SUNGAI WAY-SUBANG
METHODIST
CHURCH

SSMC

REV ASHOK AMARASINGHAM
12 AUG 2018

1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1 King Solomon collected
lessons on wisdom to prepare
his son to face the real world.

1.1.1 Wisdom is often
personified as a
woman (e.g.
PROVERBS
1:20-27)

1.1.2 King Solomon’s problem was he failed to
apply the words of wisdom in his own life:
“Look, I have increased in wisdom more
than anyone who has ruled in Jerusalem
before me…I applied myself to the
understanding of wisdom, and also of
madness and folly, but I learned that this,
too, is a chasing after the wind. For with
much wisdom comes much sorrow; the
more knowledge, the more grief.”
(ECCLESIASTES 1:16-18)
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1.1.3 Dr David Pawson commented that Solomon’s problem
was he fixed his gaze on earthly things (recurring phrase:
under the sun) rather than heavenward: towards God.

❖

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I fear no evil for You (God) are with me.”
(PSALM 23:4)

1.2 A favourite question asked in
the Marriage Preparation workbook
is - what influenced your thoughts on
a certain matter – family, peers,
society, culture or the Bible?
1.2.1 for example, you may believe that …
❖ husband must be taller than his wife
❖ husband must be older than his wife
❖ husband and wife must be of the
same race
❖ husband and wife must be Christians
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1.2.2 Similarly, do you believe that Beauty
and Riches must be pursued at all costs
(top priority) or pursued at some cost?
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1.2.3 We need friends at all levels
(CG/DG, Accountability Groups, Prep Groups)
to mutually challenge and encourage each
other about our purpose / values in life.

“Our human reason becomes
dangerous when it determines
that God’s thoughts (eternal truth)
aren’t so important as our pursuit
of temporary happiness,
situational convenience or
momentary pleasure.”
(Journey Group : LOLMD)
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1.3 Focus for Today
In a world where beauty and wealth are
relentlessly pursued, we will abide by God’s truth
that only Jesus will satisfy our souls.
M ETHOD I S T
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2.

UNFORTUNATELY, WE FORGET THAT
BEAUTY IS FLEETING
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2.1 We say that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. This is true always.
However, physical beauty decreases with age.
2.1.1 Dermatologists, Dr Heidi Waldorf & Dr Doris Day
(New York City) describe briefly the changes…

❖ In your 20’s: Great collagen keeps the skin supple and
gives a healthy glow. Use antioxidant products to stop fine
lines becoming wrinkles.
❖ In your 30’s: Uneven skin tone with broken blood vessels
appear with lines between the eyes and crow’s feet too.
❖ In your 40’s: Skin becomes drier with more pronounced
wrinkles.
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❖ And thus (expensive) anti-

aging skin products are hotsale items in this day and age.

2.1.2 Of course, the
magical “photoshop”
can miraculously make
your photos look 20-30
years younger!
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2.2 However, PROVERBS 11:22 states:
Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is
a beautiful woman who shows no discretion.
M ETHOD I S T
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2.2.1 Jews, like Muslims,
totally abhor pigs! Haram!
The analogy stands:
However beautiful a
woman is (but lacks
discernment) – she is
totally ugly.

2.2.2 Conversely, you may lack physical
beauty, but if you have inner beauty
– you are of great value to God
(1 PETER 3:4).
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You should clothe yourselves
instead with the beauty that
comes from within, the
unfading beauty of a gentle
and quiet spirit, which is so
precious to God. 1 Peter 3:4
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2.3 Aim to be a gracious woman who
is kindhearted (PROVERBS 11:16).
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2.3.1 The Hebrew word
literally means:
a woman of grace
and favour
❖ Poole: one who by her meekness
and modesty… and other virtues,
renders herself acceptable and
amiable to God and to men.
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2.3.2 Morgan sees Verse 16 not as a contrast
but rather a comparison (ruthless man).

2.3.2 Morgan sees Verse 16 not as a contrast
but rather a comparison (ruthless man).
❖

❖

❖

Verse 16 is a connector to wealth.
It acknowledges that wealth is the result
of a violent disposition.
However, wealth (devoid of
honor and virtues) alone is
his prize other.
Sermon on the Mount and
rewards.
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2.4 Practical Application
2.4.1 For the teenager and young adult,
having good looks is important, ya?
❖

Like possessing wealth, having
good looks is not wrong in itself.

❖

However, using your good looks
to gain selfish goals is wrong
(e.g. popularity, one-upmanship).
Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray

❖
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2.4 Practical Application
2.4.2 And for men, especially …
❖ Are you compromising your marriage
because of the attraction of women?
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3. WEALTH WILL LEAD US TO THE GRAVE BUT THUS FAR

3.1 Wouldn’t it be great if now and then we have dreams of
loved ones who have died and they warn us that money is
useless in heaven?
3.1.1 Or perhaps (like LUKE 16:27-31)
even if
someone
from the
dead
warns us
– we won’t
believe!
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3. WEALTH WILL LEAD US TO THE GRAVE
BUT THUS FAR
3.1.2 Although the wicked man earns
wages – but they are deceptive wages
(PROVERBS 11:18).
3.1.3 The fully bronze casket in the
casket shop in Ipoh.
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3.2 At the twilight years of his life, King Solomon
momentarily wrote words of wisdom in
ECCLESIASTES 5:10:

Whoever loves money never
has money enough;
whoever loves wealth is never
satisfied with their income.
.

This too is meaningless.
ECCLESIASTES 5:10
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3.3 That is why wealth is never glorified in
Scriptures, but rather our goal should be
righteousness and God.
Those who trust in his riches
will fall, but the

righteous will thrive
like a green leaf. (PROVERBS 11:28)

3.3.2 Hence focus on generosity and
use your riches to bless others.
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❖ The man who freely gives will gain more but the

miserly will become poor (PROVERBS 11:24).
❖ A generous man will prosper and he who refreshes
others will himself be refreshed. (PROVERBS 11:25)
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3.4 Practical Application
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3.4.1 When you change jobs, are
you motivated solely by the
increase of salary?
3.4.2 Will you consider taking a salary cut if your
new job means that you can pursue goals
of righteousness (e.g. to disciple younger
believers, to disciple your family, or to bless the poor
with your time / energy?
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3.4 Practical Application
3.4.3 Will you allow your pastor /
leader / family members to be
your check and balance: to
warn you about the deadly
pursuit of wealth.
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4. CONCLUSION / PRAYER
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Jesus, my Lord, let me be more attracted to
You and Your glorious riches than the
fleeting pleasures I may find
in beauty and wealth. AMEN

