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Overview of
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Overview of

1 JOHN

Aspect of Christian Faith
• Truth - Jesus is both God and man (1:1-4)
• Righteousness - does what is right (2:28 - 29)
• Love - giving, dying for, forgiving, blessing (3:11 - 4:21)
• Life - whoever believes in Jesus (5)
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The Author
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• John & Jesus (talked to, walked 
with, witnessed to miracles, 
heard, beside at Calvary, met 
after resurrection, at the 
ascension) - 1 John 1 : 1- 4

• A complete package as an eye-
witness on the love & power of 
God

• Simple and sharp contrast writing 
– light & darkness, life & death, 
love & hate etc..

The Author



An Epistle of Love
• “Love” is mentioned more than 

20 times, depending on the 
English translation version                         
(21x in 1 John 4 NIV)

• Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love.  
(1 John 4:7-8)

8SUNGAI WAY-SUBANG METHODIST CHURCH



Gnosticism
•Spirit (good) and; matter or 
carnal things (bad) are 
separate entities
•You are not a body with soul, 
instead you are an eternal 
soul with a temporary body
•Whatever happens to matter 

(physical) has no impact on 
spirit (eternity)
• It promotes unrestrained 

pursuit of worldly pleasures
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1 John 2 : 15 - 17
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Reading at 
the 

surface..
• 1 Don’t, 3 Avoidance and 2 Rewards

• Don’t - Love the world
• Avoid #1 - Earthly desires
• Avoid #2 - Indecency
• Avoid #3 - Proud or/of Success
• Reward #1 - Love of God
• Reward #2 - Eternal Life

• Tick box (or Check box) Christian
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The World
•Κόσμος (kosmos)
• For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life (John 3:16).

•Application in the Bible
• the world, the universe
• the inhabitants of the earth, men, the human family 
• the ungodly multitude; the whole mass of men 

alienated from God
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To love and not to love

14





What is lust?
• ἐπιθυμία (epithumia) - desire, 

craving, longing

•Occurred more than 30 times 
in the NT, almost always 
indicates desire leading to sin

Selfish Desire

"Our lusts are cords. Fiery 
trials are sent to burn and 
consume them. Who fears 
the flame which will bring 
him liberty from bonds 
intolerable?" - C.H. Spurgeon
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..since the beginning of creation

Earthly desires and temptations are inseparable
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• Garden of Eden – Eve tempted by the serpent.           
(Genesis 3:6)
• When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 

good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it



• Temptation of Christ (Luke 4:3-13)

The devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to 
become bread.”..

The devil led Him up to a high place and showed Him in an instant 
all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to Him, “I will give You 
all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can 
give it to anyone I want to. If you worship me, it will all be Yours.”..

The devil led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the highest 
point of the temple. “If You are the Son of God,” he said, “throw 
Yourself down from here. For it is written: “ ‘He will command His 
angels concerning You to guard You carefully; they will lift You up in 
their hands, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”
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Earthly desires and temptations are inseparable
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Lust of the flesh
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Desire of sin which resulted in physical 
pleasures through ungodly behaviour, sinful 
activities or unlawful acts

Desire of sin which resulted in physical 
pleasures through ungodly behaviour, sinful 
activities or unlawful acts

"Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, 
to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war 
against your soul“(1 Peter 2:11 )

"Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, 
to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war 
against your soul“(1 Peter 2:11 )

• Desires of our earthly nature
• A desire that dishonour its object and dishonour God 

(John Piper)
• Works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21)
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Lust of the eyes
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Lust vs Love

Achieving own’s desires
• Vicious
• Entitlement
• Covetous
• Manipulative

Doing God’s Will
• Compassion
• Serving
• Generosity
• Self sacrifice
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Pride of Life
•Success which denied the 
involvement of God

•Vainglory. Excessive elation  
or pride over one’s abilities, 
achievements.
•Ostentation. Pretentious, 
conspicuous show as of 
importance, display intend to 
impress others.
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• “We really must understand that the 
lust for affluence in contemporary 
society is psychotic. It is psychotic 
because it has completely lost touch 
with reality. We crave things we 
neither need nor enjoy. 'We buy 
things we do not want to impress 
people we do not like.' ...It is time to 
awaken to the fact that conformity 
to a sick society is to be sick.”
•Covetousness we call ambition. 

Hoarding we call prudence. Greed 
we call industry.
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Will of God
(do what God wants MSG)

•All (world & lust) will fade 
away as the world
• cannot give us what we need
• cannot give us what it 

promises
• cannot give us what will last
•Love based on will and not 
emotion (agape Gk)
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4 ways to break a chalk
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Walk 
in the 
Spirit

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires 
of the flesh. Galatians 5:16 

Instead of using “I am weak” 
as an excuse to walk in the 

flesh, try using “I am saved” as 
a reason to walk by the Spirit.

Romans 13:14 
Rather, clothe yourselves 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and do not think about 
how to gratify the desires 
of the flesh.
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