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Jesus is Superior
A reflection on Hebrews 1-4

by Koh Earn Soo



Hebrews 1-4

• Jesus is superior to angels
• Jesus is superior to Moses
• The salvation that He offers is 

superior



Hebrews

Author:
Unknown, possibly Apollos or Barnabas

Audience:
Primarily Jewish Christians

Date:
About A.D. 67-70



Theme:
The author demonstrates the 

absolute supremacy and sufficiency 
of Jesus Christ as the ultimate 

revealer (who make know to us) and 
mediator of God's grace.



Theme:
The prologue (1:1-2) presents 

Christ as God's full and final revelation, far
surpassing the revelation given in the OT. 

The prophecies and promises of the OT          
are fulfilled in the "new covenant" 

(or "new testament"), of which Christ 
is the mediator (9:15; 12:24). 



Angels are powerful

Jesus is much superior to angels



Hebrews 1 : 3-4 (NIV) 
3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and 
the exact representation of His being, 
sustaining all things by His powerful word. 
After He had provided purification for sins, 
He sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven. 4 So He became as 
much superior to the angels as  the name 
He has inherited is superior to theirs.



Hebrews 1:6 (NIV) 
6 And again, when God brings                        

His firstborn into the world, He says,                 
"Let all God's angels worship Him." 

Hebrews 1:8 (NIV) 
8  But about the Son He says,                       

"Your throne, O God, will last for ever
and ever, and righteousness will be                      

the scepter of  Your kingdom. 



Hebrews 1:10-12 (NIV) 
10 He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, 
you laid the foundations of the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of Your hands. 

11 They will perish, but You remain;            
they will all wear out like a garment. 

12 You will roll them up like a robe;               
like a garment they will be changed.          

But You remain the same, 
and Your years will never end."



Moses



Hebrews 3:1-3 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the 
heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, 

the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 
2  He was faithful to the one who appointed Him, 

just as Moses was faithful in all God's house. 
3  Jesus has been found worthy of greater honour 

than Moses, just as the builder of a house has 
greater honour than the house itself. 



Hebrews 3:4-6 (NIV) 
4 For every house is built by someone,        
but God is the builder of everything. 

5  Moses was faithful as a servant                              
in all God's house, testifying to what              

would be said in the future. 
6  But Christ is faithful as a Son over              
God's house. And we are His house,                            

if we hold on to our courage and                 
the hope of which we boast.



The salvation that 
Jesus offers is superior



Hebrews 2:1-4 (NIV) 
1 We must pay more careful attention,   

therefore, to what we have heard, 
so that we do not drift away. 

2 For if the message spoken by angels             
was binding, and every violation and 

disobedience received its just punishment, 
3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great 

salvation? This salvation, which was first 
announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us         

by those who heard Him. 



Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV) 
27  Just as man is destined to die once,  and after that to 
face judgment,  28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take 
away the sins of many people; and He will appear a 
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to 
those who are waiting for Him.

Hebrews 2:14-15 (NIV) 
14  Since the children have flesh and blood, He too 
shared in their humanity so that by His death He might 
destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the 
devil-- 15 and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by their fear of death.



This Jesus who is superior is not                   
ashamed to call us His brothers.
Hebrews 2:11 (NIV) 
11 Both the one who makes men holy and those 
who are made holy are of the same family. 
So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.

He can help us in our spiritual journey
Hebrews 2:18 (NIV) 
18 Because He Himself suffered when He was 
tempted, He is able to help those who are being 
tempted.



And we have access to Him
Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV) 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 
has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-
-yet was without sin. 
16  Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need.



Response
Don’t miss out on His great salvation

Hebrews 3:15  As has just been said: 
"Today, if you hear His voice, 

do not harden your hearts as you did 
in the rebellion." 





Zechariah 9:12 (NIV) 
12 Return to your fortress, O prisoners of 
hope; even now I announce that I will 
restore twice as much to you. 
Hope-filled prisoners.

Zechariah 9:12 (ESV) 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners 
of hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. 





How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain I could not climb
In desperation, I turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night
Then through the darkness
Your loving kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul
The work is finished, the end is written
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Living Hope



Who could imagine so great a mercy?
What heart could fathom 

such boundless grace?
The God of ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven
The King of kings calls me His own
Beautiful Savior, I’m Yours forever
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Living Hope



Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There's salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Living Hope



Our life in Christ is superior

Our life in Christ is superior –
don’t settle for anything less.



Romans 8:37-39 (NIV) 
37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:35 (NIV) 
35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine    
or nakedness or danger or sword?



The life we live in Christ is superior 
because the person whom we live 
for and serve is Superior, 
that is Jesus Christ Himself.



Jesus is superior to angels.
Jesus is superior to Moses.
The salvation He brings is superior.
Don’t miss out on His great salvation
Our life in Christ is superior –
don’t settle for anything less.


