There are still churches today that haven´t show much or any interest in missions. Ask
God for open doors and giving me key contacts to enter some of these churches.
Finally praise God for raising up a new generation of young people that are influencing
their churches to reach out to unreached people groups.
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MAY 14, THURSDAY

Luk 15:1–10; Act 9:1–22; 2 Co 5:11–21

Evangelism

Rom 10:14-15

If Not Us, Who?
Evangelism does not come easily to most of us. We feel
i. awkward talking about our faith
ii. we do not know enough
iii. we do not have the gift of evangelism
iv. we’d rather avoid ridicule and rebuffs
Four Reasons Why We Must Proclaim the Gospel
1. A Command to Obey
Our risen Saviour’s commission is to the entire church (Mt 28:18-20; Jn 20:21).
2. Judgment for Sin is Certain
William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, once told his students, “If I had my
choice, I wouldn’t send you to school, I’d send you to Hell for five minutes, and
you’d come back real soul winners.” Read Ro 6:23; Heb9:27.
3. Ambassadors for Christ
We are compelled by Christ’s love and entrusted with the message of
reconciliation. If we do not tell, who will? Read 2 Co 5:18-21; Ro 10:14-15.
4. Increasing Faith
Our faith increases when we see the Holy Spirit at work.
TFTD: Am I being a good Ambassador for Christ in my family, workplace and
community?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 14, THURSDAY
Praying for our Missionaries

“G & M “
A couple from SSMC (G & M) are serving China’s Church as trainers and mentors for
cross-cultural workers, and coaches to leaders in their efforts to learn about disciplemaking and taking the gospel to unreached nations.
Some of the challenges they are facing:
• Chinese leaders are unaware of the unreached world, and the kind of workers
needed for the work
• Most of those who are sent are unskilled and untrained in cross cultural living
• Tightening situation in China is affecting the overall work
Prayer Requests:
• Protection, opportunities to build relationships and share the Kingdom message, and
make disciples in unreached nations for them and their mentees (Eph 1:17-19 and
Col 1:9-11)
• Chinese leaders to understand Father’s heart, what is needed to do His will, and have
wisdom to work within the restrictions (Matt 10:16)
• Father to protect and link their hearts together with their children and grandchildren
despite the distances and time apart
Rev 7:9 “Behold… a great multitude… from every nations, and all tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb…”
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MAY 15, FRIDAY

Joh 4:1–42; Act 16:25–34; 1 Co 9:19–27

Evangelism

Rom 1:16; 1 Pe 3:15

Ready to Share
Prepare to share the gospel.
1. PRAY for Christ’s compassion for people. Make a list of names and pray regularly
for them. Pray for God to also direct us to people whose hearts He has already
prepared. In my first year in university, I prayed I would have a new friend to share
the gospel with. I met another first year student at the bus stop. Our rented rooms
were just a road away from each other! We became friends and over the months I
shared Christ with her. The Holy Spirit led her to faith in the Lord Jesus.
2. “TRY TEARS” —General Booth telegrammed these two words to his two officers
who were experiencing frustration and failure at a new rescue mission.
3. LEARN a simple presentation of the gospel message using simple language.
4. MEMORISE gospel Scripture verses.
5. GROW in commitment and obedience to the Lord.
TFTD: Share your personal testimony of how you came to accept Jesus with someone
today.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 15, FRIDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

Wawasan Penabur
Wawasan Penabur is a ministry with a two-fold focus: to sow BM Christian resources and
to bridge Christian communities. The majority of Christians in Malaysia are BM-speaking
(67%).
Seeing a dearth of BM Christian resources, we embarked on a journey to publish BM
Christian materials to help build disciples in their relationship with Christ. Our constantly
growing catalogue of books stand at over 150 titles to date, catering to different age
groups from pre-school to adults.

Wawasan Penabur also helps bridge Christian communities by challenging believers
everywhere to assist the BM-speaking Christians in terms of resources, equipping and
theological education via partnerships with Bible schools, scholarships and ad-hoc
projects.
Challenges
Most BM-speaking Christians do not have a reading culture and are occupied by
everything else but spiritual matters.
Prayer Needs
Pray for each generation of BM-speaking believers to mature, encourage and empower
one another, and for God-fearing leaders within each generation.
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MAY 16, SATURDAY
Evangelism

Mat 13; Joh 17
Pro 11:30; Rev 7:9–10

Sow the Seed: Use Tracts/Gospel Booklets
“When preaching and private talk are not available, you need to have a tract ready…
Get good striking tracts or none at all. A touching gospel tract may be the seed of
eternal life… do not go out without your tracts.” — Charles Spurgeon

Well-written tracts and gospel booklets can be effective tools in evangelism.
1. Use them to assist you to share the gospel message.
2. Leave them with someone you meet or someone you’ve begun a faith/gospel
conversation with.
3. Give tracts (in their own languages) to migrant and foreign workers you meet in
your neighbourhood, shops and restaurants.
The Holy Spirit can use the Biblical truths in the tracts/booklets to bring understanding
and conviction, and direct the reader to the Saviour. For many, it could be the first
time they are hearing the good news of salvation.

TFTD: Get copies of gospel tracts and booklets from the church and share the good
news!

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 16, SATURDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

Scripture Union
Scripture Union is called to reach the next generation with God’s Word. We have a 10year roadmap to reach and disciple thousands of children and young people throughout
Malaysia.
Though there are challenges, we want to give thanks to the Lord that the doors are
open. Pray that we will know how to seize the opportunities to effectively share the
Good News and help the next generation engage with God’s Word.
Pray for the existing staff – for wisdom & discernment, strength, good health and
protection as we travel to schools, churches and various communities to serve.
Pray that God will supply more workers of the right kind so that we can grow the work
and impact many more lives.
Pray that God will raise many more partners who will serve with us as volunteers and
who will pray for & with us.
Pray that God will provide all the resources necessary for the ministry for the next 10
years.
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MAY 17, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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REFLECTION / NOTES
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MAY 18, MONDAY
Missions

Jon 1:1–3:10
Mat 28:18–20

A Mission To The World
The word ‘nation’ in Scripture refers to a people who have a common language,
culture and/ or geographic ties. These ‘nations’ are called ‘people groups (PG)’.
The world population (Aug 2019) is 7.7 billion. Current data suggests there are about
17,000 distinct PG. Out of it about 7,000 PG have never heard the name of Jesus, not
even once! Over 42% of the world’s population live in these 7,000 PG. They are namely
Tribal, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Chinese Folk religions and others.
The church is growing rapidly in many places, but in some ‘restricted countries’ the
work is much harder and more difficult .
It will take both a love for the lost and a well-directed effort to reach these PG for
whom Christ died. The task is great, yet achievable if we will just see the need, pray,
listen, and obey. Then the Great Commission of our Lord will be completed in this
century (Mat 24:14). Be a part of it.
TFTD: What does this statement: “His Last Command – Our First Concern”

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 18, MONDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

Antioch Missions
Antioch Missions serves the church and the people of China.
Prayer:
Apart from sending out the monthly China prayer letter across Malaysia, our Malaysian
leader Anne Khoo gathers monthly in SSMC, with all who will come, to seek the Lord in
prayer for China.
Support:
Antioch Missions places Bible teaching materials into the hands of Chinese believers
through our SD card project. Each card, distributed widely across China, contains over
one thousand items. We bring the word of God to believers who lack the kind of help.
Care:
Antioch Missions cares for orphans, the handicapped and the poor in 3 different
locations in the North West of China. We bring food, health and hope to the
marginalised.
Teams:
Antioch Missions in Malaysia offers teams that travel into China to pray, serve and share
the good news of Jesus Christ.
For more information write to Anne Khoo <antiochmalaysia@gmail.com>
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MAY 19, TUESDAY

Rom 10:1–15; 1 Co 3:1–15

Missions

Rom 10:14–15

“Short-term Mission” (STM)
“Short-term Mission” (STM) is the involvement of believers with an aim of proclaiming
the gospel message through word and deed. Depending on the situation, STM can vary
from a week (generally) to even three weeks. Eg. Peter and John went on a STM to
Samaria to see how believers were doing after the preaching of Philip (Act 8:14).
God has used STMs to accomplish His purposes. It is important therefore as co-workers
with God to embrace the place of STM in our lives and to allow God to accomplish his
eternal purposes through us.
For SSMC, STM is part of our missions DNA make-up. Church Members are encouraged
to plan and budget to go for at least ONE STM each year. We have only one aim and
focus – Church Planting. It is also our prayer and hope that long-term missionaries will
be birthed through their experiences during STM.
TFTD: Which STM will I join this year 2020? Can plan STM as a DG project.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

33

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 19, TUESDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

BKNS
The “S” project is a partnership of 6 denominations focusing on three main areas:
Translation, Literacy and Scripture engagement.
In 2019, the team published three volumes with 14 books including three Old Testament
portions, the four Gospels and some epistles. We are expecting the New Testament to
be completed by 2022!
The Literacy team started going to local schools to teach the S orthography.

“S” churches in about a dozen villages have begun Bible listening groups. We hear
testimonies of people being saved and people growing in faith as a result of these
listening groups.
One of our translators, Adam, testified about how God was changing his life through the
Scriptures. “When people try to correct me, I get offended but when God speaks to me
through the Scripture, I find myself listening and obeying.”
Let’s pray that others in the “S” community experience the same transformative power
of Scriptures.
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MAY 20, WEDNESDAY
Missions

Mat 10:5–42
1 Co 3:7–9

“Frontier Mission” (FM)
“Frontier Mission” (FM) involves reaching out to an Unreached People Group (UPG)
(where Christ is not yet known) with the gospel with a long-term aim of establishing an
indigenous church. Classically in the past, preparation included language-learning,
cross-cultural studies, and relationship-building skills.
Today many ‘restricted nations’ are closed to the traditional missionary model.
Entrance into such FM will include qualified Professionals using their skills and abilities
- the Business As Missions (BAM) model. Their work and witness will not be easy and
they will need to “Be strong and of good courage … (and you)… will be prosperous and
successful… for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” – Jos 1:6-9
There are also Timothy-types who left his home town of Lystra and went over to
Ephesus in answering to the call (1 Ti 1:3).
TFTD: Pray that God will raise up ‘Timothies’ from within our midst so that when God
calls, they will respond, be equipped and go …

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 20, WEDNESDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

Interserve
Our purpose is to make Jesus Christ known through holistic ministry, in partnership with
the global church, amongst the neediest peoples of Asia and the Arab World.
Our vision is to see lives and communities transformed through encounter with Jesus
Christ.
Our values that gives us our distinctive culture describe who we are and how we aspire
to grow.

They are:
i.
Dependence on God
ii.
Community
iii. Oneness in Christ
iv. Partnership
v.
Integrity
vi. Holistic
vii. Servanthood
Our prayer points are as follows:
1) Visa availability for new applications and renewals.
2) Financial support for field workers and office administration support
3) Good health especially for workers serving in countries with harsh climate
4) Opportunities and open doors for fruitful ministry
5) Ask our Lord of harvest to send more workers to the harvest field
6) Wisdom in governance and unity for leadership
7) Support for local office staff and recognition that their role as senders are essential
8) God’s protection and favour
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MAY 21, THURSDAY

1 Ki 17:7–16; Phi 4:10–23; Mat 6:19–21

Missions

2 Co 8:5

Invest In Mission
God is saving the world through the work of missions and He is Jehovah Jireh, “The
Lord will provide”.
When God sent His Son to do the work of missions on the earth, He provided for Him
specifically through the women who generally had a low standing in that society (Luk
8:1-3). Similarly, when God sent Elijah to Sidon, he commanded a widow to provide for
him (1 Ki 17:9). Paul was being supported by the Philippians who were extremely poor
(2 Co 8:1-5; 11:9)
God calls ALL HIS PEOPLE to mission: some to go, some to support and others to ‘sow’
into missions. God is bigger even than our finances for “He owns the cattle on a
thousand hills” (Psa 50:10). Jim Elliot wrote : “He is no fool who gives what he cannot
keep, to gain what he cannot lose!“
TFTD: What role do I play in God’s Mission to the world? Am I truly fulfilling my role to
the best of my ability?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 21, THURSDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

Malaysian Care
A story by a Malaysian Care Staff:
For years I have responded to God’s call to serve Him among the poor and marginalised. I
am tired. Yet, today as I stepped into the low-cost flats, there’s fresh stories of
brokenness and injustice that tell me there is work still to be done. Today as I showed the
wealthy businessman he could do more than giving Christmas gifts to the orphanage
annually, he could not imagine investing more time. Today as I spoke to lawmakers, they
are too buried in plans on being a developed nation to attend to the poor who has been
impoverished by impacts of development for six decades. God, “Send me your light and
your faithful care, let them lead me”. Let them lead my heart into Your life-giving, peacegiving and grace-giving presence. I need them often and repeatedly, to sustain my walk
with You within the story of your continuous redemption. My soul finds hope in You and
praises You (Ps 43:5).
Pray for:
1)

Malaysian CARE's church deputation team, as they interact with churches
throughout Malaysia, to be effective in increasing awareness and responses from
churches to be visible expressions of God's love, compassion and justice.

2)

Malaysian CARE's advocacy initiatives, as we engage lawmakers of our country, to
plan and act justly in full consideration of the wellbeing of those living in poverty,
eg. indigenous communities, prisoners, people living with the impact of HIV and
AIDS.

3)

Malaysian CARE's team members who serving the poor, destitute and hopeless on a
daily basis, to have the grace, strength and hope from the Lord each day as they
reach out in faith to help.
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MAY 22, FRIDAY

Jos 1; 2 Co 1:8–14

Missions

Eph 6:18–19

Intercession For Missionaries
God’s Kingdom is slowly but surely growing and everyone can be a part in this move of
the Spirit by praying faithfully for our workers – our ‘sent out ones’ labouring in the
‘harvest field’. Our continued prayers will assist them in fulfilling all that God has
purposed through their lives and ministry.
Prayer focus:
1. COURAGE: Pray that missionaries will continue to be strong and courageous (Jos
1:9) in sharing the Gospel despite opposition, harassment, possibility of arrest (1 Co
16:9) and even martyrdom.
2. PHYSICAL NEEDS: Pray that their physical needs will be met by and through God’s
people and church.
3. UNITY: Pray that workers in the field will be united among themselves and with the
indigenous church leaders they are discipling.
4. TRAINED LEADERS: Indigenous Church leaders and pastors need to be properly
trained, equipped and grounded to avoid false teachings and cults taking root.
Spiritual warfare is very real and needed in the mission field. Our ‘sent out’ ones need
to be covered and backed up by a praying church.
TFTD: Take time to pray for one of our ‘missionaries’ out there.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 22, FRIDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

Operation Mobilization (“OM”) in Malaysia
At Operation Mobilisation it is our hearts’ deep desire to see vibrant communities of
Jesus followers among the least reached. We currently have 3,400 workers - from 115
nations, serving in over 110 countries and on board our ship, Logos Hope – who all have
one thing in common: We love Jesus and we believe He has the power to change
everything.
As we go to those who have never heard about Jesus, we partner with others who want
to journey together to live out the gospel, bringing hope to people in physical and
spiritual need. OM believes that when the gospel of Jesus is lived out in a community it
will begin to transform and bring hope.
OM in Malaysia’s primary role is to mobilise and equip Malaysian believers for mission.
We currently have over 30 Malaysians serving long-term all over the world, and we
facilitate short-term trips for individuals or groups/churches. We also have been
organising TeenStreet in Malaysia for the past 15 years - a discipleship camp for teens
aged 13-17 that now runs in two locations, Sabah and Semenanjung.
Prayer points:
1) For more Malaysians to rise up and take the Gospel to the ends of the earth.

2) For Chinese-speaking staff to join the team to work with the Chinese church, and
simply for more workers in the harvest field.
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MAY 23, SATURDAY

1 Sam 3; Act 9:1–30; Jam 4:13–17; 1 Co 9:24–27

Missions

Eph 5:15

Making Our Life Count
How to find out if God has called you into specific mission field:
1. Start by reading your Bible with the question: “What does this have to do with world
missions?”
2. Start praying for unreached people groups in general.
3. Read and study how God called forth His Servants eg. Samuel (OT), Paul (NT)
4. Be a part of a missional church.
5. Seek to have like-minded believers who have the same interests and talk with them.
6. Join short-term mission trips.
7. Read biographies of missionaries and be inspired by their passions for the lost
8. Attend mission courses eg. Kairos, Perspective, Tung Ling etc. in preparation.
Pray that God will raise up an army of intercessors, goers and givers in our days. A
challenge to all believers is to make our life count and give ourselves wholeheartedly
and unreservedly to what really matters in extending and expanding God’s Kingdom.

TFTD: Am I making my life count for my Lord?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 23, SATURDAY
Praying for our Mission Partners

Raphah Ministries Malaysia
Raphah Ministries Malaysia is a non-denominational Christian healing and discipleship
ministry with a vision to heal and restore hurting and wounded persons to wholeness in
Christ through biblical counsel and Spirit-enabled prayer.
We are actively committed to creating lasting change and positive influence on the wellbeing of believers through providing:
• Biblical instruction, teaching, learning and knowledge in helping believers
understand and resolve personal and spiritual issues in the major areas of their lives;
• Resources in the form of facilitators and materials in Christian healing ministry and
lay prayer counsellor training; and
• Personal and individual prayer counselling that are Christ-centred and spirit-led.
Prayer Points:
• Pray for churches to be involved in this area of ministry, bring awareness to the
church and raise up prayer counsellors.
• Pray for believers to acknowledge their issues and seek healing.
• Pray for Raphah Ministries to be able to raise up resources for the ministry.
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MAY 24, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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MAY 25, MONDAY
GOD the SON - JESUS CHRIST ASCENSION & 2ND COMING

Joh 14:1–31
Joh 14:1–3

Ascension Foretold
Jesus repeatedly declared He will finally return to His heavenly Father after His earthly
ministry is done.
Eg. In Joh 14
v1-3 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's
house are many rooms; …. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may
be where I am.”
v12 “…He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”
v28-29 "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you… I have told
you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe.”

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

44

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 26, TUESDAY
GOD the SON - JESUS CHRIST ASCENSION & 2ND COMING

Luk 24:36–52
Luk 24:50–51

Ascension Witnessed
Act 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.
Mar 16:19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and
he sat at the right hand of God.
Luk 24:50-51 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his
hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up
into heaven.
According to the above scriptures, ascension of Jesus presumably from the Mount of
Olives (Act 1:12) was witnessed at least by his Apostles and possibly also other
disciples of Jesus.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 27, WEDNESDAY
GOD the SON - JESUS CHRIST ASCENSION & 2ND COMING

Act 1:1–14
Act 1:9

Significance of Jesus’ Ascension
1. Return To Glory
• It signaled the end of Jesus earthly ministry as Luke declared in Act 1:22, "from
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up"
• It signified success - all that He had come to do, He had accomplished.
• It marked the return of His heavenly glory. Jesus’ glory had been veiled during His
sojourn on earth, with one brief exception at the Transfiguration (Mat 17:1-9).
• It symbolized His exaltation by the Father (Eph 1:20-23). The One with whom the
Father is well pleased (Mat 17:5) was received up in honor and given a name
above all names (Phi 2:9).
• Beginning of the Church Age. It forms the point of continuity between what Jesus
"began to do and teach" (Act 1:1-2) and what Jesus continues to do and teach
through His apostles and the Church.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 28, THURSDAY
GOD the SON - JESUS CHRIST ASCENSION & 2ND COMING

Joh 16:1–33
Joh 16:13

Significance of Jesus’ Ascension
2. Sending of the Holy Spirit
Jesus’ Ascension set in motion the coming and residing of the Holy Spirit which
Jesus promised His disciples.

Joh 14:16-19 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be
with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be
in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”
God determined that the presence of Jesus would be replaced by the presence of
the Holy Spirit, who can be everywhere at the same time. Jesus' followers now
enjoy the omnipresent Holy Spirit as Counselor, Guide and Enabler as well as His
Empowering Spiritual Gifts working in and through them

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 29, FRIDAY
GOD the SON - JESUS CHRIST ASCENSION & 2ND COMING

Heb 9:1–28
Heb 4:14–16

Significance of Jesus’ Ascension
3. Jesus continuing Ministry in Heaven
• As High Priest (Heb 4:14-16) making continual intercession for all His followers
at the right hand of God (Rom 8:34; Heb 6:20; 7:25).
• As Mediator / Advocate of the New Covenant (Heb 9:15). Christ though not
physically present with His people, is still concerned and active on their behalf.
As Christians we enjoy peace, hope, and security because Christ is our advocate
with the Father (1 Joh 2:1)
• Preparing a place. Joh 14:2-3 promises that “…if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I
am.”
His enthronement was for our sake as His Church of which Christ is the head (Eph
1:22) and the source of abundant blessings – “giving gifts to men” (Eph 4:8),
enabling us to attain to "the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Eph
4:13).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 30, SATURDAY

Mat 24:36–44; Rev 19:11–16

GOD the SON - JESUS CHRIST ASCENSION & 2ND COMING

Act 1:7

Jesus Promised To Return
With the ascension of Christ comes the pledge of His second coming: "This same Jesus,
who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go
into heaven" (Act 1:11).

The time of the Second Coming is unknown (Mat 24:36) but only known by the Father.
The timing of Jesus’ return and the end of the age is not for us to know but rather, we
are to “keep watch, because we do not know on which day our Lord will come” (v. 42).
We are to “be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when we do not
expect Him” (v. 44). Therefore, the return of the Lord should be a matter of constant
expectancy. As He came the first time, in the "fullness of time" (Gal 4:4), so will the
Second Coming be. We should diligently share the gospel message until He returns.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 31, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JUN 1, MONDAY
Understanding the Holy Spirit

Gen 1–2
Gen 1:1–2; Gen 2:7

At Creation (GENESIS)
This week, we look at the Holy Spirit in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.
The word Spirit, ‘Ruach’ in Hebrew and ‘Pneuma’ in Greek is associated with ‘breath’
and ‘wind’. Though invisible, it can be felt. It possesses the power to create movement
around us. In the same way, the Spirit (the breath or wind) of God goes forth with
power to create (Gen 1:1–2) and to give life (Gen 2:7; 6:17).
In the beginning, the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit was present at creation. He hovered
over the waters of the formless (disorder, chaos), void (vacuum) and dark earth (Gen
1:2). He was actively involved in the creation process, from chaos bringing forth order,
beauty and life (Gen 1–2).
The Spirit of God does the same in our lives. He has the power to give new life, to
reorder/restore/remake it to become what God has in store for us.
TFTD: Is there any disorder, confusion or darkness in my life? The Spirit of God
continues to work today to bring order, peace and wholeness if we allow Him to do His
work

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 2, TUESDAY

Exo 31: 1–5; Num 11: 7–17; Jdg 13–15

Understanding the Holy Spirit

1 Co 3:16

Empowering the Chosen
In the OT, the Holy Spirit only came on certain people, at specific times to empower and
equip them to carry out God’s purpose. He empowered, gave skill, knowledge and
abilities to these ‘chosen’ ones:
1. Bezalel (Exo 31:3) – special giftings
2. 70 elders (Num 11:16) – leadership
3. Gideon (Jdg. 6:34) – courage and leadership
4. Samson (Jdg. 13 –15) – extraordinary strength
5. King Saul (1 Sa 10) – leadership
6. King David (1 Sa 16:13) – leadership
There is also a sense of the impermanence of the Holy Spirit in a person. As he comes, he
also leaves (to abandon). This is recorded when God rejected King Saul (1 Sa 16: 14).
David, in repentance, prayed: ‘Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit
from me’ (Ps 51:11).
In contrast, Jesus has assured us: ‘I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you’ in
the person of the Holy Spirit (Joh 14:15–31). We are also marked in Him (Jesus) with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance (Eph 1:13–
14).
TFTD: We are the temple of the Holy Spirit! Is He pleased to dwell in the temple of my
heart today?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 3, WEDNESDAY
Understanding the Holy Spirit

Eze 36:24–37:10; Joe 2:12–32
Eze 36:26–27; Joe 2:28–29

The Promise is for Everyone
The prophet Joel and Ezekiel spoke of the Promise that God will one day do a “new
thing”.
1. I will pour out my Spirit on all people (Joe 2:28)
2. I will give you a new heart and will put a new spirit in you (Eze 36: 26–27)
3. I will put my Spirit in you (Eze 36: 26–27).
In other words, the times when the Holy Spirit came on specific people, at specific
times and for specific purposes will end. Instead, the Holy Spirit will now be poured out
on all people.
The promise was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus. The wait is over!
TFTD: Ask God for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all peoples of the world that they
may believe and worship God the Father through Jesus, His Son.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 4, THURSDAY

Luk 1:26–38; Luk 2:22–38; Act 1:1–8

Understanding the Holy Spirit

Luk 3:16, 21–22

Jesus’ Promise of the Holy Spirit
Everyone surrounding the birth of Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit:
1. Mary (Luk 1:35)
2. Elizabeth (Luk 1:41)
3. John the Baptist (Luk 1:15)
4. Zechariah (Luk 1:67)
John the Baptist attributes the Holy Spirit to Jesus (Luk 3:16)
Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit (Luk 3:22; 4:1, 14, 18)
Jesus told the disciples to wait for the gift promised by the Father.
(Luk 24:49; Act 1:4–5, 8)
TFTD: Am I filled with the Holy Spirit today? How do I know I am filled with the Holy
Spirit?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 5, FRIDAY
Understanding the Holy Spirit

Act 2
Act 2:38–39

Promise Fulfilled
The gift promised by the Father, the Holy Spirit, was finally poured out on the disciples
at Pentecost. The Bible records that it sounded like the blowing of a mighty wind.
Tongues of fire rested on the disciples. All were filled with the Holy Spirit and praised
God. This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel (Act 2:17–21; Joe 2:28–32).
Peter explains, “Repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise
is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God
will call.” (Act 2:38-39).
God the Father sent the promised Holy Spirit through His Son to all people.
TFTD: Pause and take time to thank God for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 6, SATURDAY
Understanding the Holy Spirit

Rev 22
Rev 22:17

The Spirit’s Invitation: Come!
We are now in the period of grace when the Holy Spirit lives in every believer. He is the
Giver of new life. He fills and empowers every believer to be a witness for Jesus Christ
and to carry on His work. His is our counsellor/advocate, teacher, joy giver, and giver
of gifts to build the church and to serve others.
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say “Come”. Whoever is
thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life
(Rev 22:17).
“Come!” This is the on-going cry and desire given to every believer by the Holy Spirit
for Christ to return as Judge and King. The Holy Spirit invites everyone who is thirsty, to
take the water of life from the Lord Jesus.
TFTD: Do I long for Christ’s return or am I too comfortable in my earthly abode?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 7, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JUN 8, MONDAY

Joh 3:1–21; Joh 16:5–16; Eze 37

The Work of the Holy Spirit

Joh 3:5–8

New Birth
The phrase “born of water and the Spirit” describes different aspects of the same
spiritual birth – being “born again” and “born from above.” Water is the symbol of
cleansing (Psa 51:2, Eze 36:25) while the Spirit is the symbol of power (Eze 37). Water
and Spirit stand for the cleansing and strengthening power of Christ, which wipes clean
our past and assures us of victory in the future. All this is the sovereign act of God.
Jesus was not referring to literal water (i.e. baptism or physical birth).
The Holy Spirit’s work is “to convict the world of guilt in regard to sin, and
righteousness and judgement” (Joh 16:8).
No amount of preaching, pleading, or pointing of fingers will bring about the
conviction of sin, unless the Holy Spirit is at work in the sinner’s heart. Secondly, there
is a righteous standard we are to uphold, despite the world’s stubborn denial of
absolute truth. Thirdly, there will come a day of reckoning or judgement.
TFTD: The Holy Spirit convicts, not condemns. Thank God that we are set free from guilt
and condemnation when we repent.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 9, TUESDAY

Joh 1:12–13; Eph 1:3–11; Rom 8:1–16

The Work of the Holy Spirit

Joh 1:12; Rom 8:14–17

New Identity
The Holy Spirit works in unison with the Father and the Son. In Christ and through
Christ, every believer receives a new identity:
1. Becomes a new creation (2 Co 5:17)
2. Is marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit as God’s very own possession (Eph 1:14)
3. Is given the right to become children of God (Joh 1:12; Rom 8:16)
4. Receives the Spirit of sonship, becoming heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ
(Rom 8:15, 17)
All believers can have access to the Father through the Son and by the one Spirit (Eph
2:18). We have a personal relationship with God as Abba Father and are loved as sons
and daughters of Almighty God.
TFTD: Is it evident to the people around me that I am now a new creation in my words,
attitude and lifestyle?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 10, WEDNESDAY

Act 1–2; Act 4:1–31; 2 Co 3:17–18

The Work of the Holy Spirit

Phi 2:12–13

New Power
Through the Holy Spirit, we are given a new birth and a new identity. The Holy Spirit
lives in us. He fills us and gives us power (dunamis in Greek) that denotes the “ability to
achieve by the power of God.”

In other words, the Holy Spirit helps us to live as God intends us to live – for His glory.
In what ways?
1. To be His witnesses (Act 1:8, Joh 15:26,27)
2. To will and to do God’s good purpose (Phi 2:12-13)
3. To be bold (Acts 4: 8-20) “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit
of power, of love and of self-discipline” (2 Ti 1:7)
4. To live in freedom and victory (2 Co 3: 17-18)
TFTD: Am I bold to share the good news with others? Ask God to fill us anew with His
Spirit

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 11, THURSDAY

1 Th 1; Eph 1:15–22; Joh 14:15–25

The Work of the Holy Spirit

1 Th 1:5a

New Passion
When the Holy Spirit lives in us, He gives life (Joh 6:63). We will EXPERIENCE the reality
of His presence and work in our relationship with the Father and Jesus.
As a result, we will have a deepening passion, increasing capacity and desire
• to know God better (Eph 1:17) through wisdom and revelation, both intellectual
(head) and experiential (heart)
• to love and obey God (Joh 14: 15-17a)
• to have a deeper worship experience of Him, a resoluteness to trust Him in all
things at all times, strength to persevere, exhibiting inexpressible divine joy even in
difficult circumstances and times (1 Th 1:4-10)
• to have a new love for other people because we have first been loved by God (1 Jo
4:7–19).
TFTD: Is there a growing passion in my heart for God today?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 12, FRIDAY

1 Co 12:1–11; Rom 12:4–8; Eph 4:11–13

The Work of the Holy Spirit

1 Co 12:7

New Blessings
Sanctification is the continuous work of the Holy Spirit in every believer to make us
increasingly more like Jesus. The Holy Spirit produces fruit in our lives at a personal
level (Gal 5:19–22).

The Holy Spirit gives gifts of grace or spiritual gifts to every believer to serve or help
each other for the common good, to build up the Body of Christ, the church. These are
expressed in the different gifts through different services and workings. Some may be
more prominent than others but all gifts are for one common purpose: to build the
church of Jesus Christ. Every believer is a steward and is accountable to exercise
his/her gift(s) willingly, faithfully and with humility.
TFTD: Do I know my spiritual gift/s? If yes, have I been exercising it faithfully?
If no, ask your DGL to help you identify your gift.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 13, SATURDAY

Gal 5:16–26; Rom 8:1–16; Mar 3:14–15

The Work of the Holy Spirit

Mar 3:14b–15a

New Exploits
God has brought us “out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pe 2:9), rescuing us
“from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of His Son” (Col 1:13–
14). Through Jesus Christ, the Spirit of life has “set us free from the law of sin and
death” (Rom 8:2). As children of God, we have His Spirit and are “led by His Spirit”
(Rom 8:14). When we walk in the Spirit or live in the Spirit, we yield ourselves and
work together with Him.
In His enabling we will:
• overcome sin
• experience freedom
• live a victorious Christian life and
• be in alignment with God’s purposes.
We are also empowered by the Holy Spirit to step out in faith “to preach the gospel
and cast out demons” proclaiming that the Kingdom of God is here! (Mar 3:14–15;
16:15–18)
TFTD: Am I willing to step out of my comfort zone and step into God’s bigger and
greater purpose for me?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 14, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JUN 15, MONDAY

Gal 5:16–25; Rom 7:14–25

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Gal 5:22–23

Fruit of the Holy Spirit
The FRUIT of the HOLY SPIRIT is the result of the Holy Spirit’s presence in the life of a
Christian. The Holy Spirit will indwell a person the moment the person believes in Jesus
(Rom 8:9; Eph 1:13–14).
The fruit of the indwelling Holy Spirit is in direct conflict with our inborn sinful fleshly
nature (Gal 5:19–21), waging a continual battle within. As fallen human beings, we are
still trapped in a body that has sinful desires (Rom 7:14–25) but as Christ-followers, the
Holy Spirit indwelling us produces His fruit in us. He gives us His power to overcome
our sinful nature (Phi 4:13).
The Christian life is progressively allowing the Holy Spirit to produce more and more of
His fruit in our lives. That is God’s desire for us, that we conform more and more into
Christ’s image.
NB: Always ‘Fruit’, never ‘Fruits’, bearing all nine facets, and not picking and choosing.

TFTD: Which facet of the FRUIT am I lacking most? Ask God to grow that facet
specifically in you.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 16, TUESDAY
Fruit of the Holy Spirit

1 Co 13:1–13
Joh 13:34

Love
LOVE
"Fruit"– natural result of growth, "of the Spirit" explains ‘Who’ causes that growth—
it’s not our striving or straining, but the Holy Spirit’s power working within and we
yielding to Him.
The fruit of "love" is a good example because we cannot produce the type of love God
desires without the enabling of the Holy Spirit.
Love (Gk: Agape): is not a feeling, but a choice – to be kind, to sacrifice, to love
unconditionally, considering another’s needs greater than our own (Phi 2:3). Agape is
used in all the “hard” love verses in the New Testament: Joh 3:16, 13:34, 15:13; Mar
12:30-31; Luk 6:35, 1 Jo 3:11, 5:3.
Love is the greatest gift God can give. God desires to show His perfect, selfless love to a
world that is totally confused about what true love is. As God’s children, we are the
conduits of His love, as empowered by the Holy Spirit.
TFTD: Who is the one person within my circle of influence that I find hardest to LOVE
and why? Ask God to help you love him/her specifically.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 17, WEDNESDAY

Phi 1:27–2:4; Neh 8:1–12

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Jud v24–25

Joy
JOY - our natural reaction to God @ work, whether promised or fulfilled and it
manifests differently:
•
Joy of salvation: Our greatest reason to be joyful is that God wants to save us and
spend eternity with us: Luk 15:7
•
Joy of deliverance: When God sets someone free, rejoice! e.g. 1 Sa 2:1, Act 12:14.
•
Joy of spiritual maturity: As the Holy Spirit works in us to bear fruit, we become
confident in God’s promises and rejoice in our walk with Him and with other
believers e.g. 1 Th 2:19–20; Phi 2:2; Jam 1:2–4
•
Joy of God’s presence: The Holy Spirit alone draws us to God. His presence and
our fellowship with Him give us true and complete joy. e.g. Psa 16:11; Act 2:28
True ‘joy’ cannot be found in a fallen world (1 Jo 1:4).
Possessing joy is a choice, choosing to value God’s presence, promises and work in our
lives, yielding as He opens our eyes to His grace around us (Rom 15:13).

TFTD: How can we still experience God’s joy in the midst of challenges/suffering?
Sing/Hum the chorus – “The Joy of the Lord is my strength (x4)” (Neh 8:10b)

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 18, THURSDAY

Phi 4:1–8; Eph 2:11–22

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Phi 4:6–7

Peace
PEACE
•
Peace with God: From birth, our sinful nature has declared war on God and His
truth. Our heart’s inclination is to be separated from Him but God sent us the
Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6). Jesus’s mission, at the cost of His Life (Isa 53:5) was to
bring a restoration of broken relationships between fallen man and His Maker
(Eph 2:14–16).
•
Peace of God: Paul in Phi 4:6–7 declares that the peace that is from God through
His Spirit, though incomprehensible, will guard our hearts and our minds.
•
Peace with man: Paul exhorts (Rom 12:18) "If possible, so far as it depends on
you, be at peace with all men." We have a part to play in peace making but it is
God who has broken down the dividing wall of hostility separating God/man and
man/man (Eph 2:14-15).
Isa 26:3 “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts
in you.”

TFTD: Are you at peace with God and with man?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 19, FRIDAY

Rom 12:9–21; 1 Th 5:12–18

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Rom 12:12

Patience
PATIENCE (Gk: makrothumia) means “long temper or ability to hold one’s temper for a
long time.” (KJV “longsuffering”)
A patient person is slow to anger, able to endure much pain and suffering without
complaining, and waits for God to provide relief and ‘revenge’. As part of the Spirit’s
fruit, patience only comes through the power and work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
Patience is a reality especially when a person is in a position of power, having the
ability to take revenge but instead exercises self-restraint, endurance and love.
Opposite of patience: agitation (cf Joh 14:27), discouragement (cf Psa 42:5), and
vengeance (cf Rom 12:19).
God Himself is patient with sinners (2 Pe 3:9). It’s His Spirit Who produces the fruit of
patience in us. Our patience leaves room for God to work in our hearts and
relationships; we lay down our schedules, and trust God for what and whom He brings
into our lives. Let God be God in my life.
TFTD: What are some experiences that test our patience? How can I exercise patience
towards others?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 20, SATURDAY

2 Co 6:1–10; Tit 3:3–8

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Rom 2:4

Kindness
KINDNESS (Gk. chrēstotēs): “tolerance towards others, tender concern, uprightness
both of heart and action”. The kindness of God
•
provides salvation for us (Tit 3:4-5; Rom 2:4; 11:22).
•
gives us green pastures and quiet waters, and restores our weary souls
(Psa 23:2–3).
•
tenderly gathers us under His protective wings and keeps us close to Him
(Psa 17:8; 36:7; 61:4).
When we exhibit God’s kindness, we are tender, benevolent, loving and gracious.
Kindness is not an apathetic response to sin, but a deliberate act to bring the sinner
back to God (Hos 2:14–23; Rom 2:4).
To maintain this attitude toward those we love is hard enough but showing kindness
toward those who are against us requires the work of God (2 Co 6:4–6). That is why
kindness is part of the fruit of the Spirit.

Jesus Himself taught about kindness e.g. Parable of the Good Shepherd (Luk 15:3-7)
and demonstrated it to those in need Mar 6:34; 7:29; 10:46–52.
TFTD: Take time to thank God for His Kindness shown towards you and consider how
you could show kindness to another person.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 21, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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MAY 10, SUNDAY

FATHER’S DAY REFLECTION
HE IS HERE (Heb 13:5)
God assured us, “I’ll never let you down, never walk off and leave you.” (Msg)
One of the big challenges of faith is trusting a God who appears to be absent for
no reason. Many of us have felt abandoned by God during those times when we
needed Him most. We don’t understand what He is doing, or why He seems to
delay in coming to our aid.
Parenthood gives us a new perspective on this common issue. As fathers, we know
that our children don’t always have the same information we have. As a result, their
perspective gets skewed; they don’t see the whole truth.
A young dad and his son shared a unique connection, a strong father-son bond
from the moment the boy was born. One night, the dad put his little baby in the
crib to sleep. As soon as he left the room, however, the child started crying. The
dad walked back over to the crib. Baby stopped crying. He stepped away; his son
cried. He came back; the crying stopped. This happened three or four times. Finally
the dad said to his son, “Even when you can’t see me, I’m still taking care of you.”
Just as the words left his mouth, something supernatural happened. For starters, his
son calmed down and went to sleep. Dad left, the baby slept, and there were no
more problems the rest of the night. But just as important, the father felt that the
words he had spoken weren’t just for his son. God was speaking to him, as well. He
realised that it was God’s way of telling him that He was always with him, whether
he felt His presence or not. We may not feel like God is there, but He is ever
present with us.
Pray with me?
Father God, thank You that You are still taking care of us, even when it doesn’t
seem like You are near. Please assure my family of that truth so we can honour You
by trusting in You. Amen.
(Adapted from “3-Minute Devotions for Dad”)
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JUN 22, MONDAY

Rom 15:13–19; Eph 5:8–21

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Rom 15:14

Goodness
GOODNESS is virtue and holiness in action. It results in a life characterized by deeds
motivated by righteousness and a desire to be a blessing. It’s a moral characteristic of
a Spirit-filled person.

Goodness: Gk ‘agathosune’ – "uprightness of heart and life" – always for the benefit
of others, not simply for the sake of being virtuous. Someone with ‘agathosune’ will
selflessly act on behalf of others.
Goodness is shown by giving to the poor, providing for one’s children, visiting the sick,
volunteering to clean up after a storm, even praying for an enemy and confronting
someone about a sin.
Goodness is not a quality we can manufacture on our own. Jam 1:17: "Every good
thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights" including a life characterized by goodness. In letting the Holy Spirit control us,
we are blessed with the fruit of goodness. As others see our good works, they will
praise our Father in heaven (Mat 5:16).
TFTD: What is ONE GOOD DEED I can do TODAY to bless someone?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 23, TUESDAY
Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Heb 11:1–40
1 Ti 6:12

Faithfulness
FAITHFULNESS comes from trust and loyalty, believing what the Bible says about
God—His existence, works, and character.
The Spirit is our seal of God’s faithfulness, our witness to God’s promise that if we
accept the truth about God, He will save us.
Heb 11 gives a long list of faithful men and women in the OT who trusted God. None
of them lived to see their Messiah, but they were faithful, believing God would do as
He promised, living by faith and not by sight (2 Co 5:7).
We grow in faithfulness towards God when we trust Him even when He is silent and
we see no miracles. Faithfulness is believing that God is Who He says He is and
continuing in that belief despite the uncertainties of life.
It is one thing to simply believe in Him, but another to be faithful to Him. When we are
truly faithful to God, this shapes the way we live. The only way we can have such faith
is by the help of the Holy Spirit.
TFTD: Take a “Faith-Check” on yourself today.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 24, WEDNESDAY

Joh 8:1–11; 2 Ti 2:22–26; Mat 11:28–30

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

1 Pe 3:15

Gentleness
GENTLENESS: A common misconception is that gentleness is meekness, weakness or
passivity. True gentleness, however, is just the opposite. It requires great strength and
self-control.

Gentleness comes from a state of humility. Therefore, someone who lacks gentleness
is often prideful and easily angered, or feels the need for revenge.
In order to be gentle, we must not view ourselves as better than someone else. Rather
than asserting superiority, a gentle person wants to help others, even when they have
been done wrong.
In John 8 Jesus was very gentle with the woman in this story, Similarly God is gentle
with us. Even in our sin, He continues to love us. He does not keep record of our
wrongs, but offers forgiveness if we come to Him.

As God is gentle with us, we must also treat others with gentleness (Mat 6:14-15). We
must incorporate gentleness into our own lives, asking God to take away any feelings
of pride and self-righteousness and to give us a spirit of gentleness.
TFTD: Meditate on Pro 15:1: “A gentle answer turns away wrath…”

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

75

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JUN 25, THURSDAY

2 Pe 1:1–11; Rom 6:1–14; Psa 1:1–6

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

2 Pe 1:5–7

Self Control
SELF-CONTROL (“temperance” KJV) – the ability to control oneself and to say “no” to
fleshly desires and lusts.
Because of our fallen sinful nature we are all "slaves to sin", but through Christ’s
sacrifice, we are set free (Gal 5:1). One evidence of this freedom is the ability to
control our thoughts, words, and actions (Rom 6:6).
Believers need self-control because the ways of the world and our fleshly desires are
still very much alive and active (Rom 7:21-25). We must have strategies to keep out
the enemy e.g. avoiding close business relationships with sinners (Psa 1) (*only if you
have the authority to have a say), meeting with other believers (Heb 10:25) and
meditating on God’s Word (Jos 1:8).
Self-control naturally leads to perseverance (2 Pe 1:6) as we value the long-term good
instead of the world’s desire for instant gratification. Self-control should limit our sinful
indulgences and instead give us the freedom to love and live God’s way.
TFTD: Which specific area in your life do you need to exercise greater ‘self-control’?
Pause to pray and ask God for help.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

76

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JUN 26, FRIDAY

1 Co 12:4–7; Eph 4:1–13

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

1 Co 12:7

Gifts of the Holy Spirit Introduction
The term spiritual gifts come from 2 Greek words - pneumatika and charismata.
Pneumatika refers to the source - the Holy Spirit (pneuma) of God. Charismata refers
to the fact that they are granted as an act of God’s grace (charis).

Spiritual gifts are given purely by grace according to God’s sovereign choice and not
according to our worthiness or personal abilities. They are given as part of the new life
granted to us when we accept Christ as our Saviour.
1 Co 12:4–7 explains: ‘There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes
them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds
of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. Now to each
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.’ Thus, spiritual gifts
will differ from person to person but all are meant to be used for the edification of the
body of Christ unto God’s glory.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 27, SATURDAY

1 Co 12:7–11; Joh 14:15–21

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Eph 4:7

Spiritual Gifts Principle 1:
•

Every Christian has at least one gift
1 Co 12:7 ‘Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given…’
Eph 4:7 ‘But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it’

Every person who believes and accepts Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour and
Lord will be indwelt by God’s Holy Spirit (1 Jo 4:15). It is this indwelling Holy
Spirit who grants spiritual gift(s) to every believer without exception.
Although non-believers may exhibit some of the characteristics commonly
associated with Christian spiritual gifts, they are counterfeit manifestations. Only
believers are given the gifts of the Holy Spirit and are empowered by Him to use
them. So every believer has at least one spiritual gift and it is up to each person to
discover what his gift is, and to use and develop it.
TFTD: What is my spiritual gift and how am I using it?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 28, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JUN 29, MONDAY

Eph 4:11–16; 1 Pe 4:7–10

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Eph 4:12–13

Spiritual Gifts Principle 2:
•

The purpose of the gift is to build up the Body of Christ
1 Co 12:7 ‘Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good…’
Eph 4:12 –13 ‘to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.’
1 Pe 4:10 says, ‘Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms…’
Bottomline: Spiritual gifts are given not for self-aggrandizement but only and
always for the glorification of Christ and His Body, the Church. They are always
functional and are never meant to be hidden (unused or disused) or for display or
to draw attention to the person (misused).

TFTD: How is my spiritual gift serving others for the common good of the Church ?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUN 30, TUESDAY
Gifts of the Holy Spirit

1 Co 12:12–31
1 Co 12:27

Spiritual Gifts Principle 3:
•

Every Christian must use his gift(s) to strengthen and build up the Body of Christ
The functioning of the Church is akin to that of a physical body: ’The body is one,
and has many members . . .’ (I Co 12:12).
Every person who believes in Jesus is a member of Christ’s Body and has a specific
role to play within the Church. God equips believers for their specific task through
the variety of spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit. Each spiritual gift is valuable and
vital for the proper functioning of the Church — so every member is valuable and
vital. The Church needs every member to contribute his gift in order for the
Church to function effectively as a Body. Spiritual gifts are meant to be used to
strengthen and grow the Church.
However, if believers do not use their spiritual gifts, because of ignorance,
selfishness, laziness or even rebellion, the Body becomes poorer and they may
even contribute to dysfunction and disunity within Christ’s Body. Such a church
becomes weaker and stunted in growth.
TFTD: What is your role and contribution towards the growth and strengthening
of SSMC?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 1, WEDNESDAY
Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Rom 12:1–21
Rom 12:6a

Spiritual Gifts Principle 4:
•

Our spiritual gift is determined by the Holy Spirit
1 Co 12:7 ‘Now to each one the manifestation of the spirit is given …’
Eph 4:7 ‘But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it’
1 Pe 4:10 ‘Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others …’
Rom 12:6 ‘We have different gifts, according to the grace given us….’
The spiritual gifts that each of us has is determined purely by God, Christ and the
Holy Spirit. It is by an act of His grace given freely to His children.
In the following verses, Paul wrote:
1 Co 14:1 ‘Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts …’
1 Co 12:31 ‘But eagerly desire the greater gifts….’ This is usually taken to mean
that we can desire and even ask for other spiritual gifts besides the one we have.
We just need to be on the guard regarding our motive in asking, as well as the
exercising of our gift (Jam 4:3).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 2, THURSDAY

1 Th 5:11–18

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Act 20:24

Motivational Gifts
Types of Gifts:
a. Motivational Gifts: ’ . . . diversities of gifts . . .’ (I Co 12:4)
Some simple descriptions of motivational gifts:
• Prophecy: reveals truth through warning and sometimes in the exposing of
sin, so that fellowship with God is restored and maintained.
• Serving: demonstrates love by meeting practical needs, usually through
tangible work.
• Teaching: faithfully dividing God’s Word and keeping the Church on the
narrow path.
• Exhorting: encouraging and helping Christians grow spiritually.
• Giving: exercising good stewardship of God’s blessings and resources.
• Organizing: overseeing and coordinating projects, workers and events so that
everything runs smoothly.
• Mercy: demonstrating God’s love and compassion to those who are hurting,
downcast, depressed or grieving.
God works through the spiritual gifts in the Body of Christ to help the Church grow,
and remain healthy and strong. Although each person’s behaviour will vary according
to factors such as upbringing, age, gender, education and circumstances, it is not
unusual for those who share the same motivational gifts to demonstrate common
characteristics.
TFTD: Why do you think the Church needs people with motivational gifts?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 3, FRIDAY

Eph 4:11–13; 1 Co 12:27–31

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Eph 4:12

Ministry Gifts
b.

Ministry Gifts: ’. . . differences of administrations . . .’ (I Co 12:5)
Ministry gifts are the tools God uses to build up the Church. They are practical
and essential types of gifts such as described in Eph 4:11 –13 ‘It was He who gave
some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure
of the fullness of Christ.’ See also I Co 12:27–31.
The role of those with ministry gifts is to prepare and equip God’s people, the
Church, to do the work of sharing and spreading the Gospel.
There are differences of opinion regarding the appointing of Apostles in modern
times but many do recognise the ‘Office of an Apostle’ as someone who pioneers,
opening up new ground for the Gospel.

TFTD: Pray for those the Lord has placed to shepherd and guide the flock.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 4, SATURDAY

1 Co 12:8-10; 1 Jo 4:1–3; Joh 13:1–17

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Mat 20:28

Manifestation Gifts
c.

Manifestation Gifts: ’ . . . diversities of operations . . .’ (I Co 12:6)
Manifestation gifts are supernatural demonstrations of the Holy Spirit’s presence
and power. The Spirit of God is the source of these gifts, and they are manifested
for the benefit of the Church and others to glorify God.
1 Co 12:8 –10 ‘To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to
another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith
by the same spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the
interpretation of tongues.’
Special Note: All spiritual gifts have counterfeits, imitation and mimicry. Much
wisdom and discernment is needed to tell the real from the false.
Apply 1 Jo 4:1 –3.

TFTD: Spiritual gifts are meant to build up and unite rather than divide the Church.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 5, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JUL 6, MONDAY

Deu 5:6–21; Exo 20:1–7; Mat 5:17–20

10 Commandments

Rom 13:8–10

Introduction
The Ten Commandments (Decalogue) are ten laws in the Bible that God gave the
nation of Israel shortly after the exodus from Egypt. They are essentially a summary of
the 613 commandments contained in the Old Testament Law. The first four
commandments deal with our relationship with God. The last six commandments deal
with our relationships with one another. The Ten Commandments are recorded in the
Bible in Exo 20:1–17 and Deu 5:6–21.
The Ten Commandments are the foundation for Christian living and are still applicable
today, serving to make sin and its pitfalls known while providing general guidelines for
us to live in holiness and obedience. They are moral laws, immutable and yet liberating
as they provide clear boundaries for us. Our best expression of the Ten
commandments is through loving others (Rom 13:8–10; Jam 2:8–11).
TFTD: Do I obey the 10 Commandments out of love for God and others or out of fear of
God’s judgement?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

87

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JUL 7, TUESDAY

Exo 32:1–29; Mat 22:34–38; Mar 12:29–30

10 Commandments

1 Jo 2:15–16

You shall have no other gods before me
You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness
(Exo 20:1–4; Deu 5:6–10)
The first four commandments can best be summed up with Mat 22:34–38 which
encompasses Man's relationship with God.
The first is that God must take the pre-eminent role in our lives. The second is that we
cannot reduce God and replace Him with any animate or inanimate objects (idols). The
Israelites broke the 2nd commandment when they made and worshipped the golden
calf (Exo 32). God will have no competitor and will not stand for cheap imitations and
replacements!
These two commandments deal with who we worship and what we worship. Idolatry
today has largely evolved from the worship of animate or inanimate objects to the
worship of things or possessions, celebrities and even self (our ego and pride). We are
thus replacing God’s pre-eminent position in our lives. Modern-day idolatry can
include our hobbies eg. football or golf, prized possessions eg. car or house, our
spouse, children, job and even ‘spiritual leaders’.
TFTD: Write out the 5 most important things / people in your life. Have they knowingly
or unknowingly ‘overtaken’ God in your life?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 8, WEDNESDAY

Jer 23:9–40; Mat 5:33–3; Gen 2:2; Luk 6:46–49

10 Commandments

Lev 19:12

You shall not take the name of God in vain
Remember the Sabbath day
(Deu 5: 11–15; Exo 20: 7–11)
God’s nature and attributes, the totality of His being, and especially His glory are all
reflected or embodied in His name (Psa 8:1). His name is ‘holy and awesome’ (Psa
111:9) and we are to hallow His Name (Mat 6:9), having a reverence for God and His
name whenever we pray.
We must never take or use God’s name in vain, or in a very flippant manner or
attitude, never presumptuously swear using God’s name (Mat 5:33 –37), or even
misuse or misrepresent His Name (Jer 23:9 –40). Similarly with the name of our Lord,
Jesus, we take His name in vain if we profess to be Christians, but act, think, and speak
in a worldly or profane manner. When we say we love Him, but do not do what He
commands (Luk 6:46), we are also taking His name in vain.
Remembering the Sabbath is the ‘bridging’ commandment between the
commandments dealing with God and those dealing with man. It reminds us that our
Almighty Creator-God rested (Gen 2:2) that we, His created beings, are also required
to rest. It is, therefore, needful to take time off to rest our body, mind and spirit and
also to focus on God. ‘To keep it holy’ is a four-word phrase in English but in Hebrew, it
is one word, meaning ‘consecrate’, ‘set apart’, or ’sanctify’.
TFTD: Are there situations where I have misused the name of God?
Re-look at my weekly schedule, do I set aside time for God and rest?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 9, THURSDAY

Luk 18:18–20; Mat 15:3–9; Exo 21:15–17

10 Commandments

Eph 6:2–3

Honour your father and your mother
(Deu 5:16; Exo 20: 12)
The following five commandments speak of our relationship with our fellow men.
‘Honoring our father and mother’ means being respectful in word and action and
having an inward attitude of esteem for their position (Mk 7:6.) We must not only pay
lip service (Mat 21:28–31,) as to honor in Greek means ‘to revere, prize, and value’.
Honoring our parents is the only command in Scripture that promises long life as a
reward (Eph 6:1–3). Even Jesus, God’s Son, submitted Himself to both His earthly
parents (Luk 2:51) and His heavenly Father (Mat 26:39). Following Christ’s example, we
should treat our parents the way we would reverentially approach our heavenly Father
(Heb 12:9; Mal 1:6). For some, this may be difficult because of the character and
actions of our parents but we should still try our best to honour them, asking for God’s
enablement.
The only possible exception is when our parents’ demands directly contradict God’s
clear commandments. Then Acts 5:29 applies.
TFTD: Reflect and evaluate your relationship with both your earthly parents and your
Heavenly Father. What is one way you can improve the way you honour them today?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 10, FRIDAY

Gen 4:4–15; Mat 5:21–32; 1 Jo 3:11–15

10 Commandments

Jam 1:13–15

You shall not murder
You shall not commit adultery
(Deu 5: 17–18; Exo 20: 13–14)
In today’s topical reading, Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount (Mat 5) greatly expands
the literal interpretations of both commandments. Murder is not limited to the actual
act of taking another life but includes any thought or feeling of deep-seated hatred or
malice against another person. Similarly, adultery is not just limited to physical sexual
acts but includes any lustful thoughts and fantasies about another person who is not
your spouse.
While actions or deeds make sin visible, it often starts as a thought that slowly worms
its way into our consciousness. Murders and adulteries are often premeditated – one
is impregnated with the intention to harm, the other driven by overwhelming
emotions and inordinate desires. James says that we are ‘lured’ and ‘enticed’ by our
own evil desires, resulting in sin and ultimately death (Jam 1: 14 –15 ,ESV).
With Jesus’ additional explanation, we must nip sin in the bud by not letting anger
seethe indefinitely (Eph 4:26), entertaining lustful thoughts or engaging in
pornography. Similarly, both sexes must dress and act decently and modestly to avoid
ensnaring others to sin.
TFTD: Have I been guilty of breaking these 2 commandments in a literal or non-literal
sense? If so, ask for forgiveness from God. What is ONE STEP I can take to avoid falling
again?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 11, SATURDAY

Luk 12:13–21; Jam 4:2–4; 1 Ti 6:6–10

10 Commandments

1 Ti 6:6

You shall not bear false witness
You shall not steal
You shall not covet
(Exo 20:15–17; Deu 5:19–21)
The scripture readings for today remind us that if we strive for the things of this world,
we have no part in God’s kingdom. To covet is to basically give an inordinate amount
of time and thought into something which we do not have. This in turn may lead to
lying or theft as a means to obtain something we do not possess. Instead, God wants
us to understand that He is enough for us and that we should focus our attention on
Him and be contented (Phi 4:11–13).
In today’s technologically driven world, these commandments probably rank among
those most frequently broken by Christians. How so? Every unverified whatsapp
message or Facebook posting we forward to our friends and groups testify against us,
regardless of whether they are true or false. Every movie, game or song we pirate
online can also be seen as an act of theft.
Likewise, an unhealthy desire for something or someone – perhaps, unattainable, even
forbidden – often leads to regrettable action or time squandered through idle thinking.
TFTD: Which of these commandments do you struggle with the most? Make a
conscious and practical effort to work on the commandment of your choice this year.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 12, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher

93

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JUL 13, MONDAY

Mat 6:9–13; Luk 11:1–4; Rom 8:15–17

The Lord’s Prayer

2 Ch 20:6

Introduction
One of the disciples came to Jesus looking for a guide to prayer that pleases God;
enquiring how one should pray (not what one should pray for). The Lord’s Prayer
covers our physical needs (daily bread), our relational needs (forgiveness and
forgiving), and our spiritual needs (honoring God’s name as holy). It deals with our
past (forgive us as we forgive others), our present (this day), and our future (spiritual
leading and deliverance from the enemy). The flow of the prayer is ‘Your name,’ ‘Your
kingdom,’ ‘Your will,’ and then ‘Give us’, ‘Forgive us’, and ‘Lead us.’
How then does this teach us as to how we should pray?

‘Our Father in heaven’
Jesus begins with ‘Our Father in heaven’. What is He revealing to us about our
relationship with the Father? Those of us who have not had good experiences with our
earthly father may have difficulty developing a close relationship with our heavenly
Father. Is there a need to forgive and heal our relationship with our earthly father so
we can draw nearer to our heavenly Father?
TFTD: If your earthly father is still around, take time to tell him how much you love him.
If he has passed on, write a letter to him expressing your love and thanks for him.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 14, TUESDAY

Exo 3:13–15; Mal 1:11; Pro 18:10; Mat 13:24–52

The Lord’s Prayer

Rev 4:11

First petition: ‘Hallowed be your Name’ (Mat 6:9)
God’s name embodies who God is and what He is like. It is His character, personality and
reputation. To hallow God’s name is to praise, honor and revere God for who He is and
what He has done. Immediately, Jesus shifts the focus from us and turns our attention to
God. It is about Him, His holiness, and His work in the world. Jesus taught us to begin our
prayers by recognizing the God to whom we pray. He is a loving Father who invites us
into His presence and He genuinely cares for us.

Second petition: ‘Your kingdom come’ (Mat 6:10a)
The kingdom of God means the sphere of God’s reign and rule. Jesus said, ‘Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand’. He means, ‘It is here because I am here’. Jesus came
to usher in God’s Kingdom and it will only be fully completed at His second coming.
Jesus’ entire earthly message revolves around the Kingdom of God.
TFTD: Take time to ‘hallow’ God’s Name. The kingdom of God must first happen within
(Luk 17:21) before it can be evident from without. Consider if this is true in your life.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 15, WEDNESDAY

Joh 4:34–38; Rom 12:2; Eph 1:3–14

The Lord’s Prayer

Mat 7:21

Third petition: ‘Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven’ (Matt 6:10b)
This phrase declares we are to submit our will to the will of God and give due
reverence to Him. It reminds us that our lives are to be lived in accordance to God’s
will and not our own. Our will should be to do His will now and always. God’s will is
being perfectly carried out in heaven and our role is to see His will being done on
earth.
This can be accomplished by a two-step process :
I. The first step in putting to death indwelling sin in our members (our mind, will,
emotions, and body) and to surrender them back to God for His purposes (Eph
1:5,11).
II. The second step is to take authority or dominion over our members (mind, will,
emotions, and body) and render them obedient to Christ (2 Co 10:5; 1 Pe 1:14 –15).
So God’s will for His people is that we ‘live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him
in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God’
(Col 1:10).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 16, THURSDAY

Exo 16:4–12; Deu 8:1–5; Mat 7:7–11

The Lord’s Prayer

Mat 6:33–34

Fourth petition: ‘Give us this day our daily bread’ (Mat 6:11)
What does Jesus mean by bread? Jesus was most probably alluding to God’s provision
of manna, which was given every day to the Israelites during their 40 years of
wandering in the desert (Exo 16:4–12).

Firstly: It is asking the Father to provide for us, recognizing God as our provider, and
relying on Him to meet our daily needs.
Secondly: Bread here represents not only physical food but includes everything that
we need in our life. He wants us to learn to trust in Him for all our needs – physical,
mental, emotional and spiritual.
Thirdly: What does ‘our daily bread’ suggest? Our asking and dependency upon Him
must be a continuous daily affair, not a one-off event. It is so very easy to take God for
granted, especially when life is going well, forgetting that it is God who provides.

TFTD: Take time to thank God for all His daily provisions in our lives.
If you have a need today, bring it before the Lord in prayer.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 17, FRIDAY

Mat 18:21–35; Col 3:12–17; Rom 12:17–21

The Lord’s Prayer

Eph 4:32

Fifth petition: ‘Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtor’ (Mat 6:12)
Forgiveness is the central theme of God’s plan to redeem mankind from their sins (1
Pe 1:20; Joh 17:24). Hence, it is imperative that we should forgive those who sin
against us just as God has forgiven us (Eph 4:32).
Jesus teaches us to pray, ‘Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors’, reminding us
that God holds us accountable to do as He has done for us. Refusing to forgive those
who wrong us is an insult to the Lord who has forgiven us much more. We forgive as
an act of gratitude to God and for our own well-being (Mat 6:14 –15).
To approach the Lord and ask for His forgiveness while at the same time refusing to
forgive our brothers and sisters is hypocrisy. If a Christian refuses to extend
forgiveness to others, that person is showing evidence that he or she is not
transformed. Those forgiven by God should become forgiving people.
Forgiveness is not letting an unrepentant sinner off the hook but extending mercy to
those who have wronged us because in forgiving, we free ourselves from the bondage
someone’s wrong has created for us.
TFTD: ‘In forgiving others, we set ourselves free’ – meditate on this quote and if
necessary act on it.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JUL 18, SATURDAY

Mat 4:1–11; Jam 1:12–18; Eph 6:10–18

The Lord’s Prayer

1 Co 10:13

Sixth petition: ‘Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil’
(Mat 6:13)
We know from Jam 1:13 that God does not tempt us to sin. If God does tempt us to
sin, He would be acting contrary to His holy nature. The inclusion of a request for God
not to lead us into temptation teaches us that avoiding temptation should be one of
the primary concerns of the Christian life.
It shows the presence and active influence of evil in the world, our own sinfulness, and
a tendency to succumb to temptation. It acknowledges that God is our deliverer who
can save us from evil. When temptation comes, God can give us strength to resist or
flee, thus granting deliverance from the attacks and schemes of the evil one.
Temptation is not in itself sinful but when we entertain the temptation and give in to it
(even in our minds), it becomes sin.

‘For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power and the Glory’
The prayer ends on the same note that it begins with, acknowledging God’s power and
glorifying His name to usher in His Kingdom. It is a call to praise and worship God
because He is worthy of our worship.
TFTD: Temptation comes in many and varied forms. If you are struggling with any
particular temptation, bring the matter to the Lord in prayer and ask for His help and
deliverance.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 19, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JUL 20, MONDAY

Psa 33:6–12; Pro 8:23–31

Apostles’ Creed

Isa 45:18

I Believe In God The Father Almighty,
Maker Of Heaven And Earth,
The Apostles’ Creed is one of the oldest and most universally accepted statement of
belief for the Christian. It comprises 12 articles of faith and we in the Methodist Church
use the traditional version.

It is a statement that summarizes the key scriptural teachings of the apostles.
Formulated in the Trinitarian order of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, it is the bedrock of
our faith.
Each time we read The Apostles’ Creed aloud in the assembly of believers, we
DECLARE, CONFESS, AFFIRM our beliefs and COMMIT to uphold them.
• I Believe – personal declaration, affirmation and commitment
• God the Father – 1st person of the Trinity
• Almighty – God is omnipotent – all powerful, who is before and above all things
• Father – A God who cares, loves, protects and even provides a way for us to be
saved
• Maker of Heaven and Earth – The God who created all things from nothing in the
beginning.
TFTD: Reflect on the fact that God is your heavenly Father.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 21, TUESDAY

Luk 1:26–38; Luk 2:1–7; Luk 23:50–53

Apostles’ Creed

Eph 1:7

And In Jesus Christ, His Only Son, Our Lord:
He Was Conceived By The Holy Spirit,
Born Of The Virgin Mary,
Suffered Under Pontius Pilate,
Was Crucified, Died And Was Buried;
Jesus is His proper name, meaning ‘God saves.’ Christ is a title meaning the ‘Messiah’
Jesus Christ – not only God's Only Son but the 2nd person of the Trinity. He is our Lord
and also the Lord of the whole universe.
Conceived By The Holy Spirit – miraculously through the Holy Spirit in Virgin Mary’s
womb. This miracle undergirds the basis of our belief that Jesus is TRULY HUMAN (with
a body) and TRULY DIVINE (sinless).
Pilate – the Roman governor who tried, tortured and sentenced Him to death.
Suffered – a sinless Man suffering for the sinful to meet God’s just requirements.
Crucifixion – the standard Roman way of execution; shame-filled and excruciatingly
pain-filled.
Died and was Buried – Jesus really died. He had to die so that He could resurrect. The
death of Jesus was at the heart of God's purpose in sending His Son.
TFTD: Reflect on the fact that Jesus was Born to Die for our sin.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 22, WEDNESDAY

Mar 16:9–20; 1 Co 15:3–8, 20–28

Apostles’ Creed

Act 17:31

On The Third Day He Rose Again
He Ascended Into Heaven,
Is Seated At The Right Hand Of The Father
And Will Come Again To Judge The Living And The Dead
The Third Day – resurrection of Jesus on the third day after He died is a historical fact.
He Rose Again – Jesus' resurrection marks Him as:
(i) the Son of God
(ii) demonstrates His victory over sin and death
(iii) guarantees the believers' forgiveness, justification and future resurrection
Seated At The Right Hand Of The Father – place of authority and power, where He
continues to intercede.
He Will Come Again – Jesus will return publicly in His glorified body to bring an end to
history (and time) and to judge all men.
To Judge The Living And The Dead – the righteous will enter into God’s presence for
life eternal; the unrighteous who rejected Him will be cast into hell.
TFTD: Do I know where I will go after I die?

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 23, THURSDAY

Acts 2:1–21; Joh 14:16–17, 26

Apostles’ Creed

Joh 15:26

I Believe In The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit – the 3rd person of the Trinity. From the creating work of the Father,
the redeeming work of the Son, we now have the re-creating work of the Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is both divine, being part of the Godhead, and personal. He can be lied to
(Act 5:3), resisted (Act 7:51) and grieved (Eph 4:30).
The Holy Spirit is sent by God as a helper and counsellor who resides within all
believers, helping each one to bear the Fruit and manifest the Gift(s) of the Spirit. The
next 4 articles of faith show the re-creating work of the Holy Spirit whereby we are
renewed in and through Christ.
We will hear of …
• the church (new community)
• forgiveness (new relationship)
• resurrection (new existence)
• everlasting life (new eternity)
TFTD: Sing/hum the simple chorus “Come Holy Spirit I need you, Come sweet Spirit I
pray, Come in your strength and your power, Come in your own gentle way.”

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 24, FRIDAY

Gal 3:1–9, 21–29; Heb 10:19–25

Apostles’ Creed

Gal 3:26–29

The Holy ‘Catholic’ Church,
The Communion Of Saints
“Holy” – set apart to do His work. We are the Church and we must be set apart to do
His work.
‘Catholic’ – as in ‘universal’ (not to be confused with the Roman Catholic Church). This
refers to every Christian in all nations who together made up the ‘Catholic’ or universal
Church.
Communion Of Saints – refers to believers in the past, present, and future who all
share a common salvation in our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. The communion of
saints is what each one of us has in common, our common heritage and common
destiny – sins forgiven, salvation assured, passing from death to eternal life, children of
God and joint-heirs with Christ. God’s Word, the Bible, and celebrating the Sacraments
are also what we have in common with all believers down through the ages.
TFTD: Thank God for the legacy of faith that we all have through the ages.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 25, SATURDAY

Luk 7:36–50; Eph 1:3–23

Apostles’ Creed

Act 13:38–39

The Forgiveness Of Sins,
The Resurrection Of The Body,
And The Life Everlasting. Amen
The Forgiveness Of Sins – sin results in GUILT, CONDEMNATION and SEPARATION from
God. By grace through faith in Jesus Christ who died for our sins, God grants
forgiveness which:
i)
cancels the condemnation resulting from our sin
ii)
removes our sin and guilt and declares us righteous
iii) ends our separation from God.
The Resurrection Of The Body – death is conquered; our resurrected body freeing us
from our earthly, sinful limitations and preparing us for the new heaven and new
earth. This article of faith also rejects the idea that man's hope is only in the
immortality of the soul.
And The Life Everlasting – God's ultimate purpose in creating us; to enjoy life with Him
in His presence. NOT MERE ENDLESS EXISTENCE, but endless joyful fellowship with
God. This eternal life that begins on earth when we first come to know God will only be
fully realized in heaven.
TFTD: Pray for someone dear to you who needs to know God’s forgiveness for sin.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 26, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
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JUL 27, MONDAY

Due 6:4–9; Jos 1:6–9; Rom 12:1–2

Meditation and Scripture Memory

Jos 1:8

Begin with a renewed mindset
“I’m too old”
“My eyes are weak; I can’t read well.”
“I’m not as smart as some people.”
Age. Health. Intelligence. We offer all kinds of reasons not to memorise God’s word.
Are our excuses valid though? Try this simple test. Assuming you’re a regular church
goer, there’s a high chance you’ll recognise the following verses:
• “God is light.”
• “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
• “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
See, you already know the scriptures. All you have to do is to learn the reference and
verse and commit them to memory. Easier said than done? Well, it’s a good place to
start. Bring your fears, doubts, and anxieties to Him. Take every thought captive, and
make it obedient to Christ.
For if God instructed us to keep His word in our heart, would He not also give us the
ability to do so?
TFTD: Pray and ask God to “renew your mind” with regards to reading, meditating and
putting it into practice.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 28, TUESDAY

Zec 4:1–14; Eze 36:24–32; Joh 16:13–15

Meditation and Scripture Memory

Zec 4:6

Depend on the Holy Spirit
There are all kinds of memorising techniques but let’s put them aside for now. If we
want to memorise God’s word, the most important Helper is the Holy Spirit. Singing
Scripture songs, writing Scriptures on little pieces of paper, rote repetition, memory
tools – all these are helpful and should be used appropriately. However, to be truly
effective, we must be led by the Spirit.
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you (Joh 14:26).
Meditate on this truth. Commit it to memory. Let it be part of your prayers. God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are present in this verse. Ask God to open this
scripture to you.
Different techniques work for different people. Depending on the Holy Spirit works for
everybody.

TFTD: Pray and ask God through His indwelling Spirit within you to help you to store
God’s Word in your heart and mind.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 29, WEDNESDAY

Col 1:9–14; Pro 2:1–8

Meditation and Scripture Memory

Joh 3:16

Start with your favourites
How well did you remember yesterday’s verse? Here’s a clue:
But the Helper, the _____ _____, whom the Father will send in My name, He will
teach you ____ ____, and bring to your remembrance ____ _____ that I said to you
(Joh 14:26).
Cover the verse and do it again. Don’t read the next paragraph until you’ve memorised
the verse.
All done? Our PIN numbers. Faces of loved ones. Lessons our parents taught us. Song
lyrics. Recipes. If it’s important, we will remember it. It is the same with scriptures.
What is your favourite scripture verse? If you have not done so, start committing your
favourite verse to memory. If you have none, ask God to give you a verse, or a psalm.
Memorise the reference (book and chapter), along with the verse itself. Nobody is too
young or too old to memorise God’s word. Pray for endurance.

TFTD: Pray for your family and DG members who are also following BWJ 2020.
Together, we can help each other commit the Scriptures to memory.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 30, THURSDAY
Meditation and Scripture Memory

Psa 119:105–120
Psa 119:105

Dwell on the word
How are we doing so far? If you’ve memorised at least three verses by now –
congratulations!
From the Scriptures you’ve chosen:
• What is God speaking to you?
• What did you learn about yourself?
• Were you able to understand the Scriptures better?
Be still. The Lord is present. Hear His gentle voice.
Read your chosen Scriptures again. Learn to spot ideas / concepts. Learn to recognise
patterns in the way they are written. If the verse was a picture, how would it look like?
Why did the author write the verse? What was he trying to communicate? Press on.
The fact that you’ve read this far means you’re serious about God’s word. ‘Delight
yourself in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart’ (Psa 37:4).

“Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years.”
Charles Spurgeon
TFTD: Meditate on Psa 119:105 and commit it to memory.

P.R.A.Y
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JUL 31, FRIDAY

Mat 4:1–11

Meditation and Scripture Memory

Mat 4:4

Practical tips
Often in traditional English poetry, lines end with similar sounding words (rhymes). In
Jewish poetry, thoughts are repeated. The writer is saying the same thing but in a
different way. Choose a psalm and see if you can spot this pattern.

Other tips you may find useful:
1. Stick with one version (KJV, NKJV, NIV, whichever works for you)
2. You don’t have to memorise the whole sentence, or the entire psalm all at once.
Memorise in parts.
3. Scripture memorisation happens throughout the day. Not just during your quiet
time. Meditate on the verse while you’re eating, waiting, driving or just before you
go to sleep.
4. Choose longer and new passages as you progress, not just familiar verses.
5. Declare the scriptures out loud.
6. Above all, depend on the Holy Spirit. He will lead and guide you in all things.
TFTD: Ask Him to give you another verse, passage, or psalm to memorise.

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 1, SATURDAY

Psa 149:1–9; Psa 150:1–6

Meditation and Scripture Memory

Psa 150:6

Praise Him
Whether you’re having a good or bad day, praise Him
Whatever you’ve managed to memorise, praise Him.
Whatever you’re still struggling to memorise, praise Him.
However hard or easy it has been for you, praise Him.
The Word must first transform us: our attitude, our perspective and our worldview.
From Him we came, to Him we will return. Praise Him.
Treasure your quiet moments with the Lord. If this is your first time memorising
Scriptures, press on. If you’ve been actively memorising the Word, choose longer
passages, perhaps even entire chapters. Press on, and praise Him.
Pray for the body of Christ. Pray for everybody who has committed themselves to
reading, learning, memorizing and obeying God’s Word. Pray for your pastors,
Leadership Team your DGL and DG members.

TFTD: Praise and Thank God for His Word, preserved and kept for us over the centuries.
Praise Him for the ability and freedom to read His Word.

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 2, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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AUG 3, MONDAY
Fasting

Isa 58
Isa 58:3–9

Definitions of Fasting
Here are some of the generally accepted definitions of fasting among Christians.
i) Fasting is a temporary renunciation of something that is in itself good, like food, in
order to intensify our expression of need for something greater namely, God and
His work in our lives. (I Sam 7:6)
ii) Fasting is a time of seeking a deeper prayer experience and drawing near to God in
prevailing prayer. (Joel 2:12)
iii) Fasting is to be a private matter between you and God. It should not be for show
like a hypocrite (Matt 6:16). It is about getting our lives right with God.
The real problem with the hypocrite is fasting for self-interest, not for a spiritual
purpose.
TFTD: “Fasting without a spiritual purpose is not Christian fasting, it’s just going
hungry.”

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 4, TUESDAY
Fasting

1 Sa 7:1–6; 1 Ki 19:1–10; Dan 1:1–16; Est 4:7–17
1 Sa 7:6; 1 Ki 19:4,8; Dan 1:8; Est 4:16

Purpose of Fasting (Old Testament)
i) The Samuel Fast
 fast for those who are in the bondage of false beliefs, and for revival
Samuel fasted for the Israelites to turn from their idolatry.
1 Sam 7:6 “And they fasted that day, and said there, “We have sinned against the
LORD.” Israel expressed their sorrow over their sin by fasting and by confession –
nothing else really mattered except getting right with God.
ii) The Elijah Fast
 for the healing of mind and emotions
Elijah was physically stressed and emotionally exhausted (1 Ki 19:8) when he went
away from Jezebel’s threat.
iii) The Daniel Fast
 fast for health and healing
The Daniel fast is omitting certain ‘choice’ foods for a set period, but the deeper
basic intention is spiritual and for spending time with God.
iv) The Esther Fast
 fast for a very specific reason and purpose
Esther purposed that she would go and appear before the king, but only if she was
supported by prayer with fasting.
TFTD: Decide to fast (any type) for just a day and use the mealtime to spend time with
God instead.

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 5, WEDNESDAY

Mat 17:14–21

Luk 21:1–4; Act 9:1–9; Luk 1:5–17; Num 6:1–21
Fasting

Mat 17:21; Act 9:9; Luk 1:15

Purpose of Fasting (New Testament)
i) The Disciples’ Fast
 fast against demonic strongholds
“… this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting* – Mat 17:21 NKJV*
ii) Paul’s Fast
 fast for a change of life-style
After his encounter with the risen Christ, Paul took time to reflect and rethink his
beliefs. After three days of fasting, his understanding of Jesus as the Messiah was
totally changed.
iii) John the Baptist’s Fast (Nazirite Vow)
 ‘fast’ by those who want to be used by God.
The fast or dietary abstentions of John the Baptist can be for those with a clear
calling for a specific ministry e.g. not taking pork if called to ‘M’ ministry.
Many people consider John the Baptist a Nazirite keeping his Nazirite Vow.
TFTD: If there are any special needs that you are bringing to the Lord, do consider
committing the matter to the Lord with prayer and fasting.

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 6, THURSDAY

Mat 9:14–15

2 Co 10:1–6; Mat 4:1–11; Heb 11:6; 1 Co 9:24–27
Fasting

Mar 9:29 (NKJV)

Importance Of Fasting
Fasting is a discipline for this life to enrich our joy in Jesus and to prepare our hearts
for His return. When Jesus returns, fasting will no longer be necessary but until then, it
is important that we fast.
i) Fasting is important for the breaking down of certain demonic strongholds
(Unexplainable infirmities or sicknesses with relapses)
ii) Fasting is important for spiritual warfare
(Spiritual warfare is for everyone. Jesus Himself fasted to prepare to do battle with
His enemy)
• Attacks on the church.
• Attractions of the world (materialism).
• Advancement of wickedness, crime in your city.
• Alternative lifestyles being promoted through the promotion of: adultery,
occult, black magic, music, homosexuality, drunkenness.
iii) Fasting demonstrates the desire of the heart
• Fasting is an expression of a wholehearted desire to seek God.
• Reminds us of our frailty and need for the Lord.

iv) Fasting helps keep the body under subjection
• In a race all run but one gets the prize. We need strict training to get the crown.
TFTD: What spiritual fruit do we receive from God in response to our purposeful
fasting?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 6, FRIDAY

Dan 10:1–3
Est 4:15–16; Luk 4:1–2; Jdg 20:26–28

Fasting

Jer 29:13–14a

A Biblical Fast
The Bible sets no specific time length for a biblical fast. It is simple, and yet the world,
our flesh, and the devil conspire to introduce all sorts of complications that keep it
from happening.
• Daniel fasted 21 days
• Esther fasted 3 days and 3 nights
• The Lord Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness
• A “One Day” fast from sunrise to sunset, after sundown food would be taken.
Types of Fasts
i) The Normal Fast – no food; water allowed.
(Jesus abstained from food but not from water.)
ii) The Partial Fast – the emphasis is on the restriction of diet rather than complete
abstinence.
iii) The Absolute Fast –no food and water
(this type of fast is not to exceed three days).
iv) The Juice fast – only fruit juices, vegetable juices and water.

v) The Media Fast – refrain from television, computer, social media, etc.
The Biblical principle: The believer determines the length of time to fast and the
occasion or purpose of the fast.
TFTD: Fasting is not limited to abstaining from food. Take this time to pause and reflect
if there is a personal need for ‘The Media Fast?’

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 6, SATURDAY

Jer 36:6-10; Joe 2:12-18

Fasting

Mat 6:16-18

Practical Tips for Fasting
How to Start Fasting:
Many have decided to fast for a meal and then eat more to try to make up for it before
the next mealtime. Here are ten simple tips to help those who are new at fasting or
have never seriously tried it.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Have a personal conviction to fast
Make sure you are medically fit
Begin with short fasts
Identify burdens
• Salvation for loved ones
• New converts
• City, nation – disasters, social ills, crisis,
• Church – leaders and workers
• Personal ministry
• Personal spiritual condition
5. Fast with the right motives
6. Spend time in prayer, Bible reading, meditation of the word and worship
7. It is an opportunity to identify with the vision of the church.
8. Be fully in tune with God
9. If possible, find a ‘Fast Partner’
10. Break your fast gradually with light meals
Challenge: “LET US NOT BE A ‘DON’T KNOW & DON’T CARE’ CHRISTIAN”

P.R.A.Y
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Sunday Worship Celebration
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AUG 10, MONDAY

Mat 6:19–34; Joh 4:31–34; Phi 2:5–11

Simplicity

Mat 11:28–29

Simplicity in Christ
Jesus makes simple statements; it is always a puzzle to us because we will not be
simple. How then can we maintain the simplicity of Jesus so that we may understand
and be true followers of Him?

There is no specific definition of simplicity in the Bible. Throughout Christian history,
saints and sages have sought to follow the path of simplicity – to live a simple lifestyle
– in different ways.
Gospel simplicity is the gift of an undivided heart – “to love one God and to will one
thing”, simply because it reflects the character of God who is one (Deu 6:4). The
opposite of singleness of heart is "idolatry"– pleasing many gods that results in a
wearied and choked life.
TFTD: Jesus condemns “mammon” (Aramaic term for wealth) as a rival god.
Have wealth and other attractions displaced Jesus from being the centre of my heart?
Is there an addiction to many things that needs to be dealt with?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 11, TUESDAY

Mat 18:1–10; Mat 23:1–32; Phi 4:6–8

Simplicity

Phi 4:8

Simplicity in Thought
Little children are precious in God’s sight. Jesus connected "simplicity of heart and
mind" with being "childlike". How do we re-capture the wonders of childlike qualities
in order to be and to live as a child of God?

The world of a little child is straightforward: full of trust and wonder, simple
obedience, rarely torn by competing allegiances or tormented by anxiety and stress.
In contrast, grown-ups tend to be much more complicated people with complexities,
worldly cares, conflicting ideas and priorities. We agonize over what to do, who to
impress. We are anxious about the future. But Jesus makes the promise that if we
focus on “first things first”, all the other things will come in place (Mat 6:33).
TFTD: Am I experiencing the “peace” and the “much more” (Mat 6:30) that Jesus has
promised, or have I cluttered my mind with confusing thoughts and worries?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 12, WEDNESDAY

Mat 26:57–67; Jam 3:1–12; 4:1–17

Simplicity

Pro 18:21; Mat 5:37

Simplicity in Speech
The Bible is a record of a GOD who speaks with clarity, certainty and consistency. Do
we hear it through His creation (Ps 19:1-4), through the prophets (Heb 1:1), and take
to heart the words of His Son?

Jesus’ words are life and spirit (Joh 6:63), originating from one source – the Father.
We learn from what Jesus said and how He said it – the questions, the answers, even
the silences. Not only did Jesus speak truth plainly, but He suffered for it.
Jesus had confrontations with and warns us of the other source of words – the devil.
The voice that sows doubt and instils fears, that whispers tempting sounds and
opposes God’s will.
TFTD: As a spiritual discipline, let us be attentive to the source of our words. Spoken,
written, or whatever form, words reveal the condition of the heart. How do I keep my
heart free from duplicity in speech?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 13, THURSDAY

2 Co 8:1–15; 1 Th 4:1–11; 1 Ti 6:17–19

Simplicity

Mat 5:16

Simplicity in Conduct (Sharing life and giving)
Christians who are truly intimate with Jesus will never draw attention to themselves.
The evidence of the One who is in control of their life will be reflected in their deeds
and relationships with others.

New Testament teachings abound on how to live a godly life as the early church grew
and the believers came from diverse social, cultural and religious backgrounds. Like
them, we are exhorted to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of Christ, being
united in one spirit (Phi 1:27). The outward expression of their unity was often marked
by their openness, generosity (giving in simplicity) and love for one another.
TFTD: How much do I care about status and possessions? Do I see possessions as a gift
from God to be enjoyed, shared and lavished on others? Is my heart free from any
sense of entitlement, envy or stress in having to maintain possessions?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 14, FRIDAY

Luk 12:13–21; Mat 19:16–30

Simplicity

Phi 4:12

Simplicity in Lifestyle
The practice of simplicity is to express the inner reality of loving one God. It will affect
how we live the outward lifestyle and it challenges us to re-define, or refine, some of
our habitual practices relating to the use of our money, time, and choice of activities
and even our food and clothing.
Here’s a list of practical applications advocated by Foster in exercising the discipline of
simplicity:
• Buying things for their usefulness, not their status.
• Distinguishing real need and addiction. Reject anything that is producing an
addiction in you.
• Develop a habit of giving things away. De-clutter!
• Learn to enjoy things without owning them.
• Develop a deeper appreciation for creation. Spend more time outdoors!
• Reject anything that will breed the oppression of others.

TFTD: “Living simply involves clearing our lives and our houses of spiritual and material
clutter in order to create more space for faithful living.” How can I re-channel my
money, time and energy by simplifying my life?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 15, SATURDAY

Psa 23; Joh 15:1–17; Mar 6:8–11

Simplicity

2 Co 9:8

Freedom in Simplicity
Simplicity is a life of freedom – the joyous freedom that flows from a heart at rest and
a heart that has developed a godly habit of recognising God’s provision. Indeed, in
Christ, God has given us “everything we need for life and godliness”, and we are made
“partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pe 1:3-4 ESV).
Spiritual disciplines enable us to work that divine nature into our human nature. Like
other disciplines, simplicity is chosen as an act of the will; it is a conscious act of not
being tied down to the things of this world. It cultivates the art of “letting go” of the
attachment to owning, having and controlling. The practice of simplicity teaches selfcontrol, generosity, contentment, gratitude, compassion, and attention on God.
Simplicity may lead to some discomfort. If we give way to self-pity, we remove God’s
riches from our lives and may hinder others from entering into His provision.
TFTD: Quote- “Live simply so that others may simply live.” Take a fresh look at your
present lifestyle and consider areas where you can simplify.

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 16, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
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AUG 17, MONDAY

Mat 16:13–28; 1 Co 3:10–15; Eph 2:19–22

Ekklesia

Mat 16:18–19

On This Rock
'Ekklesia'(Gk) mentioned twice in the gospels, (both times in Matthew) is translated
simply as 'the church'. For all of this week's readings, we will use the original word
'Ekklesia'. (Feel free to read it as 'the church' in your own reading or discussion.)
Mat 16:13-20 – Simon Peter ('rock') testifies (1st recorded account) to Christ's identity,
and our Lord affirms this divine revelation. Jesus then speaks (1st time) about His
Ekklesia being built on an unshakable foundation.
The word 'rock' in v18 (different from the word used for 'Peter') refers to a solid
foundational bedrock. The church is therefore strongly grounded in Peter's confession
of faith and Jesus as the Son of the living God.
Mat 16:21–24 clearly shows that it was Christ fulfilling His purpose that provided the
sure foundation for Ekklesia, and not Peter. Peter thought it was impossible (that the
Messiah would suffer and be killed); Christ knew that it will be on this foundation of
His death and resurrection that His Ekklesia will be built. To this we must always
testify.
TFTD: The Ekklesia's actions must testify to and of Christ. Do we? Do I?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 18, TUESDAY

Joh 17:1–26; 2 Co 5:17–21

Ekklesia

Joh 17:18

Called Together
The word 'Ekklesia' is a combination of two Gk words 'ek' ("out of") and 'kaleo' ("to
call"). The word was commonly used for any assembly or congregation where a group
of people was called out to assemble together.
In today's reading (Joh 17), Christ prays for His 'Ekklesia'. You may have read this
passage before and understood that we come from being in the world, and now are
called out of it, to be separate and holy WHILE remaining in the world, to be "in the
world yet not of the world".
This was not Christ's intention, for He says firstly that we have been given to Him,
CALLED OUT of the world (v6) and so we are NO LONGER of the world, just like Him
(v16). Though we are NO LONGER of the world, we are now being sent BACK INTO the
world (v18). We are called to be in the world to fulfil Christ's prayers for "those who
WILL believe in Me through their message" (v20).
In summary –Christ's 'Ekklesia' is "not of the world, but sent into the world".
TFTD: Can our pursuit of holiness impede our witness in the world? Have we been
sharing the message of Christ?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 19, WEDNESDAY

Mat 18:15–35; 1 Co 5:4; Joh 20:21–23

Ekklesia

Mat 18:18–20

Living Together
Christ's second mention of His 'Ekklesia' in the gospels gives us some insight into how
Christ's 'Ekklesia' is to relate to each other. Note that today's reading is the second
part of Christ's response to the question which starts off Mat 18 – "Who, then, is the
greatest in the kingdom of Heaven?" Jesus' answer focuses very practically on how the
'Ekklesia' is to handle wrongs among themselves. Reconciliation is to be attempted,
first on a personal level, then with a few witnesses, and as a last resort before the
'Ekklesia'. After that comes justice and confrontation.
The 'Ekklesia' therefore holds authority and responsibility over the conduct and
relationships of those who are a part of it. The source of this authority/ responsibility is
because the gathering of Christ's 'Ekklesia' in His Name invites His divine presence. This
authority, however, is rooted in reconciliation and forgiveness as deduced from Peter’s
question. Christ answers with the parable of the ungrateful servant.
The 'Ekklesia' is ultimately to be a community of forgiveness and reconciliation.

TFTD: Forgiveness requires mercy and we all benefit from mercy. How then are we to
extend that same mercy to our brothers and sisters?

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 20, THURSDAY

Heb 10:5–25; Gal 6:1–10

Ekklesia

Heb 10:24–25

Meeting Together
The 'Ekklesia' is called to assemble by Christ Himself. It is not a gathering of likeminded friends enjoying shared hobbies. The historical 'Ekklesia' through the centuries
has repeatedly faced schisms and disputes, even in the earliest days as recorded in the
New Testament. Yet our shared calling out by Christ Jesus means we are bound
together as long as we stand on the bedrock of Peter's declaration of faith.
In today's reading, the letter's author (traditionally, Paul) reminds the Jewish 'Ekklesia'
of what brought them together: the shedding of Christ's blood and sacrifice and the
justification received (fulfilling the law for sacrifice for sin). The author also reminds
the 'Ekklesia' to spur one another on toward love and good deeds by encouraging each
other rather than giving up meeting together.
Being present in Christ's 'Ekklesia' was not merely being physically present; it meant
the sharing of words, time, possessions and even life together. When ‘called out’
(Ekklesia) forgiven sinners commit to gather together, then Christ's words (John 13:35)
will be evident to all.
TFTD: 'Spurring one another on' can be painful at times for all parties involved. What
difficult conversation(s) have you been avoiding with a brother or sister?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 21, FRIDAY

Eph 2:11–19; 1 Pe 2:4–12

Ekklesia

Eph 2:21–22

Built Together
Today's reading repeatedly emphasises God's role and sovereignty. It contrasts the
way in which "you used to live when you followed the ways of this world" (v2) with
"God ... made us alive with Christ... raised us up with Christ" (v4-6).
Having been divinely called out and assembled, the 'Ekklesia' does not then become
independent and self-determining. Left to ourselves, we would model Christ's
'Ekklesia' after our own imaginations, excluding those who are different, exalting
charlatans, prioritising the temporal while ignoring the eternal.
The 'Ekklesia' is built historically on the foundation of the teachings of the apostles and
prophets with Christ Himself as our chief cornerstone. The 'Ekklesia' consists of many
groups brought together by one Spirit, continuing to be built up and becoming God's
dwelling place. If we reject the Spirit's building work, Christ's 'Ekklesia' will continue to
grow but we will be left behind. We were all foreigners and strangers; now having
become citizens of Christ's 'Ekklesia', let us live up to the demands of our citizenship
and strive to be God's Holy Temple – together.
TFTD: Unity is not conformity, nor uniformity. How can we be 'built together' even with
those we cannot agree with?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 22, SATURDAY

1 Co 12:12–27; Eph 4:11–16

Ekklesia

1 Co 12:12

One Body, One Head
When the early church used the term 'Ekklesia', that usage would have mirrored other
common usages in Roman society e.g. every city would have regular gatherings
summoned by her leaders. Only free citizens could attend, slaves and foreigners were
excluded.
As Christ's 'Ekklesia', we form one body, with Christ as the Head. This has many
implications.
1. The different parts of the 'Ekklesia' ARE different in almost every way, except in
their shared calling-out.
2. No part of the 'Ekklesia' can reject another part as being not in the 'Ekklesia'.
3. No part of the 'Ekklesia' can remove itself from the 'Ekklesia'.
4. Every part of the 'Ekklesia' has a function which is important to the 'Ekklesia'.
5. What happens to one part of the 'Ekklesia' affects the entire 'Ekklesia'.
The body-hood of the 'Ekklesia' is not something we build or create; it is truth which
we must come to accept. With Christ as our Head, we can then begin the long journey
of living out this truth, even and especially when we quarrel with other parts of the
'Ekklesia'.
TFTD: The global 'Ekklesia' is huge, and we don't know most of them. How then do we
suffer and rejoice with our brethren whom we do not know?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 23, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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AUG 24, MONDAY

2 Co 5:17–21; Eph 1:7–23

The Church, Church Membership & Discipleship Groups

Eph 2:19–20

Responsibilities & Privileges of Church Membership: Requirements
Requirements for Church Membership:
When the church began (Acts 2), the only requirement to be a member of the Church
was the need to be ‘saved’ (Acts 2:47).
Similarly, anyone taking up SSMC Church Membership needs to have personally
confessed his/her sins and accepted Jesus into his/her heart as Saviour, Lord and
Master before he/she can become a church member.
In SSMC, new members (to better understand their own personal faith and the
importance of church membership) are required to complete:
a. Any ONE of the following Basic Foundation Courses
i.
Methodist Foundation Series (1 on 1)
ii.
Start Right (1 on 1)
iii.
Alpha Film Series (in a group)
b. Attend a 4-hour session on Baptism, Holy Communion, Church History and
Church membership.
c. Complete a session of renouncing – clearing the past.
d. Have a sponsor eg. Discipleship Group Leader.
(NB: Transfer of Church Membership – only (b) to (c) required, together with Letter of
Transfer from their previous church.)

TFTD: The Christian Life is never meant to be lived alone but always in a community.
Reflect on this thought today.

P.R.A.Y
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AUG 25, TUESDAY

Mat 5:33–37; 2 Co 1:17–22; Deu 23:21–23

The Church, Church Membership & Discipleship Groups

Jam 5:12b

Responsibilities & Privileges of Church Membership: Membership Vows
Reminder on SSMC Church Membership Pledges:
Q1. Do you here, in the presence of God, and of this congregation, renew the solemn
promise that you made at your Baptism?
Answer: ‘I do’
Q2. Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour and pledge your allegiance
to His Kingdom?
Answer: ‘I do’
Q3. Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Old and New
Testaments?
Answer: ‘I do’
Q4. Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to live a Christian life and
always remain a faithful member of Christ's holy Church?
Answer: ‘I do’
Q5. Will you be loyal to Sungai Way-Subang Methodist Church, and uphold her by
your prayers, presence, gifts and service?
Answer: ‘I will’
The Qs & As are very clear and concise. Everyone becoming an SSMC church member
has already pledged before God regarding his/her responsibilities as a Church
Member.
TFTD: Revisit the above 5 questions. Which one do you find hardest to fulfil? Pray and
ask God to help you to keep your pledges.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 26, WEDNESDAY

Heb 10:19–25; Act 2:42–47

The Church, Church Membership & Discipleship Groups

Heb 10:25

Responsibilities & Privileges of Church Membership: Commitment
Responsibilities of Church Membership 1
a. Commitment
‘If you want to be a member, please be a good member’ is all the more applicable
when it comes to Church Membership.
Our commitment includes:
i. Personal Daily Devotion & Worship time before the Lord – the key to spiritual
growth and development. Kept diligently, the rest will be easy; if neglected, the
rest will be a struggle.
ii. Sunday Celebration Service. This is an important part of being in a church family
– gathering together in celebration worship, to be encouraged, taught and
strengthened by the expounding of the Word, partaking in Holy Communion
and praying for different and varied needs.
iii. Being and Growing as a Disciple of Jesus – most effective by being a member of
a Discipleship Group
iv. Praying for the Church – her members and ministries. We Gather to Worship;
We Scatter to Witness. Be a witness of Christ every day and everywhere.
TFTD: Have I been a good Church Member even as I review the above list? If not, what
changes do I need to make?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 27, THURSDAY

Rom 12:3–13; Heb 3:12–14; Matt 25:14–30

The Church, Church Membership & Discipleship Groups

2 Cor 8:5

Responsibilities & Privileges of Church Membership: Contribution
Responsibilities of Church Membership 2
b. Contribution
We are not in church just to receive but also to contribute:
i.
Time – a very precious commodity in today’s fast paced world. Many find it
extremely difficult to find time to attend Church services regularly and even
harder, time to serve.
ii. Service – all can serve the Lord; it’s a matter of degree, ability and availability.
Individual giftings when used together in service will greatly enhance
effectiveness in ministry and witness.
iii. Possessions – All we possess, including our children (if applicable) are
blessings from God; we are just God’s stewards. Let’s learn to live with ‘open
palms’ giving to God for His service and continuing to receive His gifts and
blessings.
iv. Finance – Monetary contribution is important but we must be careful not to
use it to replace our service and time commitment. Ideally, we should first
learn to give of ourselves before we give financially (2 Co 8:5).
TFTD: Have I learned to ‘give of myself first’ (2 Co 8:5) before I make my other
contributions?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 28, FRIDAY

1 Th 5:12–28; Joh 21:15–17; Eze 34:1–10

The Church, Church Membership & Discipleship Groups

1 Th 5:12

Responsibilities & Privileges of Church Membership: Accountability & Coverage
The ‘family analogy’ for the Church is very apt and relevant. Christ is the Head of the
church. In the local church, the Pastor exercises oversight over her members (1 Th
5:12). Note the Lord’s command to Peter (John 21:15-17) to ‘tend’, ‘take care’ and
‘feed’ His sheep.

Peter became the leader for the early church, ‘shepherding’ and keeping the flock safe
(Acts 20:29-31). Pastors (Eph 4:11), bishops (1 Tim 3:1-7) and deacons (1 Tim 3:8-13)
are recognised positions of leadership to shepherd the flock. They have authority to
watch over and protect ‘the sheep’ e.g. 1 Th 5:12 – “who are over you in the Lord and
who admonish you.”
As church members, we know that God has appointed the pastors to watch over us
with love and care. They are God’s appointed servants to lead, guide and protect us in
walking the narrow path.
TFTD: Please pray for pastors and leaders, for much wisdom and ability to shepherd the
people of God under their care.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 29, SATURDAY

Heb 13:15–25; Mat 18:15–20; 1 Co 5:1–8

The Church, Church Membership & Discipleship Groups

Heb 13:17

Responsibilities & Privileges of Church Membership: Accountability & Discipline
Church Membership is also good and necessary in the whole area of accountability and
discipline.
The Pastor is appointed by God to take care of his sheep in the church; he is also to
pastor the local Community or town where the Church is located and to be God’s light
and salt (Matt 5:13-16). The Pastor must do all he can to bring and share the Gospel
with the people in the community. (Ultimately, conviction of sin and salvation is purely
the work of the Holy Spirit.)
The Pastor will be held personally responsible and accountable before God for his own
church members (Heb 13:17).
This is another ‘privilege’ of church membership– to know your Pastor will be watching
over you for your good.
Accountability and Discipline is a two-way street – a church member must want to be
accountable to the Pastor as much as a Pastor wants to be accountable for the
members.
TFTD: Am I willing to be held accountable to my Pastor for how I live my life?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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AUG 30, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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“He appointed twelve that

they might be with him

and that He might send them out to preach
and to have authority to drive out demons.”
Mark 3:14-15
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