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BWJ 2020 - Reading the Bible TOPICALLY
Sunday

SSMC’s VISION

Transforming Lives, Expanding His Kingdom
Dear SSMC Church Family,
2020 has been a roller-coaster experience for everyone with many unheard of,
unimaginable things happening which have been excitingly challenging to our
individual faith and as a church. The initial learning curve to transition
overnight into an online church – for all our meetings, services and outreach
activities – has been steep but the old saying, ‘Necessity is the mother of all
inventions’ held true. And we managed to overcome the initial hiccups fairly
smoothly and successfully. For that we are thankful to our Heavenly Father
and to the church family for your cooperation and unity. We are just at the half
way mark with another six months yet to go. Pray that things will begin to
settle down into this new normal that we are getting used to.
Despite the upheaval in our lives caused by the Covid19 pandemic, our
journey in reading God’s Word – the Bible – over the past four years has
continued unabated. We started in 2017 with reading through the New
Testament; in 2018 and 2019 we covered the Old Testament chronologically;
for 2020 we are reading through the Bible topically, covering all the major
scriptural themes and topics. Not only have we been reading through the
Bible but we have also been sharing and discussing our readings in our weekly
Discipleship Groups as well as having difficult passages and themes preached
during our Sunday Services. It has been a long, long journey. I hope we have
not only enjoyed the journey through the Bible together as a church family
but that we have also managed to take in the beauty of the scenery along the
way, and have gained a better appreciation and understanding of God’s
eternal word.
God’s transformative Word is as Heb 4:12 declares: “living and active” able to
penetrate the hardest heart. His Word is also “like fire and a hammer” (Jer
23:29). It is able to burn away sin and wrong-doings as well as smash through
barriers and resistance to God and His Will if we will allow it to happen.
Ultimately, it is not the reading, discussing or the preaching of God’s Word
that is the purpose of this entire journey. The key purpose that is our pursuit
and goal from day one remains the same – the Transformation of individual
lives – so that collectively, we will see God’s Kingdom Expand and Extend to
His Glory.

4

SSMC’s VISION

Transforming Lives, Expanding His Kingdom
It’s my prayer as your Pastor, your shepherd under the Great Shepherd, that
your spiritual life, walk and relationship with the Lord has grown and
deepened over the years and that all who have tasted of the sweetness and
power of His Word and goodness will hunger and thirst for more in the years
to come.
Our journey/ adventure is not coming to an end. A new chapter is just
beginning, unknown yet full of possibilities, adventures and God-moments.
Our life stories are all still being written. May we all live, work, serve, minister
and mature in ways that will enable us to have a worthy God-honouring story
to share at the end of our days.
God Bless
Ps Swee Ming
27 July 2020
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

Begin with Prayer, asking God through His Holy Spirit to:
• Give you understanding as you READ and REFLECT on His Word
• Grant you discernment & wisdom to APPLY God’s Word
• Graciously enable you to YIELD in humble submission to His
transforming Word
Take note of the KEY DOCTRINE for the week.
Then Read the daily Scripture Passages as well as the Key Verses. Please try
to use a easily understandable Bible version eg. NIV, ESV or NLT.
After reading the Scripture Passages proceed to read the short
introduction on that day’s sub-theme. This will help to give a better
understanding of the particular doctrine under consideration….
It will be helpful if you:
• Try to see the linkage between the Scripture Passage(s) and the Weekly
Key Doctrine and Daily Sub-Theme.
• As always asking WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY & HOW of the
scripture passages read will be helpful.
• Take note of REPETITIONS, SIMILARITIES and CONTRAST as well as
sentences that begin with - BUT, THEREFORE, BECAUSE, IF and THEN.
To APPLY, sometimes it’s helpful to ask :
• Is there a lesson to learn?
• Is there a command to obey?
• Is there a sin to avoid?
• Is there an example to follow?
• Is there a promise to claim and keep?
• What encouragement or comfort may I gain?
• What new perspective is God showing me?
OR just to be still in the Lord’s Presence and ask Him to speak to you what
is that ONE THING you need to learn from today’s reading and how can it
be applied in my life to bring about life transformation?
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

“To the degree & to the extent that I yield and submit to the Holy Spirit in my life,
God’s Kingdom will come more and more into my life, my family, my Discipleship
Group, my work, my Church & my community.”

My Prayer
Close in THANKSGIVING prayer for all that you have learned:
• Pray for obedience and strength to faithfully work out the ONE THING
that you have been reminded by His Holy Spirit.
• Bring to the Lord any prayer request that you may have for yourself,
family, church, work, friends in the area of health, guidance,
relationships, protection, provision etc.
• Good to write down key prayer items as a reminder of what and when
you brought them before the Lord.
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
The daily readings for BWJ 2020 has been formatted as such:
Date

AUG 31, MONDAY

SCRIPTURE READING

1 Co 12:12–27; Eph 4:14–16

Bodylife

1 Co 12:12

KEY DOCTRINE

KEY VERSES

SUB-TITLE

What Does ‘Body-Life’ Mean?
The Body of Christ is the Church, made up of believers in Him (1 Co 12:27). Christ is Head
of the Body (Col 1:18), with the fullness of the Godhead (Eph 1:22–23).
TFTD: How am I fulfilling my unique role as part of the body-life of SSMC?
INTRODUCTION / SUMMARY TO SUB-TITLE
TFTD: ThoughT for the day

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

JOURNAL YOUR REFLECTIONs & PRAYER here
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

AUG 31, MONDAY

1 Co 12:12–27; Eph 4:14–16

Bodylife

1 Co 12:12

What Does ‘Body-Life’ Mean?
The Body of Christ is the Church, made up of believers in Him (1 Co 12:27). Christ is
Head of the Body (Col 1:18), with the fullness of the Godhead (Eph 1:22–23).
Paul explains that just as the human body is composed of different parts, each with its
unique function, so also is the Body of Christ (1 Co 12:12-27). If the Church is to
function like the human body, then body-life is about how we relate to one another in
ways that demonstrate:
i.
unity amidst diversity- every part being important and essential
ii.
interdependence - each part functioning individually and in harmony with the
other parts
iii. total dependency on the Head - every part submitted to Christ, the Head
Body-life points to a life of fellowship (koinonia) with one another and with God. This is
God’s plan for His Church.
TFTD: How am I fulfilling my unique role as part of the body-life of SSMC?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 1, TUESDAY
Bodylife

Rom 12:1–21
Rom 12:10

Body-Life @ Work
Paul says it takes:
i.
a committed life to the Lord (Rom 12:1)
ii.
a contrasted life to the world (Rom 12:2); to be in the world yet not of the world
(Joh 17:14–16)
iii. (a connected life to Christ’s Church (Rom 12:3–5), to bring all parts of the Body
into alignment to God’s plan and under His headship
We are to use our diverse gifts to minister and exhort (Rom 12:6–8). The rest of Rom
12 provides practical ways - love, kindness, diligence, patience, prayer, humility - to
live out the commitment, contrast, and connection in body-life.
TFTD: What is my level of commitment to:
i.
the Lord?
ii.
the body-life in my local church, SSMC?
What do I need to do to grow this level of commitment, contrast and connection?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 2, WEDNESDAY

Eph 4:11–16; Act 2:41–47

Bodylife

Eph 4:16

Body-Life: Goals and Results
Paul’s goals for body-life are:
i.
Unity - “until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God” (Eph 4:13). It is only when we learn to submit to one another and truly care
for one another that we will see unity in the midst of all the diversity in the Church.
ii.
Christ-likeness - “to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13)
iii. Maturity - growing in maturity in Christ, in truth through love, not being swayed by
every wind of doctrine (Eph 4:14–16)
iv. Growing in holiness (Eph 2:21–22)
v.
Church growth - body-life produces a healthy environment of interdependence in
which people desire to do their part, exercising their spiritual gifts (Acts 2:41–47)
TFTD: How am I growing in Christ by my participation in body-life? How am I helping
others to grow?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 3, THURSDAY

1 Pe 4:8–11; Col 3:12–17; Phi 2:3–4; Heb 10:25

Bodylife

1 Pe 4:8

Body-Life and ‘One Another’
There are 59 ‘one another’ exhortations in the NT. For these to become a reality, we
must have:
• Intentionality to live them out
• Humility to look out for the interests of others
• Accountability to be our brothers’ keeper
We cannot fulfil these ‘one another’ exhortations just by warming the pews on Sundays.
We need life-on-life encounters in DGs, GIFT Groups or similar accountability groups.
Assembling together in small groups is vital and irreplaceable to a healthy body-life.
 “love one another” (Joh 15:12)
 “instruct one another” (Rom 15:14)
 “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal 6:2)
 “forgiving one another” (Eph 4:32)
 “encourage one another” (I Th 5:11)
 “confess your sins to one another” (Jas 5:16)
For full list, please refer to:
https://overviewbible.com/one-another-infographic/
TFTD: How can I be more intentional in any of these areas in our DG body-life? For this
week, put into practice one of these exhortations in your relationship with a DG member.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 4, FRIDAY

Luk 6:12–19, 9:1–2; Joh 13:34–35

Bodylife

Joh 13:34–35

Jesus and Body-Life
Writer Henri Nouwen identifies 3 disciplines that Jesus practiced for body-life:
• In Solitude. Jesus prepared Himself by spending time alone with God (Luk 6:12).
Our relationship with God is where it all begins.
• In Community with the disciples (Luk 6:13–16). Body-life must always be lived out
in a loving, caring community such as our DG or GIFT Group.
• In Ministry to the world (Luk 6:17–19). Body-life always has in mind the goal of
reaching and touching those outside the Body with God’s love, grace and mercy.
Experiencing God’s love in body-life is the key to having a vibrant community (Joh
13:34-35) which will naturally lead to ministry beyond the four walls of the Church,
thus fulfilling the ministry of reconciliation and restoration to our loving Father (2 Co
5:18).
TFTD: How does God’s love empower me to love ‘one another’ in the DG and the larger
faith community? How can we encourage the DG to minister to ‘one another’ within
and beyond the DG?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 5, SATURDAY

Joh 5:17, 19–20; Heb 10:24, 25

Bodylife

Heb 10:25

Body-Life – A Conclusion
The ‘normative’ Christian body-life starts from having a relationship with God and
knowing our identity in Him.
Christ’s last command is to “Go into all the world to share the Goods News”. While
meeting for fellowship and mutual encouragement is needful (Heb 10:25), we must
always get out of our salt-shaker to be the salt and light to the world (Mat 5:13–16).
Technological advances have made it possible to reach out to vast numbers with the
Gospel. However, the world is looking for authenticity in Christians and the Church.
Authentic body-life that can be seen and ‘tasted’ is still very much needed to reach an
increasingly skeptical, individualistic world that subscribes to relativism in place of
absolute truth.
TFTD: Am I living an authentic Christian life at home, work, and play ? If not, pray and
ask God to help you to become one “after His own heart”.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 6, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 7, MONDAY
Accountability

2 Sa 11; Eph 6:10–12
Eph 6:12

What Is Accountability?
Accountability is being responsible to someone, and being responsible for one's
actions. For a Christian, accountability is about exhorting and encouraging one another
so that we become faithful disciples of Christ.
The word ‘accountability’ has negative connotations for some because it suggests loss
of privacy. For example, the word ‘black’ has a negative connotation because we
associate it with words like blacklist or blackmail. However, it really is no different from
other words denoting colour.
There is much temptation in the world today and Satan is always striving to create
even more (Eph 6:10-12). Thus, many Christians need accountability to win this
spiritual battle. King David was alone that evening when Satan tempted him into
adultery with Bathsheba (2 Sa 11). If he had someone he was accountable to, the
outcome might have been different.
TFTD: Some say, ‘No need for accountability because we have liberty in Christ’. Your
thoughts?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 8, TUESDAY

1 Pe 5:1–11; Ecc 4:9–12; Gal 6:1–2

Accountability

Pro 27:17

Why Does Accountability Matter?
Accountability is a threat to those who like to ‘be my own person’ and ‘do my own
thing’. Most people do not like being told what to do or how to do it. However, as no
one is immune from sin or failure, accountability matters.
Accountability is not just for the weak. It is also for the strong who wants to be
stronger (Pro 27:17, Gal 6:1-2). Greatness and authenticity cannot happen without
accountability, humility and connection (1 Pe 5:1–11; Ecc 4:9–12).
In his book, The Disciple Making Pastor, Bill Hull says, ‘To believe you can make
disciples or develop true maturity in others without some form of accountability is like
believing that you can raise children without discipline, run a company without rules, or
lead an army without authority. Accountability is to the Great Commission what tracks
are to a train.’
TFTD: How can accountability help you become a better disciple of Christ?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 9, WEDNESDAY

2 Co 5:6–10

Rev 20:11–16; Heb 10:24–25; 1 Pe 1:22; 1 Th 5:11
Accountability

Heb 10:24

Who Are You Accountable To?
Timothy McVeigh, the man convicted of the 1995 bombing that killed 168 people in
Oklahoma City, wrote these words before his execution, ‘I am the master of my fate; I
am the captain of my soul.’
McVeigh was mistaken. Like everyone on earth, he was accountable to God. The
Christian’s accountability is at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Co 5:10). For the
unbelievers, they will stand before the Great White Throne (Rev 20:11–16).
Christians are also accountable to one another. The phrase ‘one another’ occurs over
100 times in the New Testament. It is derived from the Greek word allelon which
means ‘one another, each other.’ We are called to an earnest love for one another and
to spur, encourage, and build up one another (Heb 10:24-25; 1 Pe 1:22; 1 Th 5:11).
TFTD: Do you have an accountability partner or group? If you don’t, think of how can
you begin to have one.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 10, THURSDAY

Rom 14:7–12

Mat 12:36–37; Pro 18:21; Jam 3:9; Eze 33:7–9; 1 Pe 4:5
Accountability

Rom 14:12

What Are You Accountable For?
We are accountable for how we live our lives. Our everyday decisions matter to God
and to those around us (Rom 14:7–12). We are accountable for every word we speak
(Mat 12:36–37). Our tongue has the power of life and death (Pro 18:21). Do we use
our words to destroy or to bring blessing to others (Jam 3:9)?
We are accountable to warn unbelievers of the consequence of their unbelief (Eze
33:7–9). God sent Jesus Christ to die for all our sins. The Lord will hold us accountable
for not sharing the Good News with unbelievers.
Unbelievers are accountable for rejecting the truth (1 Pe 4:5). The Lord has revealed
His truth to everyone. However, because of the hardness of their hearts, some will
reject God. They will stand before God and give an account for rejecting Christ.
TFTD: Are you living your life for the glory of the Lord?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 11, FRIDAY

Rom 12:9–15
Rom 14:13; Gal 6:1–2; Pro 27:6; Col 3:12–17

Accountability

Rom 12:15

When Is Accountability A Blessing?
Accountability is a blessing when it is done with God’s love (Rom 12:9–15). God can
transform a superficial relationship into a devoted relationship. We become a blessing
when we choose to rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who mourn.
Accountability is a blessing when we choose to extend grace and not judgment when
someone shares about his failures and struggles (Rom 14:13).
Accountability is a blessing when we restore someone gently and share his burdens
(Gal 6:1–2). Wounds from a sincere friend are better than many kisses from an enemy
(Pro 27:6).
Accountability is a blessing when we are an ambassador for Christ by showing others
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiveness (Col 3:12–17).
We bring healing and wholeness to the bruised and wounded. We bring the aroma of
Christ to those who need it.
TFTD: Are you a blessing to others?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 12, SATURDAY

Rom 3:20-24, 7:7–12
Eph 2:8–9; Col 2:20–23

Accountability

Rom 3:23–24

When Is Accountability A Burden?
Accountability is a burden when:
• we have lost sight of the seriousness of sin or when we have lost sight of the
greatness of God’s grace (Rom 3:20–24, 7:7–12; Eph 2:8–9).
• it is seen merely as a means to stop us from doing ‘bad’ things. We reduce holiness
to merely not sinning.
• it is mere rule keeping and not life transformation. Merely following rigid ascetic
regulations lacks any value in restraining sensual indulgence (Col 2:20–23).
• it demands us to do more instead of being more like Christ.
• the good news about the person and work of Christ is not at its heart.
• the focus is to change the outer self and not to transform the inner self.
TFTD: Have you fallen prey to a wrong approach towards accountability?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 13, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 14, MONDAY

Luk 18:35–43, 7:1–10, 36–50

Personal Faith

Joh 3:17–18

Importance of Personal Faith
Personal faith is a prerequisite to Christian living for without it there can be no
salvation, and no peace with God. Heb 11:6 says, “ And without faith it is impossible to
please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that
He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”
In the healing of the blind beggar in Luk 18:42, Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight;
your faith has healed you.” In Luk 7:50 Jesus, when anointed by a sinful woman, said to
her, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Faith must arise from one’s own heart, a faith that lays hold of what the Son of God
has done for us. The faith of our parents, our spouse or anyone else does not save us.
TFTD: Do you have a personal faith in Jesus Christ? It is good to re-affirm your own
personal faith in Jesus Christ, not only as Savior but also as the Lord and Master of your
life.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 15, TUESDAY
Personal Faith

Heb 11:1–40
Mar 9:23–24

Recognizing Faith
Robert Ross (Wycliffe Bible Commentary) says that Heb 11:1 is not really a definition of
faith but rather a description of faith. ‘Faith is trust in the unseen. It is not trust in the
unknown. Faith is the ultimate assurance and the ultimate evidence that things not
seen are realities.’
If we desire spiritual renewal, we must have faith that our spiritual pursuit will be
rewarded. Faith then is a certainty that what we believe in will come about, grounded
in our understanding and experience of God.
If our faith is weak, we can ask God for the faith we need. God is the only one who can
give us faith. As we approach Him with empty hands and open hearts, asking him to
come and take charge of our lives, faith can arise and grow. Learning about God
through the Bible and experiencing His provision for us reinforces our faith in Him.
TFTD: Faith is ‘visible’ because it is transformative. Reflect on this.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 16, WEDNESDAY

Joh 5:1–15; Gen 12:1–4

Personal Faith

Jam 2:23–24

Responsive Faith
When the invalid at Bethesda responded in faith and obedience to Jesus, he was
healed. Faith must be backed by action.
God called Abram to leave his known world and go into the great unknown.
Abraham’s faith rendered him righteous in God’s eyes (Gen 15:6; Rom 4:3; Jam 2:23).
Faith calls for a response:
•
“If you will confess with your mouth you will be saved”
•
“Stretch forth your hand”
•
“Take up you bed and walk”
•
“Peter, come to me walking on the water”
•
“Give and it shall be given unto you”
•
“Go, sell everything… then come, follow me”
In some instances, it involves taking risks as well as making sacrifices , as exemplified
by martyrs and the persecuted church.
TFTD: Faith encompasses obedience. Reflect on this. Were there risks or sacrifices in
your Christian journey thus far?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 17, THURSDAY

Gen 22:1–18; Jam 1:1–18; 1 Co 10:13

Personal Faith

Jam 1:2–3

Testing of Faith
When “God tested Abraham,” it involved his beloved son Isaac - the promised, longawaited son. How will we respond to such a test?
We will never know the level of our own commitment unless it is tested. Confronted
with challenging situations, we may struggle with thoughts that it is:
•
unreasonable and we ask, ‘Why Lord?’
•
untimely and we ask, ‘Why now, Lord?’
•
unfair and we ask, ‘Why me, Lord?’
•
unbearable and we ask, ‘How can I stand it, Lord?’
However, we can be certain that God does not test us capriciously but every test God
allows is for a purpose - to reveal His faithfulness, to teach us new truths, to mould us,
or to bring about spiritual growth.
TFTD: God tests us to build us up, the devil tempts us to bring us down. What tests are
you facing?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 18, FRIDAY

1 Th 5:16–24; Phi 4:4–13; Rom 5:1–5

Personal Faith

Mar 11:22

Rejoicing Faith
The Bible is not a self-help book designed to make us happy. Jesus never promise a
happy, easy, or prosperous life to those who believe in Him. However, He promises an
abundant life to all who follow Him.
Jesus came to serve by bringing Good News to the poor, sight to the blind, food for the
spiritually hungry, and healing for the sick. If we do all these, we will have plenty of
reason to rejoice.
God’s Kingdom as taught by Jesus is very different from the ways of the world. Faith in
God changes our perception and our approach to life’s challenges. A robust faith in
God gives us a joyful expectation and a restedness in Him because we know He is in
control.
If we allow God to take charge, God “can do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine” (Eph 3:20).
TFTD: Are you living out a joyful faith?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

27

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 19, SATURDAY
Personal Faith

Jam 1:19–2, 2:14–26
Jam 2:17

Walking Out Our Faith
Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” (Joh
10:27). “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom 10:17).
When we hear and obey God’s Word and we experience God at work in our lives, our
faith will rise up and be strengthened further.
Having faith in Christ involves trusting in His Word and living out His commands.
Walking in faithful obedience to Jesus daily is not easy and we all fall short all the time.
Yet we need to persist and persevere in this journey of sanctification to become more
and more Christ-like (2 Co 3:18).
We cannot expect to help others follow Christ well, if we are not doing so ourselves. To
be an effective disciple and discipler, we must take heed as to how we are living out
our daily journey of faith.
TFTD: John Maxwell says, We cannot lead anyone farther than we have been
ourselves.’ Reflect on this.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 20, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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SEP 21, MONDAY

2 Ti 3:16–17; Col 1:28–29; Gal 4:19

Self-Feeding

1Pe 2:2-3

From Infancy to Maturity
Self-feeding is the transition from dependence on others to feed us to learning to feed
ourselves. It is part of our journey of faith as a disciple of the Lord Jesus.

Infant, bottle feed: dependent
Baby birds, beak feeds: dependent
Give a man a fish and he eats for a day. Handout feeds: dependent.
Bill Hybels, founder Pastor of Willow Creek Community Church, made this statement at
a Leadership Summit:
‘We made a mistake. What we should have done when people crossed the line of faith
and became Christians, we should have started telling people and teaching people that
they have to take responsibility to become “self feeders”. We should have gotten
people, taught people how to read their bible between services, how to do the spiritual
practices much more aggressively on their own.’
TFTD: Trace your own spiritual journey of how you grew from being an infant in Christ
to become a maturing believer.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

30

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 22, TUESDAY

Heb 5:11–14; Rom 8:28–30

Self-Feeding

Heb 5:13-14

Becoming a Self-Feeder
Be Honest
We start our spiritual journey of faith as spiritual babies. Babies, bundles of cuteness
that they may be, need to grow up! God desires us to grow from spiritual infancy to
maturity and in likeness to His Son (Rom 8:28-30). Self-feeding is growing up – we no
longer depend on others to feed us.
Question: Do I want to grow up in my faith? Be Honest. We have to take responsibility
for our own spiritual growth.
Be Hungry
Food is best enjoyed when we are hungry. So come hungry. Have a big appetite for
God’s Word. As an infant grows, his appetite enlarges. He progresses from bottlefeeding to spoon- feeding and to his first attempts at self-feeding. From milk to mushy
baby food and then to solid meat. The healthy baby is a hungry baby. So Be Hungry.
The Lord has given us His resources for spiritual growth:
i.
The Word of God
ii.
The Holy Spirit
iii.
Fellow disciples.
TFTD: What is my spiritual appetite and my diet like? What changes will I make in order
to grow?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 23, WEDNESDAY

1 Pe 2:2–3; 1 Pe 5:5

Self-Feeding

Col 3:9–16

Becoming a Self-Feeder
Be Hardworking
The ability to feed ourselves on the Word of God is a mark of maturity. Be ready to
work to gain spiritual growth. Paul reminded Timothy that it is the hardworking farmer
who will get to enjoy a share of the crops (2 Ti 2:6). Developing spiritual disciplines
requires diligence and commitment. Messy food spills are part of a toddler’s selffeeding attempts. But with perseverance he will soon be an adept self-feeder.
Be Humble
A toddler learning to feed himself needs assistance. Similarly, the young Christian will
find the guidance of an older Christian immensely helpful. Have a teachable heart; be
ready to learn from others. Are you having difficulties reading the Bible or keeping a
daily QT? Ask for help.
As we grow in self-feeding, our times with the Lord will become a delight. We gain
insight and learn to apply God’s truths to our own lives.
Stay Humble. Be ready to guide a young believer to become a self-feeder.
TFTD: Is there someone you can i) ask for help OR ii) offer to help to become a selffeeder?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

32

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 24, THURSDAY
Self-Feeding

Psa 1; Col 3:16
Mar 3:13–15

The Daily Quiet Time
At the heart of self-feeding is growing a deepening personal relationship with
the Lord Jesus. The daily Quiet Time is an essential discipline to develop. There
is no substitute for this personal time with the Lord where we:
i.
read the Bible
ii. listen
iii. pray
The Word of God is food for our growth. Without a daily intake we will remain
infants. The Lord Jesus maintained regular communion times with His Father
(Mar 1:35, 6:46; Luk 6:12; Mat 14:23), setting us an example.

Keeping the Quiet Time
WHEN – Schedule a regular time. Whatever part of the day, set it aside, keep
it daily.
WHERE – Find a place which is quiet.
WHAT – Decide what you will do: praise, pray, read God’s Word. A daily Bible
Reading Plan such as BWJ, SU Notes, or WordLive is helpful. The Holy Spirit
gives us understanding as we learn to feed ourselves on God’s Word and grow
up.
TFTD: Is there someone you could help to get started on keeping a regular
Quiet Time?
P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

33

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 25, FRIDAY
Self-Feeding

Act 17:10–12
Psa 119:1–16

Learning from the Bereans
Read Acts 17:10 –12 (NIV)
1. Where did Paul and Silas preach the Word of God?
2. What does this tell us about the identity of the listeners?
3. How did the Berean listeners receive the message?
4. What does it mean to ‘examine’ the Scriptures?
Why did the Bereans set about this task? Who helped them?
5. In what situations would you desire/need to ‘examine’ the Word of God?
6. What do the words ‘every day’ tell us about the Bereans?
7. What happened as a result?
TFTD: What TWO things can we learn from the
Bereans and apply to our reading and study of
God’s Word?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 26, SATURDAY
Self-Feeding

Psa 19
Psa 119:24,35,43,44

The Joy and Fruit of Self Feeding
GROW – depth in personal relationship with the Lord. We will develop a cherished
closeness with Him. In our times alone with the Lord, He teaches, corrects, rebukes
and trains us in His Word and His ways. We learn to abide in Him.
GROW – maturity in our faith. ‘I’m not growing because the Sunday sermons/weekly
BS are not feeding me enough.’ When we learn to feed ourselves, we do not depend
solely on weekly feeds to nourish our spirits. Self-feeders maintain a regular daily
intake of God’s Word. Our faith matures. We are no longer infants tossed and blown
here and there by every wind of teaching (Eph 4:14-16). Like the Bereans, we must
learn to examine the Word of God.
GROW – readiness in service. An important area of service is to help another Christian
make the transition from dependence on others to feeding himself. This is the vital
ministry of discipling.
TFTD: In your Quiet Time today, thank the Lord for feeding you from His word and
helping you to grow in your faith.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 27, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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SEP 28, MONDAY

Exo 15:11–13; 2 Co 7:1; 1 Pe 1:10–16

Rules for Holy Living

Rom 6:14

Holiness Is For You
To be holy is to be morally blameless, to be separated from sin and, consecrated to
God. The word signifies ‘separation to God, and the conduct befitting those so
separated’.
If holiness is so basic to the Christian life, why do many Christians feel constantly
defeated in their struggle with sin?
1)

Our attitude toward sin is more self-centered than God-centered. We are more
concerned about our own ‘victory’ over sin than that our sins grieve the heart of
God.

2)

We have misunderstood “living by faith” (Gal 2:20) as meaning that no effort at
holiness is required on our part. Some even suggest that our effort to combat sin
is “of the flesh” as we should live only by grace.

3)

We do not take sin seriously as we mentally categorize sins into two categories the unacceptable and the tolerable.

TFTD: To have victory over sin, we first need to be God-centred.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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SEP 29, TUESDAY

Psa 20:1–3; Psa 46:1–3; Heb 4:14–16; Rom 7:14–25

Rules for Holy Living

Rom 6:11

Help In The Daily Battle
We may have resolved never to give in again to a particular temptation, and yet we do.
Satan comes to us and says, ‘You might as well give up. You can never overcome that
sin.’ It is true that in ourselves we cannot. But we are “alive unto God”, united to Him
who strengthens us to fight temptations. We are “alive unto God” as He has given us
His Holy Spirit to live within us (1 The 4:7-8).
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones said, ‘I lose my sense of hopelessness because I can say to
myself that not only am I no longer under the dominion of sin, but I am under the
dominion of another power that nothing can frustrate. However weak I may be, it is
the power of God that is working in me.’
TFTD: Should we not have renewed hope when we are under the dominion of God’s
power?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

38

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

SEP 30, WEDNESDAY

Deu 6:20–25; Heb 12:1–13

Rules for Holy Living

1 Ti 4:7

The Place Of Personal Discipline
The way to obtain godliness is through Christian discipline. Paul said, “All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness” (2 Ti 3:16).
We must ensure our schedules include time for a daily intake of the Word of God. A
disciplined feeding on the Word of God not only involves a planned time; it also
involves a planned method, consisting of four aspects:
•
hearing the word taught by spiritual leaders and teachers (Jer 3:15)
•
reading the Scriptures ourselves (Deu 17:19)
•
studying the Scriptures intently (Pro 2:1-5)
•
memorizing key passages (Psa 119:11)
Any training—physical, mental, or spiritual—requires perseverance. If we persevere,
we gradually see progress. In time to come, we find ourselves succeeding more than
failing. This is also true as we seek to put to death specific sins.
TFTD: If physical training is good for our body, should not spiritual discipline be good for
our spiritual life?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 1, THURSDAY

Gen 3:2–7; Gal 6:1–5; Jam 4:7–10

Rules for Holy Living

1 Cor 9:27

Holiness In Body
True holiness includes control over our physical bodies and appetites. Gluttony and
laziness, for example, were regarded by early Christians as sin. Along with such sins of
the body as sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, Paul also mentions greed,
which he says is idolatry (Col 3:5).
Our body wars against our soul in a twofold manner. Firstly, it makes us discontented
and envious of others. Secondly, it leads us to indulge our bodies so that we become
soft and lazy. When Paul talks about making his body his slave, he is not thinking about
physical disqualification, but spiritual.
The place to start controlling our physical cravings or appetites is to reduce our
exposure to temptation. Apostle Paul says, “Flee the evil desires of youth” (2 Ti 2:22).
Some temptations are best overcome through fleeing.
TFTD: Examine your life and identify any temptations. Bring them to the Lord in prayer,
seeking cleansing and strength in overcoming them.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 2, FRIDAY

Pro 4:20–23; Phi 2:12–13; Joh 6:35–40

Rules for Holy Living

Phi 2:13

Holiness And Our Wills
We must learn how to bring our wills into submission and obedience to the will of God
on a daily, hour-by-hour basis.
Therefore, we must guard what enters our minds and what influences our emotions.
Solomon says, “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of
life” (Pro 4:23, NASB). If we diligently guard our minds and emotions, we will see the
Holy Spirit working in us to conform our wills to His (Phi 2:12-13).
Satan attacks our reason to confuse and cloud the issues so that he can conquer us
through our desires. This was his strategy with Eve (Gen 3:1-6). He attacked her reason
by questioning God’s integrity, but his primary temptation was aimed at her desire. So
Eve saw that the tree was good for food, a delight to the eyes, and desirable for
making one wise (Gen 3:6; 1 Jo 2:16).
TFTD: In your daily pursuits, do you stop to ask, ‘Am I fulfilling my own will or honouring
God’s will?’

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 3, SATURDAY

Joh 17:15–23; Mat 5:13–16

Rules for Holy Living

Joh 17:15

Holiness In An Unholy World
Christians are not meant to withdraw from the world as we are to be “the salt of the
earth” and “the light of the world” (Mat 5:13-14).
To the Pharisees’ complaint that Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners, Jesus
replied, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call
the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luk 5:30-32).
We need to ask God for wisdom, strength and tenacity; abhorring evil, abstaining, and
at times even fleeing from evil. We take comfort that He does not allow us to be tested
beyond our endurance (2 Co 10:13; 2 Pe 2:9a). We must have the perspective of Paul
in Rom 8:18 as he considered “the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”
TFTD: Prayerfully consider how you can be a witness for Christ before your family,
friends, neighbours and colleagues.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 4, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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OCT 5, MONDAY

Deu 16:9–15; Jam 1:22–27

The Methodist Church

Jer 29:13

The Beginning Of The Methodist Church
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, lived in 18th-century England.
England was ill-prepared to deal with the social problems arising from the rural-urban
migration that resulted from the Industrial Revolution. The church was generally
ministering only to the middle and upper classes and did not have the moral and
spiritual leadership to handle the poverty, social injustice and immorality.
Wesley, an Oxford graduate, became a missionary to the Georgian Colony but
returned home in ‘failure’. Disillusioned and discouraged, he attended a Moravian
prayer meeting at Aldersgate Street in London and on 24th May 1738, had a revival
experience, describing his heart as being ‘strangely warmed’. With new-found
excitement and confidence, his preaching, especially to the poor in the slums, sparked
a nationwide revival movement.
TFTD: ‘Methodist’ was a derogatory term used on John Wesley and friends because of
their very methodical way of holy living. Eventually it became their badge of honor,
living holy lives and spreading God’s word.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 6, TUESDAY

Eze 36:24–32; Joh 3:1–8

The Methodist Church

Eze 36:26

Aldersgate Experience - ‘My Heart Strangely Warmed’
While sailing to Georgia with 26 German Moravians, Wesley was deeply impressed by
them - young and old - as they prayed and sang confidently during a fierce storm,
while the crew and passengers remained terrified.
God humbled Wesley through his Georgian experience. His diary indicated his gradual
growth in faith with the help of a Moravian brother.
His Aldersgate experience on 24th May 1738 during the reading of Martin Luther's
Preface to Romans transformed his life and ministry. Ostracized by many churches for
his new style of preaching, he reluctantly turned to ‘open air’ preaching as suggested
by his friend, George Whitefield. The response of the working class astounded him.
Crowds of up to 30,000 gathered to hear him preach at markets, town-squares, and
even cemeteries. Together with his brother, Charles, and Whitefield, they shaped the
18th-century Church’s renewal in Britain and beyond.
TFTD: SSMC started on 24th May 1975 in commemoration of Wesley’s Aldersgate’s
experience. May all who attend SSMC have their own personal Aldersgate experience.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 7, WEDNESDAY

1 Pe 3:15–17; 2 Ti 3:10–4:5

The Methodist Church

2 Ti 3:16–17

Methodist Distinctiveness #1: The Bible and Salvation
Wesley once said, ‘… here I am: I and my bible. I will not, I dare not, vary from this
book, either in great things or small. I have no power to dispense with what is
contained therein. I am determined to be a Bible Christian, not almost, but altogether.’
The centrality of Scripture was so important to Wesley that he called himself ‘a man of
one book’, the Bible. He also believed in Christian tradition but this had to conform
with Biblical doctrine.
Faith must not be divorced from reason and we must be able to defend all doctrines
rationally.
Scripture, Tradition, Experience and Reason are referred to as the Methodist
quadrilateral. Tradition, experience and reason must be subject to Scripture, according
to Wesley.
TFTD: ‘Our faith rests not on our own feelings, but on the promises of a faithful God.’

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 8, THURSDAY

Eph 2:1–10; Rom 5:9–17

The Methodist Church

Eph 2:8–9

Methodist Distinctiveness #2: Doctrine of prevenient grace and the witness
of the Spirit
Prevenient Grace And The Witness Of The Spirit
Wesley emphasized in his sermons and writings:
a) Prevenient grace - The belief that all persons were capable of being saved by faith
in Christ. He understood that salvation was only possible by God’s sovereign grace
and man's relationship with God is fully dependent upon His grace. God is at work
enabling all to be able to come to faith by empowering them with the freedom of
responding to Him – to accept or to reject Him as their Savior.
a)

Witness of the Spirit - ‘a conviction within our spirit, whereby the Spirit of God
directly testifies to our spirit that we are the children of God’ (Rom 8:14).
Salvation, therefore, has to be personal - a person must ultimately believe the
Good News for himself; no one can believe on behalf of another.

TFTD: ‘All need to be saved. All may be saved. All may know themselves saved. All may
be saved to the uttermost.’

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 9, FRIDAY

Joh 17:13–19; Eph 4:11–16; Phi 2:12–13; Jam 1:27–2:26

The Methodist Church

Mat 5:16

Methodist Distinctiveness #3: Doctrine of sanctification and holiness
Sanctification and Holiness

a)

Sanctification is obtainable after justification by faith and is a process between
justification and death. Wesley did not preach ‘sinless perfection’ but ‘Christian
perfection’. God’s love, reigning supreme in the heart of a mature Christian and a
deep desire to please God, results in the avoiding of wilful intentional sins. We
cannot be absolutely perfect like God, but we can be made perfect in love towards
God and our neighbors.

b) Social Holiness occurs as we meet and worship with other Christians to grow in the
Christian life. Holiness is more than personal spirituality as it must be expressed
through a commitment to social justice, environmental issues, and even economic
and political transformation. This seeking of a ‘renewal of the whole image of God
and his creation’ enables others to become followers of Jesus. To Wesley, holiness
must encompass such ‘social holiness’.
TFTD: ‘The Gospel of Christ knows no religion but social; no holiness, but social holiness.’

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 10, SATURDAY

Rom 12:9–21; Eph 5:15–21; Jam 5:19–20

The Methodist Church

Eph 5:21

Methodist Distinctiveness #4 : Discipleship and Small Groups
John Wesley’s major contribution to the Church was his introduction of small groups.
•

Class Meetings - weekly non-homogenous gatherings of 10-12 persons for
personal supervision of spiritual growth. The emphasis was on personal
experience, rather than doctrine or Bible knowledge. Leaders were fellow
strugglers who provided spiritual oversight or pastoral care, fostering an
atmosphere of trust, and the desire to ‘bear one another’. These gatherings
provided community and mutual accountability. SSMC’s Discipleship Groups are
akin to these.

•

Bands - a voluntary homogenous group (according to gender, age, and marital
status) desiring to grow in love, holiness, and purity. Members sought to improve
their attitudes, and intentions by having 'close conversation'; the honest and soulsearching sharing of lives together. Today the nearest to bands are Accountability
Groups.

•

Societies - an educational channel to present scriptural truths in a clearly
understandable manner. Our weekly Sunday Celebration Service corresponds to
that.

TFTD: ‘We are our brother’s keeper’. Who is watching over you and who are you
keeping watch over?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 11, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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OCT 12, MONDAY

1 Pe 1:1–25

Hope and Encouragement

Rom 8:24–25

What is Biblical Hope?
Many understand hope as wishful thinking but the biblical definition of hope is
‘confident expectation’. Hope is a firm assurance regarding things that may be unclear
and unknown (Rom 8:24–25).
The New Testament idea of hope is the recognition that in Christ is the fulfilment of
the Old Testament promises (2 Co 1:20). Christian hope is rooted in faith in salvation in
Christ (Heb 11:1,7; Gal 5:5). The hope of Christians is brought into being through the
presence of the promised Holy Spirit.
It is the future hope of:
•
the return of Christ (Tit 2:11–14)
•
the resurrection of the dead (Acts 23:6)
•
transformation into the likeness of Christ (1 Jo 3:2–3)
•
eternal glory (Col 1:27)
•
eternal life and the inheritance of the saints (Tit 3:5–7)
•
the redemption of the body and of creation (Rom 8:23–25)
•
the fulfilment of the promises given to Israel (Acts 26:6–7)
TFTD: For a Christian, hope is ‘CHRIST’. Reflect on it.

P.R.A.Y
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OCT 13, TUESDAY
Hope and Encouragement

Rom 5:1–21
Rom 5:3–5

The Importance Of Hope
Without hope, life is meaningless. The righteous who put their hope in God will not be
put to shame (Isa 49:23b) as they are confident of God’s protection and help (Jer
29:11) and are free from fear and anxiety (Psa 46:1-3).
The certainty of this blessed future is guaranteed through:
•
Christ’s resurrection (2 Co 4:14)
•
Christ in us (Col 1:27)
•
the indwelling Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13–14)
Truly our hope is:
•
a blessed hope (Tit 2:11–14)
•
a living hope (1 Pe 1:3)
•
a good hope (2 Th 2:16)
•
a glorious hope (Eph 4:4 NLT)
And it is all because we have a God of hope (Rom 15:13) and a saviour in Jesus Christ (1
Th 1:3). In contrast, those who do not place their trust in God are said to be without
hope (Eph 2:12, 1 Th 4:13).
TFTD: Pray for a loved one who has yet to put his hope in Jesus. Ask God for an
opportunity to share this hope with him.

P.R.A.Y
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OCT 14, WEDNESDAY

Psa 43:1–5; 2 Co 4:1–18

Hope and Encouragement

Psa 43:5

Dealing With Hopelessness / Despair
Despair is the complete loss of hope. Circumstances press in and we cannot see a way
out. When fear grips us, hopelessness is right behind.
Paul says in 2 Co 4:8, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not in despair.” Paul suffered many hardships yet did not despair because he held
on to the knowledge that God was ultimately in control.
When we give in to despair, we are actually turning our back on hope, choosing to
disbelieve God and His many promises to deliver and provide (Psa 46:1, 50:15). Often
we choose to fix our gaze on this world, looking to it to give us happiness and
solutions.
As God’s children, we must not despair because ultimately our eternal hope is in God
(Heb 11:10). Hope is God’s gift to His children.
TFTD: Pray for someone you know who is in despair and commit him to the Lord.

P.R.A.Y
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OCT 15, THURSDAY
Hope and Encouragement

Joh 15:18–27
Joh 16:33

Encouragement
All of us need encouragement and all of us can be an encourager. Heb 3:13 says, “…
encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness…”
Paul says in 1 The 5:11, “… encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.”
There are verses throughout the Bible to encourage us when we face difficulties, as
well as verses reminding us to encourage one another. Encouragement is absolutely
necessary in our walk of faith. Jesus told His followers of the troubles they would face,
and of the world’s hatred and persecution (Joh 15:18-21; Mat 10:22-23). But Jesus’
grim forecast was tempered with cheer and a word of encouragement, “In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (Joh 16:33b).
TFTD: Say or text an encouraging word to someone today.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 16, FRIDAY

Jos 1:1–18; 1 Ki 19:1–18

Hope and Encouragement

1 Sa 30:6

Dealing With Discouragement
The Bible records the discouragement faced by many of God’s servant-leaders.

Joshua stepping into the big shoes of Moses, a man who spoke to God face to face (Exo
33:11), must have felt inadequate and fearful. Four times God encouraged him to be
“strong and courageous” (Jos1:6,7,9; Deu 31:23).
Elijah after a stunning victory on Mount Camel struggled with discouragement and
asked God to take his life (1 Ki 19:3-10). God’s remedy: Rest, Refreshment and Reencounter the Lord.
David, a man after God’s own heart, faced much discouragement. In 1 Sa 30:3-5 David
“found strength in the Lord His God” and broke free from despondency. Lifting himself
up, he gave hope to his followers and turned bitter defeat into joyous victory.
The key to overcoming discouragement is to remember God’s promises in His Word
and claim them, knowing we can stand upon them (Heb 11:13–16).
TFTD: Share an encouraging Bible verse with someone who is feeling discouraged.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 17, SATURDAY

Act 11:22–30, 13:1–12

Hope and Encouragement

Rom 15:5–6

Barnabas – “Son Of Encouragement”
His real name was Joseph, but the apostles called him Barnabas, meaning “son of
encouragement” (Acts 4:36).
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acts 4:36: encouraging generous giving by his own example
Acts 9:27: coming alongside the newly converted Paul, introducing him to the wary
church in Jerusalem
Acts 11:25-26: introducing Paul to the ministry in Antioch
Acts 13:7-46: transitioning into “Paul and Barnabas” though they started as
“Barnabas and Paul”
Acts 13:43: encouraging the believers to continue in the grace of God
Acts 15:36-41: giving John Mark a second chance, despite Mark having deserted a
previous missionary endeavour

Barnabas’ ministry gift of encouragement saw him helping, comforting, and
encouraging others to become more effective for Christ.
It has been said that without Barnabas there might have been no Paul and his letters,
and no Gospel of Mark. We need many more Barnabases in the Church today.
TFTD: Do something to encourage someone today.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 18, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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OCT 19, MONDAY

Gen 3:1–7, 15:1–6, 16:1–3; Mat 14:25–33

Doubt, Worry, Fear & Depression

Num 23:19

Is Doubt Always a Sin?
In Genesis Eve and Adam doubted God - they doubted God’s goodness and His word.
Abraham believed God’s promises, but listened to Sarai who tried to resolve her
childlessness by following the customary practices of her society. This was essentially
doubting God’s ability to transcend the natural.
When in doubt, we need to ask ourselves, ‘Who are we doubting? What are we
doubting?’ In the examples of Eve and Adam, and Sarai and Abraham, the answer is
that they doubted God and they doubted His Word to them.
That kind of doubt is wrong. God is faithful - this is the anchor we must hang on to
dissipate our doubts.
TFTD: God can be trusted. Always.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 20, TUESDAY

Jer 28:1–17; Neh 6:1–9; Joh 8:42–47

Doubt, Worry, Fear & Depression

Eph 4:14–15

Facing Doubts
We live in a world where we encounter dishonesty, untruths, and betrayals. In Jer 28
we read of lying prophets. What these prophets said contradicted what God had told
Jeremiah and that was the deciding factor for Jeremiah.
Nehemiah faced liars who tried to frighten and trap him. He had the discernment to
doubt not only their words, but their intentions as well.
Jesus discerned the malice of the religious leaders (Mat 22:18) and we, too, must pray
for much discernment. Jesus also warns us about false prophets and false Christs (Mat
24:4-5, 11). Likewise, Peter warns of false prophets and teachers (2 Pe 2:1).
While we should not be perpetually suspicious or doubtful of others, we should also
not be naive and gullible. We must be shrewd, wise and discerning (Mat 10:16).
TFTD: Now, O God, help me to be diligent in seeking You and in knowing Your Word so
that I can discern truth from error.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 21, WEDNESDAY

Gen 31:22–35; 2 Ch 20:1–12

Doubt, Worry, Fear & Depression

2 Ch 20:12b; Phil 4:6–7

Facing Worry
When Laban came searching Jacob’s caravan for his lost idols, Rachel had cause to
worry as she had stolen them. Worries can result from sin of commission and of
omission. Our worries may be the consequence of our sins. Jacob unwittingly cursed
the thief (v32), not knowing it was Rachel. Was the curse why she died in childbirth?
2 Ch 20 tells us about a king who was worried (v3). Three kingdoms conspired to attack
him. King Jehoshaphat prayed telling God, “We do not know what to do…” (v12). God
delivered him miraculously.
Overcoming the dread of worry:
1. Check for unconfessed sins. Confessing and facing the consequences frees us
from our guilt and the fear of being exposed.
2. If our anxiety is not due to sin, we need to ask God to reveal to us the source and
deliver us from our state of anxiety.
3. Cry out to God like Jehoshaphat (2 Ch 20:6–12), laying before Him our
predicament and claiming His promises.
TFTD: “We do not know what to do, but we look to you.”

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 22, THURSDAY

1 Ki 18:16–40; 2 Ch 32:1–23

Doubt, Worry, Fear & Depression

Isa 41:10

Overcoming Worry
Worry is also called anxiety and it is fear of the unknown.

Elijah challenged 450 prophets of Baal to a contest to see whose God would answer.
You may think that after building an altar and pouring water on it, he could be anxious
as to whether God would answer him. Yet Scriptures do not seem to give that
impression.
When Hezekiah was threatened by Assyria (Isa 36-37), he sent his servants in sackcloth
to inform Isaiah. Isaiah said to them, “Say to your master …. Do not be afraid” as God
would cause the Assyrians to return to Assyria before they could even start a war (2 Ki
19:7; Isa 37:33-37).
As we read of God’s many miraculous deliverances of His people we can be assured
that God can deliver us today, too. In fearful situations we can overcome anxiety and
fear through confidence in Almighty God.
TFTD: O Lord who sees all that is happening to us - hear our cries and deliver us.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 23, FRIDAY

Exo 14:5–18; Mar 4:35–41

Doubt, Worry, Fear & Depression

Mar 4:39

Facing Fear
Fear happens when we face the unknown and sometimes, the known. At times fear is
repressed deep within us.
Max Lucado writes, ‘We fear being sued, finishing last, going broke, the mole on our
back may be cancer, the new kid on the block, even the sound of the clock as it ticks us
closer to the grave. Fear has taken a hundred year lease on the building next door and
set up shop. Oversized and rude, fear is unwilling to share the heart with happiness.
Happiness complies and leaves… Fear is a big bully and it controls our lives.’
Martin Niemolle says of his first impression of Hilter in 1933, ‘I discovered that Hitler is
a terribly frightened man.’ Hitler was insecure and envious as a young man and it led
him down a path of ruin.
When our boat is storm-tossed, we must remember that Jesus is with us and He can
rebuke the wind and say to the sea, “Peace, be still.”
TFTD: ‘With Christ in the vessel we can smile at the storm’

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 24, SATURDAY

1 Ki 19:1–18; Psa 43:1–5

Doubt, Worry, Fear & Depression

Psa 43:5

Facing Depression
Depression spares no one. Even Elijah fell into depression after experiencing a mighty
display of God’s power. He fled in fear upon hearing that Jezebel wanted him dead. He
asked God to take his life.
But God fed him, spoke to him and listened to him. The Lord allowed Elijah to vocalize
his fears and distress, not once but twice (1 Ki 19:10, 14). God then gave Elijah some
assignments to execute. God’s presence and care was there for Elijah and God is there
for us, too, in our struggle to be faithful to Him.
Like Elijah we, too, may want to tell God that we have been faithful and yet
unappreciated and alone. God did not praise Elijah, He just gave him new tasks. God
addressed his fear that he was the only faithful one by telling him that there were
7,000 others who were faithful (1 Ki 19:18).
How does one overcome depression? What do we learn here?
TFTD: Does God’s joy refresh you in your hours of darkness?
https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-depressed.html

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

63

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

OCT 25, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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OCT 26, MONDAY

Joh 2:13–22; Mar 3:1–6

Anger, Resentment and Unforgiveness

Jam 1:19–20

Is Anger Wrong?
Anger is a God-given emotion that comes naturally just like happiness, sadness,
excitement and frustration. Jesus was angry on a number of occasions. An example is
the clearing of money-changers and traders from the temple.
On another occasion, Jesus asked the religious leaders if it was acceptable “to do good
on the Sabbath.” When they would not answer, "he looked around at them with anger
because of their stubborn hearts” before proceeding to heal the man with the
withered hand.
Jesus’ righteous anger was directed at the ungodly behavior and sinful actions of man.
Examples of righteous anger is anger toward the works of the flesh (Gal 5:19-21) such
as injustice, child abuse, human trafficking, pornography and other evil.
Anger reflecting Christ’s righteous anger must result in godly attitudes and actions, not
sinful actions (Jam 1:19-20).
TFTD: Sinful behavior and injustice is prevalent. Are we willing to ask God to ‘break our
heart for what breaks His’ and be part of the solution?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 27, TUESDAY
Anger, Resentment and Unforgiveness

Eph 4:17–5:2
Eph 4:26–27

Uncontrolled Anger
Anger is a valid natural emotion. It is our reaction to anger that can be sinful. Does our
anger lead to bitterness, rage, brawling (harsh words/ quarreling), slander, and malice?
We should instead be kind, compassionate (merciful) and forgiving as taught and
demonstrated by Christ (1 Co 11:1).
We often feel justified losing our temper when someone hurts or offends us. However,
we must not yield to anger which can “give the devil a foothold” (Eph 4:26-27).
Instead we should choose to forgive (Mat 6:12). We should not seek vengeance but
leave it to God to judge evildoers (Rom 12:19).
Yielding daily to the Holy Spirit and abiding in Christ (Joh 15:5) will slowly but surely
produce the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) in our thoughts, words and actions.
TFTD: Were there times when you had lost control of your anger, leading you to actions
which brought regret? Ask God for forgiveness, pray for self-control and transformation
by the indwelling Spirit.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 28, WEDNESDAY

Heb 12:7–15; Jer 17:5–10; Psa 139:23–24

Anger, Resentment and Unforgiveness

Heb 12:13–14

Resentment
‘Resentment is like drinking poison and then hoping it will kill your enemy.’
Nelson Mandela
Resentment is the strong feeling of anger and bitterness due to real or presumed
injustice, injury or insult. Sometimes long after we should have moved on, we continue
to revisit the hurt done to us by hanging on to the anger and resentment.
The root of resentment could be due to:
• bad experiences of being treated unfairly/ unkindly
• our inability to accept reproach when corrected
• a simple misunderstanding
Resentment festers because the root issue has not been dealt with, thus obstructing
forgiveness.
This root becomes a destructive poison that permeates and affects our physical and
emotional well-being, our spiritual growth, and our relationship with God and others.
TFTD: Do I harbour resentment which is affecting me emotionally, physically and
spiritually? Invite the Holy Spirit to search your heart and examine your thoughts.
Repent, surrender, forgive, and receive healing.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 29, THURSDAY

Luk 7:36–50; Eph 3:16–21, 4:29–32

Anger, Resentment and Unforgiveness

Col 3:13–14

Why Should I Forgive?
‘There are times when we cannot overcome the wrong done to us and our sense of
justice cries out for the wrong to be put right. At such times we may be overcome by
unforgiveness or hatred.’ Salted with Fire, Paul Tan
The Bible teaches us to forgive others because Christ has forgiven us of all our sins.
Even though the offender sees no need to make amends, Jesus teaches us to love our
enemies and pray for them (Mat 5:44). To “bear with each other”, “accepting one
another” with all our flaws and imperfections is the way of the Cross since Jesus paid
the price for us “while we were yet sinners.”
Extending forgiveness to those who sin against us is not easy but it is possible with the
Holy Spirit’s transforming presence within us (2 Co 3:18).
TFTD: Reflect on the price Jesus paid for our sins – God’s amazing grace. Freely we
receive, freely give.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 30, FRIDAY

2 Th 1:5–10; Rom 12:14–21; 1 Pe 2:19–25

Anger, Resentment and Unforgiveness

2 Th 1:6–7

What Forgiveness Is Not
1.

2.

3.

Forgiveness is not an exchange deal whereby we grudgingly forgive others to earn
God’s favour (Mat 6:14–15). God’s forgiveness of us is not based on our works. We
forgive others in obedience to God, knowing that unforgiveness leads to
hardened, unrepentant and unyielding hearts which affect one’s relationship with
God (Psa 66:18).
Forgiveness does not free the offender from sin’s consequences (Pro 6:27),
including legal consequences. Ultimately everyone will need to stand before God
“to whom we must give account” (Heb 4:13; Rev 20:11–12).
Forgiveness does not always lead to reconciliation though we should seek
reconciliation and restoration (Rom 12:18) where possible. There can be factors
beyond our control preventing full reconciliation, such as the other’s refusal to
admit his doings. Jesus in Luk 6:27–31 asks us “to love your enemies, do good …
bless … and pray …” Choose to follow Jesus’ teaching and example.

TFTD: Remember the cross, love your enemies and let God settle what is due (1 Pe
2:23).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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OCT 31, SATURDAY

Psa 51; Heb 4:14–16; 2 Co 12:9–10

Anger, Resentment and Unforgiveness

Psa 51:17; 2 Co 12:9

What Forgiveness Does
Forgiveness:
1. Restores right relationship with God
 Unforgiveness leads to anger, hatred, bitterness, vengefulness, self-pity and
hardened hearts and we grief and quench the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30 & 1 Th
5:19).
2. Acknowledges His grace is sufficient and He is in control
 God cares and understands our pain, sorrows and disappointments. He is
refining us through trials (Jam 1:2–4, Rom 8:28, Phi 1:6).
3. Reveals His Grace
 ‘Forgiveness is often a window through which the world glimpses the mercy of
God … When we forgive, we model God’s teaching on kindness, mercy, love
and humility. People cannot see Jesus in us when we are walking in bitterness
and anger.’ (Why Should I Forgive, GotQuestion Ministries).
TFTD: ‘Earnestly will and work for the good of the one you have forgiven. The real sign
of forgiveness is that you don’t seek to punish the other – you seek the good of the
other.’ John Piper

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 1, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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Gen 39:1–10

NOV 2, MONDAY

Job 31:11–12 (NLT); Rom 7:14–25, 1 Jo 2:15–16
Lust and Temptation

Mat 5:27–28

Lust of the Flesh
Lust (Gk) is a desire, craving, or longing for what is forbidden. It is NOT less sinful than
actually participating in sexual acts. In Mat 5:27–28, Jesus teaches that looking at
someone lustfully equals committing adultery in their heart.
Many battle with lust and would relate with Paul: “What a wretched man I am! Who
will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?” (Rom 7:24) Yet, there is HOPE
to beat lust. “Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (v25)
Some scriptural help to overcome LUST.
• Job 31:1 “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look with lust at a young woman”.
• Gal 5:16 “…Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh”.
• Rom 12:2 “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind….”
• Psa 119:9-11 “How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living
according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your
commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”
TFTD: Do I or someone I know struggle with Lust? Come to Jesus …

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 3, TUESDAY

Gen 3:1–8; Jos 7:1–26; Exo 20:17

Lust and Temptation

1 Jo 2:15–16

Lust of the Eyes
The lust of the eyes is the desire to possess what we see.

The 10th Commandment, “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house.... etc” (Exo
20:17) addressed the lust of the eyes in its prohibition against coveting. Satan uses the
lust of the eyes as one avenue of temptation. Eve looked at the forbidden fruit and
saw that it was “pleasing to the eye.” (Gen 3:6)
Satan tried a similar tactic on Jesus. Satan “showed Him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendour.” (Mat 4:8) He then promised to give them to Jesus—for a price.
We must follow Jesus’ example to resist the lust of the eyes in the power of the Holy
Spirit. A media-saturated society bombards us with advertising campaigns that might
as well say, “Covet this!”
Fame, fortune, and finery quickly fade (Pro 23:5). Our focus is not the newest product
or latest fashion. Our goal is not to keep up with the Joneses or to surround ourselves
with the trappings of glittering magnificence. Instead, our goal is “to know Christ and
the power of His resurrection …” (Phi 3:10). Our eyes are set on Jesus (Heb 12:2). Our
view is to eternity.
TFTD: Have I been a compulsive purchaser and accumulator of things and a hoarder? Is
the Lord speaking to me today?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 4, WEDNESDAY

Eze 38:12–19; Isa 14:12–15; Mat 4:8–10

Lust and Temptation

Rom 12:3

Pride of Life
The pride of life can be defined as anything that leads to arrogance, ostentation, pride in
self, presumption, and boasting. It comes from a love of the world and “if anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in Him” (1 Jo 2:15).
The pride of life exalts us above our station and offers the illusion of God-like qualities,
wherein we boast in arrogance and worldly wisdom. Christians have always been, and
will always be, lured by the same three temptations Eve and Jesus experienced. Satan’s
most evil temptation is the pride of life, the very sin that resulted in his expulsion from
heaven. He desired to be God, not to be a servant of God (Isa 14:12–15).
It is the root cause of strife in families, churches, and nations. It stands in our way if we
truly seek to be servants of God. It is the arrogance that separates us from others and
limits our effectiveness in the kingdom.
TFTD: Pride is pleasure arising from a man's thinking too highly of himself (Baruch
Spinoza). God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (Jam 4:6).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 5, THURSDAY

Job 1:1–19; Act 5:1–11; Jam 1:13–15

Lust and Temptation

1 Pe 5:8

Source of Temptation
Everyone faces temptations. 1Co10:13 says, “No temptation has overtaken you but
such as is common to man.” It is certainly comforting to know that we are not alone in
being tempted.
Even Jesus was tempted. “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin” (Heb 4:15).
Where do these temptations come from?
1. Not from God, although He does allow them. Jam 1:13 says, “For God cannot be
tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.” God allowed Satan to
tempt Job, but with restrictions.
2. From Satan. “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1Pet 5:8)
3. From Ourselves. We are tempted when we are “dragged away by our own evil
desire” (Jam 1:14). We allow ourselves to think certain thoughts, to go places we
should not go, and make decisions based on our lusts, leading us into temptation.
TFTD: Let’s recognize our natural weaknesses, and work to build fortress surrounding
these to build up our defense against temptation.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 6, FRIDAY

Mat 4:1–11; Heb 4:14–16

Lust and Temptation

Ps 119:11; Mat 26:41

Remedy for Temptation
How do we resist the temptations?
1. Scripture. Jesus countered each of Satan’s temptations in the wilderness with the
same answer: “It is written,” followed by Scripture; and the Devil left Him after 3
failed attempts. All our efforts to resist will be weak and ineffective unless they
are powered by the Holy Spirit through the constant reading, studying, and
meditating on the Word.
2. Renewing of mind (Rom 12:2). There is no other weapon against temptation
except the “sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God” (Eph 6:17). Col 3:2 says,
“Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” If our
minds are filled with the latest TV shows, music and all the rest the culture has to
offer, we will be bombarded with messages and images that inevitably lead to
sinful lusts. But if our minds are filled with godly things, we will find that our
interest in the lusts of the world diminishes and disappears.
3. Avoid Enticement & Turn Away. Pro 4:14-15 tells us, “Do not enter the path of the
wicked, and do not proceed in the way of evil men. Avoid it, do not pass by; Turn
away from it and pass on.”
4. Flee. Paul told Timothy, to “flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue
righteousness, faith, love and peace” (2Ti 2:22)
TFTD: Am I hiding God’s law in my heart?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 7, SATURDAY

Eph 6:10–18; Joh 16:33; 1 Jo 5:1–5

Lust and Temptation

1 Co 10:13

Living Victoriously
Most God-loving people would not openly want to jump into sin, yet we cannot resist
falling into it because our flesh is not strong enough to resist.
Yet, the good news is that we can all live victoriously!
1. Victory in Jesus. 1 Co 15:57: “But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2. God has provided the way. 1 Co 10:13. “No temptation has seized you except
what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way
out so that you can stand up under it.” We just need to avail ourselves of the way
of escape provided by God. “You cannot keep birds from flying over your head.
but you can keep them from building a nest in your hair” (Martin Luther).
3. Put on the full armor of God (Eph 6:10-18).
4. Resist & draw near (Jam 4:7-8 RSV).
TFTD: I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength (Phil 4:13), including
overcoming temptation.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 8, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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NOV 9, MONDAY

Gen 3; Eze 28:12b–17; Isa 14:12–15; Pro 18:12

Pride and Humility

Jam 4:6b

Origin of Pride
Pride versus humility is a universal issue and the eternal law in Mat 23:1 says, ‘For
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.'
Pride in Greek consists of two words, “Huperephanos” and “Hupsoma”, conveying the
idea of arrogance, insolence, conceit, inordinate ambition, rejection of authority,
vanity, superiority, and self-exaltation.
The first sin of pride was committed by Lucifer, an anointed cherub, shining in his
glorious beauty, leading the entire universe to worship God. Pride entered his heart
and he lifted himself repeatedly in wilful self-exaltation - “I WILL”. This rebellion
against God resulted in him being cast out of God’s presence. He became Satan the
adversary.
To eliminate pride, man was created from the humblest form of dust and to dust he
will return. Man is called into a life of submission to His Creator.
TFTD: In my life is there self-exaltation and wilful disobedience toward God and those in
authority? Ask God to expose it. Repent and cut off all wilful disobedience.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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NOV 10, TUESDAY

Isa 53; Mat 20:25–28; Phi 2:5–11

Pride and Humility

Phi 5:8

Christ - Perfect Humility Conquers
In the Fall, man was enticed by Satan into the same sin of pride. Reversal is needed to
defeat the enemy. Thus the Son of God came as a man without form or beauty and in
supreme humility He ‘emptied himself’ becoming a bond slave. He conquered and
defeated Satan once and for all, restoring God’s supremacy.
Humility is an inward self-abasement, an attitude of the mind, and a prostrating of the
heart before God.
Christ restored God’s order. He teaches kingdom values which oppose the world’s
standards. We are to become servants who place no value on power, position and
significance. Like Jesus we are to take the lower place and wash one another’s feet. To
be great in His kingdom is to be servant of all.
TFTD: In what areas of your life do you struggle to live out God’s radical values, as
opposed to the standard of the world?
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NOV 11, WEDNESDAY

2 Ch 26:16–21; 1 Jo 2:15–17

Pride and Humility

Pro 16:5,18

Pride Leads to Destruction
Man seeks after prestige, power and position as the enemy entices through the lust of
the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life.
King Uzziah was a good king. Yet he did not end well and died in disgrace as a leper.
Pride came into his heart and destruction followed. Pride is subtle and deceptive.
Today the enemy continues to inflict those in authority, in spiritual leadership as well
as potential leaders with the sin of pride to neutralize their effectiveness. Pride puffs
up and blinds a person. It leads to strife and contention, discord and disunity, denial
and delusion.
God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.
TFTD: Read 1 Jo 2:15 -17. Humble yourself and ask God to open your eyes to see areas
of pride in your life. Confess and renounce.
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NOV 12, THURSDAY

Pro 6:16–19, 8:13, 26:12; Psa 59:9–13; Col 3:12–14

Pride and Humility

1 Pe 5:5b-6

Symptoms of Pride
Pride is a great hindrance in our relationship with God.
PRIDE
Freedom is to do what we want - an
independent spirit
Power equals success
Humbling yourself is seen as a sign of
weakness
Putting down others to elevate oneself
Serving others is deemed a lowly act

HUMILITY
True freedom is to do what God wants,
that is, submission to God
Powerlessness equals success
Humbling yourself elevates you in the
eyes of the Lord
Building up others above oneself
Serving others is a sign of strength

Evidences of pride:
1. Inability to receive help from others
2. Rebellious attitude toward God and ordained authority
3. Haughtiness or snobbishness - selective friendship
4. Boastfulness and self-centered conversations
5. Inability to admit mistakes and intolerance of the mistakes of others
6. Unteachable spirit
7. Use of sarcastic humour to tear others down
(Bob Philips)
Pride envies and does not rejoice when others are doing well. It leads to a judgmental
and critical spirit that focuses on the weaknesses of others. A prideful heart cannot
know God.
TFTD: How is my spiritual growth and knowledge of God? Examine your heart in your
relationship with people. Are you spreading love and harmony?
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NOV 13, FRIDAY

Psa 51:17; Pro 29:23; Mat 5:1–16; 2 Co 12:5–10

Pride and Humility

Mat 5:3

Humility – Gateway To True Blessings
In the Beatitudes, it is significant to note that the first virtue mentioned is humility being ‘poor in spirit’ (Mat 5:3). Until we are poor in spirit, we are incapable of receiving
grace. The virtue of humility underlies all the other virtues. It is a gateway to receiving
the flow of God’s blessings, to a life of purity and holiness with peace, joy, true wealth,
security, stability and perfection.
Humility does not exclude a rightful satisfaction in the successful use of our talents or
in a job well done, but it will always recognise that our gifts are from God to glorify
Him.
Humility brings us into the place of absolute surrender. God:
• Expects our surrender
• Accomplishes our surrender
• Accepts and blesses our surrender
• Maintains the surrendered heart
TFTD: Is there any apprehension or fear that holds you back from humbling yourself in
surrendering to God? Share with someone and pray a prayer of surrender.
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NOV 14, SATURDAY

Exo 2:10–3:14; Mat 11:28–30

Pride and Humility

Num 12:3

Broken Vessel – God’s Glory Revealed!
As a Prince, Moses was destined for greatness in Egypt. God had to break his pride.
From Prince to fugitive, from the palace to the wilderness, he ended up tending sheep
for 40 years.
Moses was broken to become the humblest man on earth. God was ready to use him
and sent him back to the palace to deliver and lead millions from slavery, fulfilling
God’s covenant to Abraham.
History was rewritten and a nation was born. God’s Name was exalted among the
nations with a display of signs and wonders! And the leader? An old broken man who
was no longer self-serving, but serving God’s purposes and for His Glory.
TFTD: What is your past experience of brokenness, pain, and failure? Has pride and
bitterness in your soul held you back from letting go? God can rewrite your future if you
“humble yourself, therefore, under God’s mighty hands, that he may lift you up in due
time.”(1 Pet 5:6)

P.R.A.Y
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NOV 15, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
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NOV 16, MONDAY

Psa 47:1–9; Isa 55:1–13; Rom 8:18–28

Sickness, Pain and Suffering

Isa 55:9

How Can?
The issue of sickness, pain and suffering is always a difficult one to deal with. THE
QUESTION asked since time immemorial: “How can a Good Almighty God allow
Sickness, Pain and Suffering in the world?” The implication is that either God is not
Almighty and cannot stop the suffering OR He is not all Good thus allowing the
suffering to continue.
Another follow-up question: “Since God created everything in the universe, did He also
create Diseases causing so much pain and suffering in the world ?”
In our Topical Bible reading this week, we hope to bring some clarity and
understanding to this very important and yet highly contentious issue.
The key is remembering that …
• God is on His Throne and He Reigns – He is in absolute control of His creation (Psa
22:28; 93:1)
• God’s ways are higher than our ways, His thoughts are higher than our thoughts
(Isa 55:9). Finite man can never fully understand or fathom the ways and mind of
our infinite God.
• God can bring about good from any and every situation (Rom 8:28)
TFTD: Thank God that He is on His Throne and He Reigns.

P.R.A.Y
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NOV 17, TUESDAY
Sickness, Pain and Suffering

Job 1:1–2:10
Isa 46:10

Sickness, Pain and Suffering – Origins
God is totally good, a loving Father who cares for His entire creation and especially
man, created in His image. With the "fall" of man through wilful disobedience (Gen 3)
sin entered the world affecting all mankind (Rom 5:12). Individuals suffer for their own
sin and also as being part of sinful communities living in a ‘fallen’ world.
Creator God (Col 1:16–17) did not “create” disease. When Adam sinned, the
consequences were painful childbirth, physical labour and death. As an illustration, we
cannot “create” darkness, darkness happens when you take away light. Similarly when
man sinned, God just withdrew His hand of favour, blessing and protection from His
creation resulting in sin and evil causing sickness, pain and suffering.
However, even though God did not “create” disease, He is still in full control and allows
diseases (Job 1:12; 2:6) to continue in this fallen sinful world, for His purpose. Many
people in times of sickness grow closer to God, learning to trust Him more and truly
valuing life. This is God’s perspective because He is sovereign and knows the outcome.
TFTD: Pray for yourself or someone who is sick - suffering and in pain asking God for His
healing and comforting touch.

P.R.A.Y
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NOV 18, WEDNESDAY

Deu 28:1–68; Heb 12:1–11

Sickness, Pain and Suffering

Deu 8:5

Why is there suffering?
1. Retributive
God is Holy and cannot tolerate sin. God is very clear from the onset that He will bless
the people if they obey Him and His laws (Psa 62:12, Pro 24:12) but if they choose to
disobey, then one of the consequences is suffering (Lev 26:9–22).
OT covenant theology presupposes reward for obedience and punishment for
disobedience and this thought underlies the Decalogue (Exo 20:1–21), Covenants and
Sacrifices. This recurrent motif runs through all the Historical books (1 Ki 16:17–19),
Wisdom and Prophetic writings.
Hebrew belief in collective responsibility and family solidarity is seen where whole
communities are suffering for the sins of their king, children for the sins of their
parents, and wives for those of their husbands (e.g. Exo 20:5, Jos 7:24–26).
God makes His own people in Israel suffer precisely because He loves them (Deu 8:5;
Heb 12:6–11)
But the Bible authors also displayed an awareness that sometimes the righteous suffer
and the wicked appear to prosper (Psa 73, Jer 12:1-2, Hab 1:13); they console
themselves that the happiness of the wicked will be short-lived that end in
destruction- Gehenna (Isa 66:24, Luk 16:19–31).
TFTD: In today’s reading, if you are reminded of any sin in your life, repent and get right
with God.

P.R.A.Y
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NOV 19, THURSDAY
Sickness, Pain and Suffering

Heb 11:1–40
Heb 11:13

Why is there suffering?
2. Educative and Exemplary
In life children are regularly disciplined for their goodness. Similarly, it’s expected for
God our loving Heavenly Father to chasten His children - Pro 3:11–12 and Heb 12:6–8
In the Bible such discipline often takes the form of testing by suffering.
• Abraham was tested when asked to sacrifice Isaac and he must have agonised
over the decision (Gen 22) but his suffering became exemplary for faith (Gal 3:6)
• Job a blameless and upright man (Job 1:1), was severely tested. His suffering is
clearly educative in showing that not all suffering is caused by sin (Job 1:8) and
exemplary because in standing firm, God will ultimately vindicate Job (Job 42:7–
16; Jam 5:11)
• Others: Daniel in the lions’ den (Dan 6); Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego thrown
into the fiery furnace (Dan 3); Jeremiah in the cistern (Jer 38) and many nameless
men and women of faith listed in Heb 11:32–40 who were “commended for their
faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.”
All of them served as an educative/ exemplary for the afflictions they endured in
holding on to faith in God.
TFTD: Pray for Christians in the Persecuted Church who are suffering for the Faith.
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PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

89

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

NOV 20, FRIDAY
Sickness, Pain and Suffering

Isa 52:13–53:12
1 Pe 2:23–24

Why is there suffering?
3. Vicarious* and Redemptive (*done on behalf of another)
Many of the great prophets seem to have suffered in a representative way for their
people.
• Moses shared his people's sufferings and felt as if all their burdens were laid on
himself (Num 11:1–15).
• Hosea suffered in his marital relationship, obediently enacting a living parable of
God's loving and forgiving relationship to unfaithful Israel (Hos 1–3).
• Isaiah, Ezekiel, Elijah, Elisha and especially Jeremiah felt the anguish of their
prophetic vocation (Jer 15:18; 20:7–12).
The supreme example of vicarious and redemptive suffering is the Suffering Servant of
Isa 52:13–53:12, of whom it is said, "He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made us whole ... All we
like sheep have gone astray; ... and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all"
(53:5). These words find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ, who, though innocent,
suffered representatively and vicariously, paying the ultimate price of dying for all
mankind so that their sins might be forgiven and relationship with God restored.
TFTD: Thank God for sending His Son Jesus to die for your sin and the sin of the whole
world.
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NOV 21, SATURDAY
Sickness, Pain and Suffering

1 Pe 3:8–18
1 Pe 4:19

Conclusion
The Bible offers no simple solution to the very real problems of suffering and pain; but
it affirms that God is good, that He cares, and that He gave His Son Jesus Christ to
suffer and die for all humanity. Through His suffering Christ brings hope, dignity, and
comfort to those who suffer.
Suffering may be a form of discipline; when it comes for the sake of the gospel it
should be welcomed as a mark of God's approbation, for those who share in Christ's
sufferings share also in His glory (Rom 8:17; 2 Co 4:17).
Nevertheless, suffering should not be for the wrong reasons (1 Pe 2:20; 4:15) or
deliberately be courted (Col 2:23); instead, Christians are called to follow Christ's
example in relieving the suffering of others and bearing it patiently when it comes to
themselves, not returning evil for evil but overcoming evil with good (Rom 12:19–21).
However difficult it may seem at times to discern God's purpose, Christians may be
assured that nothing — no distress, tribulation, famine, or any other evil — "will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom 8:35-39).
TFTD: Thank God for being our loving heavenly Father who disciplines us at times for
our own good.
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NOV 22, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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NOV 23, MONDAY

Gen 23:1–20; Gen 50:1–14; 2 Sa 1:11–27

Grief and Death

Joh 11:35

What Is Grief?
Grief is a painful emotional experience of deprivation and anxiety that can show itself
in one’s behaviour, emotions, thinking and physiology. When grieving, one allows
oneself to embrace and feel all of one’s pain. It is to think your doubts, lament your
loss and protest your pain.
However, there is an underlying fear and apprehension that Christians who grieve are
weak in faith and do not trust God. Moreover, when we lament or question God’s
ways, this is seen as disrespectful and dishonouring to God. So, many think it is best to
keep quiet even though they feel disgruntled. There is an unspoken notion that
somehow our belief in eternal life or God’s love should keep us strong and free from
any aspects of grief. In fact, we are often told that we should rejoice that our loved
ones have gone to heaven.
TFTD: Is there a proper way to grieve for those who trust in God?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

93

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

NOV 24, TUESDAY

1 Ki 17:17–24; Act 9:36–43; Mat 5:4; Heb 11:35–40

Grief and Death

Rom 12:15

Why Do We Grief?
A church member once remarked, “I don’t want my funeral to be somber. I want
everyone to rejoice.” Could it be that we as Christians have jumped ahead to glory
without any thought given to the journey of grieving.
As Christians we reason that we should not grieve for the departed because death has
no more sting and the departed is now with the Lord, which is far better.
Yes, rationally that is correct, but emotionally the bereaved are faced with pain, and
suffered many losses after the death of a beloved. After all, someone they love has just
died, and the question is how to move on from here. Bearing in mind, we are relational
beings and there are attachments to the deceased.
TFTD: Is there a right or wrong way to grieve?
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NOV 25, WEDNESDAY

Phi 2:19–29; 1 Th 4:13–18

Grief and Death

Psa 116:15

How Should We Grieve?
As Christians, our grief is different as we do not grieve like others who have no hope (1
Th 4:13). This means we can grieve in a certain way, in which we still stand in the
resurrected hope of Christ.
Nonetheless, it is important to note that some Christians are confused by this verse
and think that Paul is against grieving. On the contrary, it was Paul himself who was so
relieved when Epaphroditus recovered, “Lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow” (Phi
2:27). This means that if Epaphroditus had died, Paul would have experienced intense
grief.
When our beloved dies, there is a time of grief because of our painful loss and
eventually rejoicing because of our hope.
TFTD: Presently whose death would cause you the most pain?
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NOV 26, THURSDAY

Dan 12:1–3; Luk 16:19–31; Act 7:54–60

Grief and Death

Rev 14: 13

Dying Well
We need to prepare ourselves to die well. This means we aim to depart peacefully,
resulting in leaving the living with little or no regrets and with meaningful closure.
Just before Stephen’s death in Act 7: 54-60, he saw the glory of God and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God. “And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out with a loud
voice, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Like Jesus, Stephen also forgave those who killed
him.
Be assured the Lord will receive those who belong to Him and welcome those who are
faithful. Therefore at the point of death, the faithful dead will be ushered into the
Lord’s presence. The dead would be free from the bondage of sin, sickness and would
experience rest and peace. However, it must be confessed much mystery remains
about what happens immediately after death. Truly, there will be the resurrection of
the promised glorious body at His second coming, 1 Cor. 15: 21-23.
TFTD: We take comfort that the resurrection of the dead is the final word, and not
death.
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NOV 27, FRIDAY Rut 2:1-23; Deu 10:17–19; Act 6:1–4; 2 Co 1:3–7
Grief and Death

2 Co 1:3-4

Grief Care
Do we have any responsibility towards those grieving in the body of Christ? As
members of the body we are to take responsibility to see to it that no one fails to
obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble,
and by it many become defiled (Heb 12:15).
In Mat 25, the goats are sent away because of their lack of acts of compassion.
Whatever they failed to do for the needy, they failed to do for the king.
Jam 1:27 reminds us to visit orphans and widows in their affliction. It is care given in
any form, such as providing transport, having an open and a listening heart to their
‘stories’ and praying with those who have experienced a loss.
TFTD: What do you think the bereaved expects from the body of Christ?
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NOV 28, SATURDAY

Ecc 3:1–8; Psa 34:15–22; Lam 3:31–33

Grief and Death

Psa 10:14

Grief Work
This is a willingness to engage in the grief process by attending to one’s losses
associated with the death of the beloved through various means. For example, by
keeping a journal or engaging in a spiritual discipline (e.g. praying the Psalms), and
being intentional and seeking out help from others if necessary. Christians can walk
through their grief and allow themselves to be transformed by the darkness and the
pain.
C.S. Lewis the author who lost his wife, wrestled with his grief by writing down his
reflections into a series of journals, which were later published as A Grief Observed.
TFTD: What are some key factors or principles in support of bereavement that would
assist believers in the restoration process?
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Scripture Passage
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NOV 30, MONDAY

Mar 13:1–36

Second Coming of Christ

1 Th 4:16–17

Important Doctrine of Christianity
Jesus’ second coming is the certain hope of believers that God is in control of all things,
and He is faithful to the promises and prophecies in His Word.
In His first coming, Jesus came as a baby in a manger in Bethlehem. He fulfilled many
of the Messianic prophecies during His birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection.
However, there are some Messianic prophecies that Jesus has not yet fulfilled. His
second coming will be to fulfil these remaining prophecies.
In His first coming, Jesus came humbly as the suffering Servant. In His second coming,
Jesus will be the conquering King with the armies of heaven at His side. In the Bible
there are 318 references to this doctrine mentioned in 216 chapters. Jesus bore
constant testimony to His second coming (Joh 14:3; Mar 13), as did the angels (Act
1:11) and apostles (Heb 9:28).
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again —this proclamation familiar to
all Christians holds true.
TFTD: Are you looking forward to Christ’s second coming?
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DEC 1, TUESDAY

2 Th 2:1–7; 1 Th 4:4–8

Second Coming of Christ

Tit 2:13

Christians are to look Forward to Christ’s Second Coming
Titus 2:13 urges us to “wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ”. The second coming of Christ is the greatest incentive for
us to live lives that glorify Him (Mat 24:44–46; Luk 21:34-36).
This doctrine comforts us as we go through challenging times (1 Th 4: 4–18). But if we
are so caught up with living the worldly life and neglect genuine Christian fellowship and
our personal relationship with our Lord, we may be caught unprepared (Mat 25:1–13).
When Jesus returns, evil is defeated, the earth is restored, and God wins. Man’s
response to Jesus’ return depends on each person’s relationship with Him — it can
either be the ultimate disaster or the fulfilment of God’s promised Blessed Hope. Faith
in Christ will make that difference (Luk 18:8).
We should therefore live a consistent godly life, awaiting our Lord’s commendation:
‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness (Mat 25:21).
TFTD: What encourages you to live a godly life?
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DEC 2, WEDNESDAY

2 Th 1:1–12

Second Coming of Christ

1 Jo 3:2–3

The Meaning of the Second Coming of Christ
Jesus’ second coming is personal, physical, sudden and visible. He will come in the
body in which He was crucified, raised and glorified.
He comes to consummate the salvation of His people (Phi 3:20; Heb. 9:28; 1 Jo 3:1–3)
and to be glorified in them (2 Th 1:10).
He will not appear as a suffering servant or a sacrificial lamb but as a Conquering King
to inaugurate His kingdom. He will appear as the glorified Lord to save those who are
eagerly waiting for Him.
It is this same Jesus “who was taken up from you into heaven who will come in the
same way as you saw Him go into heaven” (Act 1:11).
His appearing will not be a mere spiritual coming to dwell within people’s hearts, but it
will be a personal and bodily return — visible to everyone (Rev 1:7).
TFTD: Why has God not informed us of the exact time of Christ’s return?
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DEC 3, THURSDAY

Mat 24:1–50

Second Coming of Christ

Mat 24:35,42

The Purpose of the Second Coming
When Christ comes again, He will first raise the righteous dead, and then the living
believers who are waiting for Him will simultaneously be caught up to meet the Lord
in the air and to be with Him forever (1 Th. 4: 13–17; 1 Co 15: 50–52; Phi 3:20–21).
Believers will be rewarded for their faithful service to the Lord. Christ will put all things
right. He will vindicate those who have been wronged. He will exert vengeance on
those who have oppressed and persecuted the church. He will lavishly reward those
who have persevered through the severest tests and afflictions (Rev 2:10).
Christ will also come to set up the millennial reign on earth. The Millennium begins
with the coming of Christ with power and great glory (Mat 24:29–30).
Christ will certainly return in fulfilment of His promises to do so (Mat 24:35).
TFTD: What is your response to the fact that Christ will put all things right?
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DEC 4, FRIDAY
Second Coming of Christ

Mat 25:1–46
Mat 24:36

The Time of Christ’s Second Coming
It is clearly stated in the Bible that no man knows the day nor the hour, neither do the
angels of heaven, but only God the Father knows the time of Christ’s second coming
(Mat 24:36,42–44; Mar 13:32,33).
The scriptures tell us enough regarding Christ’s second coming to build up our faith,
but not to satisfy our curiosity. Jesus, while He was on earth, showed no curiosity to
peer into the chronology of events.
While we may not know the exact day or hour of Christ’s coming, it is possible for us to
know when it is near (Mat 24:36–42; Mar 13:32; 1 Th 5:1–5).
The scriptures teach that Christ could come for His saints at any moment. If anyone
claims to know specifically when Jesus is coming back, he should automatically be
considered wrong.
We are encouraged to live our lives expecting the coming of our Lord at any moment
(Mat 25:1–13), always ready for His return.
TFTD: How are we to get ready for Christ’s second coming?
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DEC 5, SATURDAY

Mar 13:1–37

Second Coming of Christ

Mar 13:28–29

Signs that Precede Christ’s Return
There are many passages that encourage us to be ready for Christ could return at any
hour. There are also passages that speak of certain events that will take place before
Christ returns.
Signs that must precede Christ’s return are:
1. The Gospel preached to all nations (Mat 24:14; Mar 13:10)
2. Great upheaval, tribulation and persecution (Mat 24: 9–12; Mar 13:7–8)
3. False prophets working signs and wonders (Mat 24:11, 23–26)
4. Signs in the heavens (Mar 13: 24–25)
5. The coming of the ‘lawless one’ (2 Th 2:3–10; Mat 24:15) and
6. The salvation of Israel (Rom 11:26–27).
Jesus said He is coming back soon (Rev 22:12–13). Peter reminds us that the Lord has a
different perspective of time so that ‘soon’ with Him may not be what we expect (2 Pe
3:8–9).
TFTD: How many of the above signs can you identify as happening in our day and time?
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DEC 6, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher

106

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

DEC 7, MONDAY

Act 17:16–34; Rev 20:11–15; Mal 4:1–6

Judgement

Heb 9:27

The Final Judgment
The final judgement cannot be avoided — “just as man is destined to die once, and
after that to face judgment” (Heb 9:27). All of us have an appointment with our
Creator, both believers and non-believers. It is vividly portrayed in John’s vision in
Revelation (Rev 20: 11–15).
Many passages in the Bible teach of this final judgment. In Acts 17:30–31 the apostle
Paul told the Greek philosophers that God commands “all men everywhere to repent,
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and he has given assurance to all men by raising him from
the dead.”
This final judgment is the culmination of many precursors in which God rewarded the
righteous and punished the unrighteous throughout history.
Both the Old and New Testaments teach us that God’s kingdom shall extend
universally; thus, a judgment in which the wicked are judged and the righteous
rewarded is necessary for the everlasting Righteous Holy Kingdom to be established.
TFTD: Are you ready to face the final judgment?
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DEC 8, TUESDAY

Rev 20:1–15; Psa 69:1–28

Judgement

Rev 20:15

The Time of Final Judgment
Rev 20 introduces to us the final judgment—the end of human history and the
beginning of the eternal state. The final judgment will take place after the millennium
and the rebellion that occurs at the end of it.
At the end of the millennium, Satan will be set free from his prison and he will come
out to deceive the nations and to gather the people for battle. The groups of people
that Satan gathers will surround God’s people.
But fire will come down from heaven and devour them, and Satan will be thrown into
the lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown.
They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. God will decisively defeat the
evil one.
The books will then be opened, and the book of life will also be opened. Then all the
dead will be judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books (Rev 20:
12–13).
TFTD: In view of this teaching how then should we live?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 9, WEDNESDAY

1 Co 4:1–5; Joh 5:22–27

Judgement

Rom 8:1

The Nature of the Final Judgment
Our Lord Jesus Christ will be the Judge of the living and the dead, having been given
the right to judge by God the Father (Joh 5:22). Unbelievers will be judged by what
they had done (Rev 20:12–13).
Believers will also be judged — a judgment of rewards, to evaluate and bestow various
degrees of rewards (1 Th 2:19–20; Rev 22:12). “For there is no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1). While salvation is a gift, there are rewards given for
faithfulness in our Christian life.
Thus, the day of Final Judgment can be understood as one in which believers are
rewarded and unbelievers are judged (Read 1 Co 4:5).
The judgment of Jesus is righteous and fair; thus, even though there will be degrees of
rewards in heaven, the joy of each person will be full and complete for eternity.
TFTD: Will our Lord Jesus consider you as a good and faithful servant?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 10, THURSDAY

Rev 19:1–18; Psa 139:1–24

Judgement

Rev 19:2

God’s Justice
One thing is sure: no mistakes will be made because we will be judged by God.
1. He is perfect, just and fair (Mat 5:48; Act 10:34; 1 Pe 1:17).
2. He cannot be deceived (Gal 6:7).
3. He cannot be swayed by any prejudices, excuses or lies (Luk 14:16–24; 1 Jo 3:20).
For this reason, when we are judged by Him, no one can complain that he has been
judged unfairly.
One of the greatest blessings of the final judgment will be that each one will receive
the justice of God. No one shall complain about God’s judgment, instead all will praise
Him for His justice for all eternity.
John in the book of Revelation wrote: “After this I heard what sounded like the roar of
a great multitude in heaven shouting: Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power
belong to our God, for true and just are His judgments…” (Rev 19:1–2a).
TFTD: Spend some time to praise the Lord for His true and just judgments.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 11, FRIDAY

1 Co 3:1–23

Judgement

1 Co 3:13

The Nature of Judgment
The final judgment at the great white throne (Rev 20) is not the only judgment. The
Bible also teaches about other judgments.
•

A judgment that has already taken place: the judgment at Calvary’s cross (Joh 3:18,
5:24).
o Satan was judged and his power over the believer broken (Heb 2:14–15).
o The sins of the believer were judged and paid in full by Jesus (Rom 5:6–10).

•

A present judgment which is taking place daily in the believer’s everyday life (Rom
14:13–14; 1 Co 10:14-17, 11:13–16; 1 Jo 1:5–7). Believers need to examine their
hearts and judge their own sins in the light of Scriptures and confess them to the
Lord. Confession of sin will restore our fellowship with God and to the Holy Spirit’s
work in our lives.

•

A future judgment for believers. This is to be a judgment with reference to the
works, not the salvation, of the believer (1 Co 3:8-16). This is a judgment not for
destiny, but for reward or loss according to our works.

TFTD: What materials are you using to build on the foundation of your life?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 12, SATURDAY
Judgement

Mat 6:1–34
Mat 6:20

Moral Application of the Final Judgment
The doctrine of the final judgment:
• Assures us that everyone will be fairly judged, satisfying our inward sense for
justice in the world.
• Enables us to release forgiveness more easily realizing God has reserved the right to
avenge — “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it
is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay’ says the Lord” (Rom 5:12). God will
right the wrong and give fair rewards and punishment.
• Gives us incentive to live godly lives, living righteously not to earn forgiveness but
to glorify God and to gain eternal reward by “storing up for yourselves treasures in
heaven” (Mat 6:20).
Where will we go for eternity — either to eternal life or to eternal punishment (Mat
25:46)? We must choose NOW by accepting or rejecting Christ’s sacrifice at Calvary
before we die. After death, there is no longer a choice, and we will stand, everything
uncovered and laid bare, before God to Whom we must give account (Heb 4:13).
TFTD: What treasures have you stored in heaven?
Have you made any ‘recent deposit’?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 13, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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DEC 14, MONDAY

Gen 1:1–31; Isa 65:17–25

New Heaven and New Earth

Isa 65:17

Creation Recapitulated
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). The story of
God’s redemption begins and will only end with the creation of the new heaven and
new earth.
When Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, they were banished from the Garden of
Eden. This was an act of grace as God instituted the coming of the second Adam to
bring salvation. The human race has borne the consequences of the sin of the first
Adam and Eve. But in Revelation the dreadful consequences of sin will be overcome;
the curse will be reversed.
We will live with God eternally. There will be a new heaven and a new earth — an
entirely new creation, the eternal dwelling place of believers in Jesus Christ. The old
earth will be destroyed by fire (2 Pe 3:10). There will be the ‘new Jerusalem’ coming
down out of heaven from God’ (Rev 21:2).
The expression ‘a new heaven and new earth’ is also mentioned in the Old Testament
(Isa 65:17).
TFTD: Are you looking forward to spending your eternity in heaven?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 15, TUESDAY

Act 7:44–60; Joh 14:1–14

New Heaven and New Earth

Act 7:49

Heaven Is a Place
Heaven is indeed a real place. The Bible tells us that heaven is the abode of the holy
and perfect God; it is where God’s throne is (Isa 66:1; Mat 5:34–35) and where sin is
not tolerated.
At Jesus’ ascension (Act 1:9), the angels exclaimed, “This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go
into heaven” (Act 1:11).
Stephen before his death declared, “Look, I see heaven open and the Son of Man
standing in the right hand of God’ (Act 7:56). Stephen saw a spiritual dimension which
exists in our space/time universe, and where Jesus now lives in His resurrected body.
Thankfully, God has provided us with the key to heaven — Jesus Christ (Joh 14:6; Act
4:12). When we accept the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, repent from our sins and invite
Him into our hearts, our place in Heaven is assured.
We will also be given a resurrected body when Jesus returns, and we will live with Him
in Heaven eternally.
TFTD: What do you think heaven is like?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 16, WEDNESDAY
New Heaven and New Earth

Rev 21:1–27
Rev 21:3

New Jerusalem — Ten Notable Absences
In the new heavens and new earth, Scripture says, there are 10 things notable for their
absence in the New Jerusalem:
1. no more sea (Rev 21:1)
2. no more death (Rev 21:4)
3. no more mourning (Rev 21:4)
4. no more weeping (Rev 21:4)
5. no more pain (Rev 21:4)
6. no more sin (Rev 21:27)
7. no more temple (Rev 21:22) *
8. no more sun or moon (Rev 21:23)
9. no more sickness or curse (Rev 22:2–3)
10. no more night (Rev 22:5)
Then John changes the symbolism again: he sees the New Jerusalem coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband (Rev
21:2). The city is now a bride. The image is extended in the New Testament, with Christ
being the Bridegroom and the church His bride.
This shows the kind of intimacy and joy we will experience when the church is united
with Christ. God’s dwelling place is now among the people and there will be no more
death or mourning or crying or pain (Rev. 21:3–4).
TFTD: What do you most look forward to in this New Jerusalem?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 17, THURSDAY
New Heaven and New Earth

Rev 22:1–21
Rev 22:4–5

Why Is there No Temple?
There is no temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty who is sitting on the
throne and the Lamb are the temple (Rev 21:22).
“The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives
it light, and the Lamb is its lamp” (Rev 21:23). The city is fully lighted; there is no
danger, no curse, no sin and no rebellion.
“Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”
What would it be like to live in a society where everyone is truthful and kind? In a
society where there is no greed, no hate, no betrayal, no jealousy and above all, no
idolatry? All who enter will live a completely and totally joyful God-centred life.
TFTD: Take a few minutes to think about what it would be like to live in the presence of
God all the time.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 18, FRIDAY

1 Co 15:35–58; Phi 3:17–21

New Heaven and New Earth

Gen 1:31a

New Resurrection Bodies
All Christians will be given resurrection bodies at the second coming of Christ. Our
bodies will never grow old, experience sickness, decay, deterioration, or death.
God’s original creations were very good (Gen. 1:31), so the new heavens and new
earth will be perfect. We will have physical bodes that will be very good, and we will
be able to fulfil the purposes of God for us. We shall eat and drink at the marriage
supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:9).
God is infinite and we are finite creatures; there is more to learn about the greatness
of our God. We will worship Him Who alone is worthy of worship and praise.
TFTD: Spend time to give thanks to the Lord and to worship Him.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 19, SATURDAY

2 Pe 3:1–18; Mat 6:19–21, 33; 1 Co 3:10–15

New Heaven and New Earth

Mat 6:33

Storing up Treasures in Heaven and not on Earth
Our life on earth is transient but our life in heaven will last for eternity, so it is only
wise that we store up treasures in heaven. Jim Elliot said: “He is no fool who gives
what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
We must choose correctly where we store our treasure. God has blessed us with many
good things on earth, but we need to remember that ultimately what we treasure
most must be invested in heaven. Jesus tells us “not to lay up for ourselves treasures
on earth … but to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven … For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also” (Mat 6:19-21).
Our heart, the essence of our being — who we are, what we think, what we cherish
(Pro 4:23) — must have the right priority (Col 3:1-3) before our actions can be right,
resulting in eternal rewards in heaven.
TFTD: What are some things that we can store as treasure in heaven?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 20, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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DEC 21, MONDAY

Psa 90:1–4; Col 1:15–20

Birth and Life of Jesus

Mic 5:2

Jesus Christ is the Creator God from eternity
His eternal nature and His work in Creation
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but He existed in eternity with God the Father and the
Holy Spirit (Mic 5:2; Mat 2:4–6). John’s Gospel tells us that “in the beginning was the
Word (Jesus Christ), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Jesus was
with God in the beginning. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory and the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.”
Not only did Jesus exist from eternity, but He is the Creator of all things. “Through him
all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made” (Joh 1:3).
“For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth and all things were
created by him and for him” (Col 1:16). Since Jesus made everything that was created,
He existed before creation and He is the eternal cause of all that exists. This fact
affirms Jesus’ deity.
TFTD: Come let us worship Christ our Creator King, for He alone deserves our praise and
worship!

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 22, TUESDAY

Isa 9:6–7; Isa 53:1–12; Phi 2:1–18

Birth and Life of Jesus

Phi 2:5–8

Jesus Christ is the promised Saviour who left heaven to live among man
He left heaven to live on earth. His coming was foretold in the Old Testament.
Bible scholars have stated that there are at least 65 direct predictions of Jesus’ coming
in the Old Testament. There are at least six direct Messianic predictions in the
Pentateuch alone (the first five books in the Old Testament). Jesus would come first as
our Saviour and then in a later second coming, He would appear as the King, supreme
over all the earth.
Though Jesus existed in heaven in the form of God, He did not insist on holding to the
honour and blessings He possessed. Instead He emptied Himself to come to live on
earth as a man. He humbled Himself and became obedient to God the Father, even to
the point of dying on the cross for our sins.
As Christians, we are called to follow the example of Jesus, our Lord and Master, to be
humble and to serve God and man.
TFTD: In what practical ways can we follow the example of Jesus’ humility and
servanthood?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 23, WEDNESDAY

Mat 3:13–4:11; Heb 4:15–16; Jam 1:13–15

Birth and Life of Jesus

Mat 3:17

Jesus Christ, the Son of God was baptised. The Lord Jesus was tempted like us.
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John the Baptist. Jesus had no
sins to be forgiven but He was baptised to obey God’s will. In Acts 2:38, Peter told the
hearers to repent and be baptised in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of their
sins. As Jesus was being baptised, the Holy Spirit came in the form of a dove and rested
on Him. And the Father spoke from heaven and said, “This is my Son, whom I love,
with him I am well pleased.”
After His baptism, Jesus was tempted by Satan three times. Jesus resisted Satan’s
temptations by quoting God’s Word. “It is written...”
Jesus, the Son of God was tempted like us and He showed us the way to overcome
temptation.
i.
We can use God’s word to defeat Satan. God’s word is called the sword of the
Spirit, an offensive weapon which God provides for every believer.
ii.
We are assured that God will provide a way of escape for every temptation if we
ask him (1Co 10:13).
iii. God has given to us His armour (spiritual weapons) so that we are able to fight
Satan (Eph 6:10-18).
TFTD: Stand firm in Christ because Satan is a defeated foe!

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 24, THURSDAY

Joh 6:25–51; Mat 17:1–9

Birth and Life of Jesus

Heb 1:1–2

Jesus Christ’ teachings were authoritative as they came from God
God has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.
At the Transfiguration of Jesus, God affirmed once again that Jesus is His Son and we
must listen to Him (Mat 17:1–5). Jesus commissioned His disciples to go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that He taught them.
Jesus’ teachings were not based on human wisdom or opinion. They came from God
and revealed the will of the Father. Jesus came as God in the form of a man to reveal
the message of God to man.
Apart from believing in the teachings of Jesus, we cannot receive God’s salvation for
our sins. Jesus said that His words are spirit and life. He alone has the words of eternal
life (Joh 6:63, 68). We must accept and obey Jesus’ teaching because they come from
God and because they point us to the way to receive eternal life. If we love Jesus, we
will obey His commands and His teaching (Joh 14:15).
TFTD: i) How has Jesus’ teachings impacted my life?
ii) Am I walking in obedience to His Word?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

124

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

DEC 25, FRIDAY

Mat 1:18–25; Luk 2:1–20

Birth and Life of Jesus

Luk 2:10–11

Jesus Christ is God’s gift of His Son as Saviour of the world
She (Mary) will give birth to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins (Mat 1:21).
The birth of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world was divine and unique in many ways:
1) It was foretold by the angel Gabriel to Mary. “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have
found favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus” (Luk 1:30-31)
2) Jesus was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit as Mary was a virgin. “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luk 1:35).
3) He was born as a vulnerable baby in a humble, lowly manger as there was no
room in the inn for them (Luk 2:6).
4) His birth was heralded by the angels in heaven (Luk 2:13).
5) The first visitors to set their eyes on Jesus were some believing, obedient
shepherds (Luk 2:15).
6) The shepherds testified and spread the word concerning what had been told to
them about this child (Luk 2:17).
7) The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had
heard and seen (Luk 2:20).

TFTD: God, please prepare my heart (like the shepherds) to worship, proclaim, and
glorify the Saviour this Day and always!

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 26, SATURDAY

Luk 23:32–56; Luk 24:1–53

Birth and Life of Jesus

Mat 16:21

Jesus’ Death, Resurrection, Ascension and Second Coming
He died, was buried, rose again from the dead and ascended to Heaven.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

Jesus foretold that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer at the hand of religious
leaders, “be killed and on the third day be raised to life” (Mat 16:21).
Jesus predicted His body’s (temple) destruction, and He will raise it in three days.
(Joh 2:19–22)
The Roman soldiers cast lots for His clothing (Joh 19:2324).
Jesus’ body was buried in a borrowed tomb (Luk 23:50–53).
The women went to Jesus’ tomb on the 1st day of the week and found the stone
rolled away but no body (Luk 24:1–3).
Two angels told the women,” Why do you look for the living among the dead? He
is not here: He has risen!” (Luk 24:4–6).
After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples showing them His nailpierced hands and feet (Luk 24:40), appearing over a 40-day period and speaking
about God’s kingdom (Act 1:3).
After telling His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the promised gift, He was taken
up before their very eyes. Two angels declared “This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go
into heaven” (Act 1:8–11).

TFTD:
i.
The evidence of Jesus’ Death, Burial, Resurrection and Ascension testifies that He
is indeed the risen, living God who will return again!
ii.
Since Jesus is coming back again, how should we then live?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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DEC 27, SUNDAY

Scripture Passage
Preacher
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DEC 28, MONDAY

Heb 6:13–20, Rev 19:5–10

Celebrating Life

Joh 10:10b

CONGRATULATIONS! You are just about to complete another year’s readings of Being
with Jesus — this time reading through the Bible topically. I trust you have not only
enjoyed the journey but also enjoyed the scenery along the way— seeing many Biblical
truths in a new light. What changes/transformation have you noticed in your life as
you read through BWJ 2020? Pause and give thanks to God for the growth in your life.
Yes, we must Celebrate the occasion and the achievement. At the same time, we must
be mindful that in closing one chapter of life with the close of this year, we will be
starting an entirely new chapter come 2021 — full of unknowns yet also full of
possibilities and God-moments.
In order to FINISH WELL, we must end each life chapter well. We have gleaned many
Biblical truths through the year but “truth by itself does not change lives, it’s truth
applied that changes lives’ – Rev Edmund Chan.
SSMC Church Vision:

TRANSFORMING LIVES and
EXPANDING GOD’s KINGDOM.

TFTD: Beginning with the end in mind, that our lives must be transformed, what are you
personally going to do with the truths that you have gleaned this year?
How are you going to apply them so that your life is transformed Christ-ward?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

List down TEN Key-Truths/ Lessons/ Scripture verses that impacted you as
you read BWJ 2020 Reading Thru The Bible Topically.
1.

________________________________________________________________________

2.

________________________________________________________________________

3.

________________________________________________________________________

4.

________________________________________________________________________

5.

________________________________________________________________________

6.

________________________________________________________________________

7.

________________________________________________________________________

8.

________________________________________________________________________

9.

________________________________________________________________________

10. ________________________________________________________________________
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DEC 29, TUESDAY

Jos 24:14–30, Joh 15:9–17, Jam 1:14–15

Celebrating Life

Jos 24:15

LIFE CHOICES
The decisions we make today determine the stories we will tell about our lives
tomorrow. If you want to take aim at the story you want to tell, you have to make
small, life-changing choices and then act on them daily. Each decision should move you
closer to becoming all that God made you to be, to turn your life in the direction of a
story you’ll be happy to share (with your children and grand-children).
Even as we review our present life with an eye to the story we would want to tell in
the future, it is very easy to see many areas where we need to improve or change so
that we can be a better Christian, better spouse (for those who are married),
son/daughter, employee/ employer or neighbour. If we are asked to list down the
changes required, I feel very easily we can come up with 10 or more.
Reflect on them before the Lord and list down the top FIVE changes that you feel the
Lord wants you to start working on. Write them down below.
Do not let the whole exercise overwhelm you. Big changes are possible, they just may
not happen overnight. I suggest you think, pray, talk and even sleep over it with the
Lord, asking for guidance, wisdom and strength.
TFTD: It’s the small choices no one sees that results in the big impact everyone wants.
Adapted from Craig Groeschel book ‘Divine Direction’

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

TEN BWJ Truths/ Lessons I Learned 2020

FIVE Choices that I need to make to
move my life Christ-ward.

1.

____________________________________

1. _______________________________

2.

____________________________________

_______________________________

3.

____________________________________

2. _______________________________

4.

____________________________________

_______________________________

5.

____________________________________

3. _______________________________

6.

____________________________________

_______________________________

7.

____________________________________

4. _______________________________

8.

____________________________________

_______________________________

9.

____________________________________

5. _______________________________

10. ____________________________________

_______________________________

Take Time to Pray over and lay before the Lord the 5 Choices you need to
make so that your life can be transformed all to His Glory. Good if you can take
time to be away from your everyday routines and spent time with God.
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Dec 30, WEDNESDAY

Act 20:24; 1 Co 9:24–27; Phi 3:13–14

Celebrating Life

2 Ti 4:6–8

START WRITING THE STORY YOU WANT TO TELL …
Paul in 2 Tim 4:7 wrote: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.” He could declare at the end of his life that he had accomplished what
was important in his life. And what a story he had to tell! His transformation from Saul
the ‘Persecutor – Defender of the Law’ to Paul the ‘Persecuted – Defender of the Faith’
is nothing short of miraculous. All this change happened after an encounter with the
Risen Christ.
Our stories, yours and mine, thus far may not be so dramatic, adventurous or exciting.
We have to decide, in sailing vocabulary, where we are heading in order to set our sail
in the right trajectory, taking into account all the external forces battering against our
boat of life. These forces either aid or deter us from reaching our destination.

Take time as the year draws to a close to plot your life’s direction. Try to envisage what
story you would want to tell at the end of your life. Beginning with that end in mind,
decide what small steps you need to make now in order to be able to tell that story.
TFTD: My future begins today.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

FIVE Choices that I need to make to
move my life Christ-ward.

The Story I Want To Tell - FIVE KEY
Points I Want To Be Able To Share..

1. _______________________________

1. _______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

2. _______________________________

2. _______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

3. _______________________________

3. _______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

4. _______________________________

4. _______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

5. _______________________________

5. _______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

“It’s the small choices no one sees that results in the big impact everyone wants”
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DEC 31, THURSDAY

Jer 29:10–14, Psa 37:3–11

Celebrating Life

Jer 29:11

LEAVING A LEGACY
Your life story so far may not be all that you want it to be but no matter how you
describe it, there’s good news. Your story is not over. It’s not too late to change the
story that you’ll tell one day. Regardless of what you’ve done (or haven’t done), your
future is still unwritten. You have more chapters to write, victories to win, friends to
meet, differences to make, more of God’s goodness to experience.
‘Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can start today and make
a new ending’ – Maria Robinson.
Start TODAY. Make ONE SMALL CHANGE in your life (that you feel God wants you to
make), stick with it until it becomes a habit, moving you Christ-ward. ‘Direction, not
intention, determines destination’. We cannot afford to remain the same year after
year doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results — that’s
insanity.
It’s nothing about resolution but all about a desire, hunger to obey and conform to
Christ and His Lordship over our lives, to please Him and to grow in Him.
‘Life is the sum of all your choices’ — Albert Camus.
TFTD: There is no better time to start writing your future story than right now.
Adapted from Craig Groeschel book ‘Divine Direction’

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

FIVE Choices that I need to make
to move my life Christ-ward.
1.

______________________________

2.

______________________________

3.

______________________________

4.

______________________________

5.

______________________________

ONE CHOICE that I want to make
as a ‘deposit & investment’ to the
story I want to tell at the end of
my life.
1. _____________________________

Special Note: In order for you to be able to stay the course and to make that ‘one small change’
in your life happen, take the ‘bold’ step of sharing it with another Christian, someone you trust
and respect. Ask that person to uphold you in prayer and also hold you accountable for the
change to happen this coming year. Do it for the sake of the story you want to be able to tell of
your life. ‘One Small Step for you, One Big Step for God, His Name & your Story’.
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“He appointed twelve that

they might be with him

and that He might send them out to preach
and to have authority to drive out demons.”
Mark 3:14-15
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Dates are tentative and subject to change
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