SUNGAI WAY-SUBANG METHODIST CHURCH

' ¥, E\/V(/é/ (/l/vaé/ ge/[/Vl/vOyL, g@[/(/@é/

24 DECEMBER 2023

LOVE OF CHRISTMAS

1 JOHN 4:7-17

by Rev Dr Ng Swee Ming

A




L ¥

L

L ]

..'-l

3 ul I-- II
_-r"
s R &
. o
BE

E e
¥ i
SUNGAI WAY - SUBA_NG"'M“ h-'LODIS-T CH'UFZ-CH

'l

o L

_*u hhe

MOl FFAD x SED



What Does Christmas Mean To You ?
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End of the ADVENT Season Liturgical Calendar

Advent :

(Latin adventus, “coming”)

Meaning :

1. the arrival of a notable
person, thing or event

2. the first season of the
Church year, leading up to
Christmas and including the
four preceding Sundays.
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Scripture Ref : 1 John 4:7-17 NIV

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 2 Whoever
does not love does not know God, because God is love. ° This is how
God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the
world that we might live through Him. ° This is love: not that we loved
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. ! Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. > No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another,
God lives in us and His love is made complete in us. 1> We know that
we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be
the Savior of the world. *° If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son
of God, God lives in Him and He in God. '° And so we know and rely on
the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God,
and God in him. 7 In this way, love is made complete among us

so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment,

because in this world we are like Him.
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John the Apostle of LOVE ...

Book ot dselnn 35
1 John Cp™4: ’m 21
In comparison, .

Paul’s great chapter oESHIESNNEGIaNEE

> only 9-ties’
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Christmas is truly ...

a LOVE STORY




1 John 4:7-8

7 Dear friends, let us love one
another, for love comes from

God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows

God.

8 Whoever does not love does
not know God, because

GOD IS LOVE.
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1 John 4:7-8 : b
7 Dear friends, let us GOD Is LOVE .... 4 C S

love one another, U Repeated in v16 ....

for love comes from 1. God’s CHARACTE R iIs LOVE

God. Everyone who FFHNEMREE

loves has been born °* God and Love cannot be separated .....
of God and knows * God’s very nature / essence -

God. L is Love ...

® Whoever does not U Love His Creation ...
love does not know &, | gye His Created Beings ...

God, because L Esp those Created in His image
GOD IS LOVE.
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1 John 4:7-8

7 Dear friends, let us
love one another,
for love comes from
God. Everyone who
loves has been born
of God and knows
God.

8 Whoever does not
love does not know
God, because

GOD IS LOVE.

1. God’s CHARACTER is LOVE
FFHNEMRE
Fact 1#

God IS Love

x Not God WAS Love ....
x Or God WILL BE Love ...
v From time immemorable ....

& Since Creation ....
v And for All Eternity.....

God IS Love
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1 John 4:7-8

7 Dear friends,
let us love one
another, for love
comes from
God. Everyone
who loves has
been born of
God and knows
God.

¢ Whoever does
not love does
not know God,
because

GOD IS LOVE.

1. God’s CHARACTER is LOVE

FHFHEMREE
Fact2 #

NEVER EVER DOUBT GOD’s LOVE for you ...

Not only in good-times ....
But more so in bad-times ...
U in sickness ...
S in crisis — financial, relationships ...
L in tragedies ...
» Rom 5:8 ‘while we were yet sinners...”
» 2 Cor 5:21 “...to be sin for us...’
» Matt 28:20 ‘1 am with you always...”
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1 John 4:7-8 1. God’s CHARACTER is LOVEL%MJET&;?E%
7 Dear friends, Fact3# GOD =LOVE —

let us love one LOVE # GOD
another, for love The whole world :
comes from * is looking for ‘love’ ...

God. Everyone » wants ‘love’ at any cost ...
who loves has

e o BUT instead of ‘God IS I.love’
God and knows ° t0 the world — Love is ‘god

God. Without being anchored in God ...
¢ Whoever does Love then becomes empty...

not love does meaningless...
not know God, temporary ...
AT Eg: Compass ....

GOD IS LOVE.
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1 John 4:7-8 ! |
7Dearfriends, 1- GOd’S CHARACTER IS LOVEL%‘E@;ET&%%

let usloveone Factl#

another, for love GOD IS LOVE ... All that GOD does
comes from Has Always Been .... expresses all that
God. Everyone Will Always Be ... GOD is....

who loves has Fact2 #

been born of NEVER EVER DOUBT GOD’S LOVE FOR YOU
God and knows 2 Cor 1:20 “all God’s Promises are Yes in
God. Christ Jesus” (paraphrase)

8 Whoever does Fact 3 #

not love does God Is Love GOD = LOVE

not know God, BUT Love is not god LOVE # GOD

because

GOD IS LOVE.
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LOVE of CHRISTMAS
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For you I would climb
The highest mountain
Swim the deepest ocean
For you I would cross
The rivers most wide
Walk the hottest desert sand
To be by your side.

Awesome,
I miss you too...
Can you come over right
now !
| can’t wait to see you ...



WHAT 111!
It’s raining cats &
dogs right now ....

Do you want me to
get sick ?
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LOVE of CHRISTMAS




LOVE of CHRISTMAS

T XQK ACTION

o speaks louder
H = AQP than WORDS!
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LOVE of CHRISTMAS

James 2:26 - ‘Faith without Works is dead’
Similarly ....

Love must be seen ...

L must be visible ...

U must be tangible ...

“Love without Action is Dead”
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1 John 4:9-10

7 This is how God showed His
love among us: He sent His
one and only Son into the
world that we might live
through Him.

10 This is love: not that we
loved God, but that He loved
us and sent His Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins.
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1 John 4:9-10 1. God’s CHARACTER is LOVE +F#FHEHEE

° This is how God & putting His Love into action ...
showed His love

among us: Hesent 2, God’s COIMIMITMENT o LovE
His one and only = % E(] ﬁﬁ%f g

f,‘,’gt”,}f: ,:fig,rﬁirjg God sent His Son ....
God sent His Only Son ...

through Him. :

10 This is love: not God sent His Only Son to earth ...
that we loved God, & Born as a helpless baby ...

but that He loved us U Born in a manger....

and sent His Son as
an atoning sacrifice
for our sins.

& Born among animals ...
U Greeted by ‘unclean’
shepherds ...
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1 John 4:9-10 2. God’s COMMITMENT o Love
9 This is how God EFERNRIEEEE

showed His love Jesus was God’s GIFT to the World ...
among us: He sent  Eygluating any GIFT: > COST ...

His one and only . . .
Son into the world a. Whatis given . > VALUE ...

that we might live » PRECIOUS ....
through Him. God gave His Most Valuable Possession ...
10 This is love: not & His Only Son ...

that we loved God, & From Sinless Heaven to Sin-filled Earth ...
but that He loved b. It’s Usefulness :

us and sent His

Son as an atoning EFFECT ...
sacrifice for our IMPACT ..
sins. NU IVI BE RS
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What
are you
carrying?




Many gifts for everyone.

How about you? Just one gift but it's
enough for everyone




1John 4:11-12, 7

11 Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. *° No
one has ever seen God; but if
we love one another, God
lives in us and His love is
made complete in us.

” Dear friends, let us LOVE ONE
ANOTHER, for love comes
from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God
and knows God.
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1John 4:11-12, 7

11 Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we
also ought to LOVE
ONE ANOTHER.

12 No one has ever seen
God; but if we love
one another, God lives
in us and His love is
made complete in us.

7 Dear friends, let us
LOVE ONE ANOTHER,
for love comes from
God. Everyone who
loves has been born of
God and knows God.

1. God’s CHARACTER is LOVE
LFNBEMERE

2. God’s COMMITMENT to LOVE
LFNREREE

5. CONSEQUENCE of tove
EHER
Christians, as RECIPIENTS of God’s Love

We are ....
U CALLED to Love One Another ...

L COMMANDED to Love One Another ...

Ref John 13:34-35
> Easier said than done ...
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1John 4:11-12, 7

11 Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we
also ought to LOVE
ONE ANOTHER.

12 No one has ever seen
God; but if we love
one another, God lives
in us and His love is
made complete in us.

7 Dear friends, let us
LOVE ONE ANOTHER,
for love comes from
God. Everyone who
loves has been born of
God and knows God.

3. CONSEQUENCE of0ve

=ZHER

Q: How many of you know that ...

> People by nature are NOT PERFECT !
» Even Christians are NOT PERFECT ?
» The CHURCH is NOT PERFECT ?

BUT ...

** ONLY CHRIST is PERFECT
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AFTER
SERVICE

SUNGAI WAY-SUBANG METHODIST C 11



1John 4:11-12, 7 3. CONSEQUENCE of0ve

7 Dear friends, let us

LOVE ONE ANOTHER, ZHER
Ic':]r C;OI\:{E comes ffzm U Love One Another ...
od. Everyone who : :
loves has been born of U Born of God... H.|s Fhlldren
God and knows God. & ‘Knows’ God... ‘intimacy’

11 Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we
also ought to LOVE
ONE ANOTHER.

12 No one has ever seen
God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us
and His love is made
complete in us.
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N%EJ:

L

DrG Cmpbell
Morgan
1863 — 1945

Who is the
Best Preacher
among the
four of you ?

Nancy Morgan
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1 John 4:11-12, 7 3. CONSEQUENCE of0ve

” Dear friends, let us LOVE =z f 4
ONE ANOTHER, for love ZHIER
comes from God. Everyone L Love One Another ...
who loves has been born & Born of God... His Children
of God and knows God. & ‘Knows’ God... ‘intimacy’

11 Dear friends, since God
so loved us, we also ought L GOD LIVES IN US ...

to LOVE ONE ANOTHER. Y HIS LOVE MADE COMPLETE IN

12 No one has ever seen us ...
God; but if we love one
another, GOD LIVES IN US
and HIS LOVE IS MADE
COMPLETE IN US.
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1 John 4:13-16

13 We know that we live in Him
and He in us, because He has
given us of His Spirit. ** And we
have seen and testify that the
Father has sent His Son to be
the Savior of the world.

15 If anyone acknowledges that
Jesus is the Son of God, GOD
LIVES IN HIM AND HE IN GOD.
16 And so we know and rely on
the love God has for us. God is
love. Whoever lives in love
LIVES IN GOD, AND GOD IN
HIM.
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1John 4:13-16

13 We know that we live in
Him and He in us, because
He has given us of His
Spirit. '* And we have seen
and testify that the Father
has sent His Son to be the
Savior of the world.

15 If anyone acknowledges
that Jesus is the Son of
God, GOD LIVES IN HIM
AND HE IN GOD. *° And so
we know and rely on the
love God has for us. God is
love. Whoever lives in love
LIVES IN GOD, AND GOD IN
HIM.

1. God’s CHARACTER is LOVE

LFHEMERE
2. God’s COMMITMENT to LOVE

FHERRERES
3. CONSEQUENCE of LOVE
EHIER
4. COMPANIONSHIP in Love
= HEEF
* Immanuel : ‘God With Us’
* Jesus Christ died that we might live ..
* Not only ‘live’ BUT LIVE -
& "through Him" (1 John 4:9),
Y "for Him" (2 Cor 5:15), and
S "with Him" (1 Thess 5:9-10).
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1John4:17
17 In this way,
LOVE IS MADE COMPLETE
among us
so that we will have
CONFIDENCE ON THE DAY
OF JUDGMENT,
because in this world
we are like Him.

LOVE of CHRISTMAS
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1John4:17 1. God’s CHARACTER is LOVE - #FH R4 E

17 In this way, ; -
LOVE IS MADE 2. God’s COMMITMENT to LOVE L FHKIEREE

compPLETE 3. CONSEQUENCE of LOVE ZEMER
amongus 4, COMPANIONSHIP in LOVE Z/18%

sothat we -ty ) OVE made COMPLETE ...
%?VN;,I_,%ELI)V:‘E %CONF'DENCE on Judgment Day

OF
JUDGMENT,
because in
this world we

are like Him. LOVE of CHRISTMAS
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CONCLUSION or FINALLY :

> HOPE L ADVENT ....
All of us want - > PEACE ...
All of us need - > JOY ...
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This Christmas, if you invite JESUS into your life ...
into your heart ...

You Will Receive All The Above and MORE ...
ETERNAL LIFE ....

Love of CHRISTMAS
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SO YOU WOULD COME

Before the world began You were on His mind
And ev'ry tear you cry Is precious in His eyes

Because of His great love He gave His only Son
Ev'rything was done So you would come

Chorus

Come to the Father Though your gift is small
Broken hearts broken lives He will take them all
The power of the Word The power of His blood
Ev'rything was done So you would come

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS



SO YOU WOULD COME

Nothing you can do Could make Him love you more
And nothing that you've done

Could make Him close the door
Because of His great love He gave His only Son

Ev'rything was done So you would come
Chorus

Come to the Father Though your gift is small
Broken hearts broken lives He will take them all
The power of the Word The power of His blood
Ev'rything was done So you would come
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