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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020
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SSMC’s VISION

Transforming Lives, Expanding His Kingdom
Dear SSMC Church Family,
BEING WITH JESUS has been our Theme and Focus since 2016. As the
Christian faith is not a mere religion but a personal relationship with our
Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, our theme BEING WITH JESUS encapsulates
the essence of our Christian faith in its totality and simplicity.
BEING WITH JESUS must involve spending time with Jesus, relating to Him
and growing in our understanding and experience of Him. Although God is
literally everywhere (omnipresent), fully present (immanent), and ultimately
taking on human form and giving us His Holy Spirit, yet many of us, including
I, continue to struggle to get close and draw near to Him.
God, in His love and mercy, has providentially revealed all that is needed to
make Himself known. His unfolding plan for mankind and the restoration of
fallen, sinful man unto a loving relationship with their Maker is miraculously
preserved in His Word. God “inspired” such essential knowledge to be
written down by faithful men over many centuries, miraculously preserving
the Word against all attempts to destroy it. This is the Bible, the Word of God
that we have today.
Thus, the Bible is the key to BEING WITH JESUS. Important and helpful as the
disciplines of worship, prayer, fasting and even contemplative meditation are,
they cannot and must not be undertaken in isolation from the revealed Word
of God as contained in the Bible. That is how crucial and critical the Bible is to
our faith as believers and followers of Jesus Christ.
BEING WITH JESUS, thus, necessitates knowing God’s Word as contained in
the Bible and the first step we have taken is reading through the Bible
chronologically from Genesis to Revelation. In 2017 we read through the 27
books of the New Testament, followed by the 39 books of the Old Testament
over the last two years of 2018 and 2019. For those who have persevered
through, I pray and trust that it has been personally fulfilling and helpful;
catching a glimpse of His-Story from the beginning of creation to its
impending apocalyptic end when God will finally reign.
Reading through the Bible chronologically is good and necessary but in
seeing the forest, we sometimes miss the beauty of the trees, the leaves and
even the animals that thrive in the trees.
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SSMC’s VISION

Transforming Lives, Expanding His Kingdom
So come 2020, we will attempt to move one more step deeper into His Word
and closer in relationship with Him. As a church we will attempt to read
through the Bible TOPICALLY or DOCTRINALLY. Some are rather
apprehensive about the term “doctrine” which actually just means
“teaching.” So Christian Doctrine is an attempt to state clearly the content
and message of the Bible. However, in trying to explain some complicated
concepts and teachings, big, unfamiliar, and even complicated words are
used. We will encounter some of these but please do not be afraid of such
terms as they will be explained in the accompanying notes even as we learn
together and are enriched through the process.
So Reading Through The Bible Topically (Doctrinally) will seek to pull together
various parts of the Bible under weekly Major Topics while further subdividing
into daily Minor Topics. In this way, it is hoped that we can all better
appreciate the unity and the rich diversity of God’s Word. Your daily reading
and reflection should continue to be enhanced through the weekly sharing of
DG members at DG Meetings. The preaching on the topic from the Sunday
Pulpit should further strengthen your understanding of the topic of the week.
May each and everyone be blessed in reading the Word of God! May God be
glorified as we diligently and prayerfully Read, Apply and Yield to His Word!
Rev Dr Ng Swee Ming
Pastor, SSMC
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

Begin with Prayer, asking God through His Holy Spirit to:
• Give you understanding as you READ and REFLECT on His Word
• Grant you discernment & wisdom to APPLY God’s Word
• Graciously enable you to YIELD in humble submission to His
transforming Word
Take note of the KEY DOCTRINE for the week.
Then Read the daily Scripture Passages as well as the Key Verses. Please try
to use a easily understandable Bible version eg. NIV, ESV or NLT.
After reading the Scripture Passages proceed to read the short
introduction on that day’s sub-theme. This will help to give a better
understanding of the particular doctrine under consideration….
It will be helpful if you:
• Try to see the linkage between the Scripture Passage(s) and the Weekly
Key Doctrine and Daily Sub-Theme.
• As always asking WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY & HOW of the
scripture passages read will be helpful.
• Take note of REPETITIONS, SIMILARITIES and CONTRAST as well as
sentences that begin with - BUT, THEREFORE, BECAUSE, IF and THEN.
To APPLY, sometimes it’s helpful to ask :
• Is there a lesson to learn?
• Is there a command to obey?
• Is there a sin to avoid?
• Is there an example to follow?
• Is there a promise to claim and keep?
• What encouragement or comfort may I gain?
• What new perspective is God showing me?
OR just to be still in the Lord’s Presence and ask Him to speak to you what
is that ONE THING you need to learn from today’s reading and how can it
be applied in my life to bring about life transformation?
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

“To the degree & to the extent that I yield and submit to the Holy Spirit in my life,
God’s Kingdom will come more and more into my life, my family, my Discipleship
Group, my work, my Church & my community.”

My Prayer
Close in THANKSGIVING prayer for all that you have learned:
• Pray for obedience and strength to faithfully work out the ONE THING
that you have been reminded by His Holy Spirit.
• Bring to the Lord any prayer request that you may have for yourself,
family, church, work, friends in the area of health, guidance,
relationships, protection, provision etc.
• Good to write down key prayer items as a reminder of what and when
you brought them before the Lord.
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GUIDELINES TO READING THE BIBLE TOPICALLY
The daily readings for BWJ 2020 has been formatted as such:
Date

SCRIPTURE READING

JAN 1, WEDNESDAY

Gen 1, Joh 1 & Rev 22

The Bible

John 1:1, Rev 22:18-19

KEY DOCTRINE

KEY VERSES

SUB-TITLE

Unity and Uniqueness of the Bible
The word 'bible' comes from the Greek word 'biblion' which means literally 'book'. It is
thus a library of books — 66 in all.

INTRODUCTION / SUMMARY TO SUB-TITLE

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

JOURNAL YOUR REFLECTIONs & PRAYER here
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JAN 1, WEDNESDAY
The Bible

Gen 1; Joh 1; Rev 22
John 1:1; Rev 22:18–19

Unity and Uniqueness of the Bible
The word 'bible' comes from the Greek word 'biblion' which means literally 'book'. It is
thus a library of books — 66 in all.
• Time Span: written over 1300 to 1500years
• Geographical Location: Over three continents – Asia, Africa and Europe
• Authorship: By about 40 authors from Kings to priests to fishermen.
• Literary Genres: From history to law, poetry, prophecy and personal
correspondence.
• Language: Hebrew to Greek with Aramaic in between
• Content: A common theme – God’s redemption of man – runs through the Bible.
• Impact and Resilience: Most popular and most translated book of all times, rejected
and heavily ‘persecuted’, yet standing strong and growing stronger.
• Attestation: Best attested text in the world, having withstood the onslaught of critics
and sceptics and will continue to prove itself as being the historical, Divinely inspired
Word of the Living God.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 2, THURSDAY
The Bible

Gen 12; Exo 5; Deu 28
Psa 119:105

Old Testament: The Old Testament is the New Concealed
The Old Testament we are using today is actually based on the Hebrew Scriptures, with
some parts in Aramaic, the same language used by our Lord Jesus during His earthly
ministry. It is sometimes called the Hebrew Scriptures to take away the connotation
associated with the word 'old' implying something archaic and irrelevant in content.
The word 'testament' means 'covenant’. The Old Testament tells of God's dealings and
the record of the calling and history of the Jewish nation. This was the Scriptures Jesus
read.
The Old Testament consist of 39 books divided into five sections: Pentateuch (Genesis to
Deuteronomy), History (Joshua to Esther), Poetry (Job to Song of Solomon), Major
Prophets (Isaiah to Daniel) and Minor Prophets (Hosea to Malachi). It was written from 
1400 B.C. to  400 B.C. Some biblical books are combinations of different types of
genres.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 3, FRIDAY
The Bible

Heb 1; Gal 4
Joh 20:31, Gal 4:4

New Testament: The New Testament is the Old Revealed
The New Testament was written in Koine Greek (common Greek, the everyday form of
the Greek language in the first century A.D.)
The New Testament’s 27 books is divided into five sections:
• Gospels (Matthew to John): Giving 4 different accounts of the birth, life, ministry,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, showing how Jesus was the promised
Messiah of the OT and laying the foundation for the rest of the NT.
• History (Acts): Records the deeds of Jesus' apostles proclaiming the Gospel of
salvation, the beginning of the church and its rapid growth in the 1stCentury.
• Pauline Epistles (Romans to Philemon): They are letters written by the Apostle Paul
to specific churches teaching official Christian doctrine and practice.
• General Epistles (Hebrews to Jude): These compliment the Pauline Epistles with
additional teaching and application.
• Prophecy (Revelation): Revelation prophesies the end time events.
The New Testament was written from  A.D. 45 to  A.D. 95 and John, author of the
fourth Gospel, summarises the purpose in John 20:31.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 4, SATURDAY

Psa 1; Prov 1; Mar 1

The Bible

Joh 20:31

Interesting Facts About the Bible
•
Bible— 773,692 words (OT - 592,439: NT - 181,253)
•
Modern chapter divisions by Stephen Langton around AD 1227
•
Old Testament verse numbers by a Jewish rabbi named Nathan in 1448
•
New Testament verse numbers by Robert Estienne in 1551
•
The word ‘God’: 3,358 times
•
The word ‘LORD’: 7,736 times
•
Longest book - the Psalms
•
Shortest book - 3 John
•
Bible - 1189 chapters; Old Testament - 929 and New Testament - 260
•
Longest chapter - Psalm 119
•
Middle and shortest chapter of the Bible - Psalm 117
•
Bible - 31,173 verses (OT - 23,214: NT - 7,959)
•
Shortest verse - John 11:35
•
Longest Verse - Esther 8:9
•
Middle Verse: Psalm 118:8

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 5, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JAN 6, MONDAY
Inspiration of the Bible

2 Ti 1–3
2 Ti 3:16–17

Verbal Plenary Inspiration
The Bible is the written Word of God. Its source is God Himself. God the Holy Spirit
inspires Scriptures. The word used in 2 Timothy 3:16 is 'God-breathed'. God breathed
out His Holy Word to men whom He had chosen to be His instruments and they wrote
according to what God had given them.
The Scriptures were not done mechanically or by dictation. God did not simply take over
a certain author's mind and hands and then He himself did the writing directly. Nor was
it like the work of a stenographer where the authors just copied down what God said.
What verbal plenary inspiration does mean is that all the words, forms of words,
combination of words, and wording in the Bible are God’s divine intention for Scripture.
The words, phrases, and clauses work together to give us His message, and each portion
of Scripture is purposefully there. So, the authors wrote what they were led to write
(like Paul's epistles) or even under direct instruction from God (as the prophets did). But
God had so prepared their backgrounds, cultures, education and experiences that they
had the right words to use and to write with. The authors might not have been aware
that their writings would become part of Holy Scripture but they knew what they said
was from God and, therefore, was true and correct

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 7, TUESDAY
Inspiration of the Bible

Psa 19; Rom 1
Psa 19:1–4; Rom 1:20

General Revelation
God reveals Himself to all people, at all times and in all places through nature proving
that an intelligent, powerful, and transcendent God exists.
Psa 19:1–4: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His
hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.
There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into
all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” God’s existence and power can be
clearly seen through observing the universe. The order, intricacy, and wonder of
creation speak of the existence of a powerful and glorious Creator.
Rom 1:20: “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—His eternal
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been
made, so that men are without excuse.” It teaches that God’s eternal power and divine
nature are “clearly seen” and “understood” from what has been made, and that there is
no excuse for denying these facts.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 8, WEDNESDAY
Inspiration of the Bible

Dan 2 & 7; Heb 1
Heb 1:1–3

Special Revelation
Special Revelation— specific truths that can be known about God through supernatural
means, the Bible and Jesus.
God reveals Himself in the Bible by guiding the authors of Scripture to record His
message to mankind. God reveals everything that humanity needs to know about Him,
what He expects, and what He has done for us in the Bible.

Lastly, God became a human being (Joh 1:14). Heb 1:1–3: “In the past God spoke to our
forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son ….” God became a human being, in the Person of
Jesus Christ, to identify with us, set us an example, teach us, reveal Himself to us and
lastly, to provide salvation for us by His death on the cross (Phi 2:6–8).
Jesus Christ is the ultimate “special revelation” from God.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 9, THURSDAY
Inspiration of the Bible

Joh 1–3
Joh 1:1

Unity of Scripture
The Bible was written by approximately 40 human authors over a period of
approximately 1,600 years. These men were quite a diverse group. Moses was a political
leader; Joshua, a military leader; David, a shepherd; Solomon, a king; Amos, a herdsman
and fruit picker; Daniel, a prime minister; Matthew, a tax collector; Luke, a medical
doctor; Paul, a rabbi; and Peter, a fisherman, among others. The Bible was also written
under a variety of circumstances. It was written on three different continents, Europe,
Asia, and Africa.
Yet, the great themes of Scripture are maintained in all the writings, weaving into One
Story. The Bible does not contradict itself in any major doctrine. There are minor
differences which can, in nearly all cases be satisfactorily explained. There is no way,
apart from God the Holy Spirit supervising the writing of the Bible, that this could have
been accomplished.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 10, FRIDAY
Inspiration of the Bible

Gen 6–7; Jon 1–4
Mat 24:36–37; Mat 12:39–41

External Evidence
Archaeological findings support the history recorded in Scripture. Though many
unbelievers throughout history have tried to find archaeological evidence to disprove
what is recorded in the Bible, they have all failed. Instead archaeology has been called
“the Bible’s best friend.” It is easy to say that Scripture is untrue but proving it to be
untrue is totally another matter and in fact, it has never been done. In the past, every
time the Bible contradicted a current “scientific” theory, the Bible was proven later to
be true and the scientific theory wrong. A good example is Isaiah 40:22. All the while
that science declared the earth to be flat, the Bible stated that God “sits on the circle
[sphere] of the earth.”
From the discovery of the Cyrus Cylinder in 1879, Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, Tel Dan Stela
in 1993, to the Pool of Siloam in 2004, archaeology has worked hand in hand with Bible
scholars to provide an independent witness to the truth of God’s Word. The writings of
Titus Flavius Josephus, a Jewish historian who wrote during the first century A.D. records
some events which coincide with what is found in Scripture.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 11, SATURDAY
Inspiration of the Bible

Jer 36; 2 Pe 1; 1 Th 2
1 Th 2:13

Internal Evidence
The Bible’s claims of being from God should not be understood as circular reasoning.
The testimony of reliable witnesses—particularly Jesus, but also Moses, Joshua, David,
Daniel, and Nehemiah in the Old Testament, and John and Paul in the New Testament affirms the authority and verbal inspiration of the Holy Scriptures.
Consider the following passages: Exo 14:1; 20:1; Lev 4:1; Num 4:1; Deu 4:2; 32:48; Isa
1:10, 24; Jer 1:11; 11:1–3; Eze 1:3; 1 Co 14:37; 1 Th 2:13; 2 Pe 1:16–21; 1 Joh 4:6.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 12, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JAN 13, MONDAY
Canonicity and Inerrancy of the Bible

Deu 32; Jud
Deu 32:46–47; Jud v3

The ‘Canon’
'Canon' means a reed or rod used as a measuring instrument. The term “canon” is used
to describe the books that are divinely inspired and therefore belong in the Bible.
Determining the canon was a process conducted first by Jewish rabbis and scholars and
later by early Christians.
Ultimately, it was God who decided what books belonged in the biblical canon. A book
of Scripture belonged in the canon from the moment God inspired its writing. It was
simply a matter of God’s convincing His human followers which books should be
included in the Bible.
Church councils were ‘guided’ by God to publicly recognize the canon of Scripture.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 14, TUESDAY
Canonicity and Inerrancy of the Bible

Joh 20–21
Joh 20:31

How Canonicity Was Determined
1. The Authority of the Writers
The books were, for the most part, written by people who were recognized as appointed
by God to reveal His will, for example, the prophets in the Old Testament. In the New
Testament, a basic criterion was whether the author was an apostle or a close associate
of one. For example, Mark was a close associate of the apostle Peter. The authors
themselves often claimed their words and writings to be authoritative.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 15, WEDNESDAY

Jos 5 & 6; 1 Ki 16; Mat 1

Canonicity and Inerrancy of the Bible

Jos 6:26; 1 Ki 16:34

How Canonicity Was Determined
2. The External Evidence
The consensus among the Christian community as to the historicity of the books was
important. There was unsurprising agreement as to which books were canonical. The
Church was constrained and inspired by the Holy Spirit to recognize that which was the
holy and authoritative Word of God. Note that the Church's role was to recognize the
authority of the books and not to confer authority upon the writings.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 16, THURSDAY
Canonicity and Inerrancy of the Bible

1 Co 2; Rev 22
Rev 22:18–19

How Canonicity Was Determined
3. The Internal Evidence
(a) The contents were recognized to be sound doctrine in accord with the teachings of
the apostles. The books were "self-authenticating" — they witness to themselves;
the voice of the Holy Spirit witnesses to the Spirit in Christians as to the true nature
of the books.
(b) The authors of books in the Bible quoted from other books in the Bible, thus
implying their authority. The prophets quoted from the Law and other prophets.
The Lord Jesus quoted from Scripture and so did the apostles. Peter considered
Paul's writings authoritative.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 17, FRIDAY
Canonicity and Inerrancy of the Bible

2 Pe 3
2 Pe 3:15–16

Canon of the Old Testament
Three important facts were considered:
1) The New Testament quotes from or alludes to every Old Testament book but two.
2) Jesus effectively endorsed the Hebrew canon in Mat 23:35 when He cited one of
the first narratives and one of the last in the Scriptures of His day.
3) The Jews were meticulous in preserving the Old Testament Scriptures, and they had
few controversies over what parts belong or do not belong.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 18, SATURDAY

Act 1–4

Canonicity and Inerrancy of the Bible

Act 4:13

Canon of the New Testament
The early church had some very specific criteria in order for books to be considered as
part of the New Testament. These included:
1) Was the book written by someone who was an eyewitness of the ministry of Jesus
Christ?
2) Did the book pass the “truth test”? (i.e., did it concur with other, already agreedupon Scripture?)

The New Testament books they accepted back then have endured the test of time and
Christian orthodoxy has embraced these, with little challenge, for centuries.
Confidence in the acceptance of specific books dates back to the first century recipients
who offered first hand testimony as to their authenticity. Furthermore, the end-time
subject matter of the book of Revelation, and the prohibition of adding to the words of
the book in Revelation 22:18, argue strongly that the canon was closed at the time of its
writing (c. A.D. 95).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 19, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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JAN 20, MONDAY
Authority of the Bible

Deu 4; Mat 4; Mar 9
Deu 4:2; Pro 30:5–6

Sola Scriptura – “Scripture Alone”
The Bible is our ‘only rule for faith and practice’, the ‘final authority’, ‘only infallible rule’
or ‘only certain rule’ — this is how Bible-believing Christians declare their commitment
to the written Word of God and their independence from other would-be authorities.
Jesus and the apostles constantly appealed to the Bible as the final court of appeal. This
they often did by the introductory phrase, “It is written,” which is repeated some 90
times in the New Testament. Jesus used this phrase three times when appealing to
Scripture as the final authority in His dispute with Satan (Mat 4:4, 7, 10).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 21, TUESDAY
Authority of the Bible

Gal 1–3
Rom 4:4–5

Sola Fide – “Faith Alone”
Sola fide or faith alone is a key point of our Beliefs. The teaching that we are declared
righteous by God (justified) on the basis of our faith alone and not by works is a key
doctrine of the Bible and a line that divides most cults from biblical Christianity. While
most religions and cults teach people what works they must do to be saved, the Bible
teaches that we are not saved by works, but by God’s grace through His gift of faith (Eph
2:8–9).

Biblical Christianity is distinct from every other religion in that it is centred on what God
has accomplished through Christ’s finished work, while all other religions are based on
human achievement. If we abandon the doctrine of justification by faith, we abandon
the only way of salvation.
This doctrine of justification by faith alone apart from works— taught over and over in
Scripture—is recognising that at some point in time God declares ungodly sinners
righteous by imputing Christ’s righteousness to them (Rom 4:5, 5:8, 5:19). This happens
apart from any works and before the individual actually begins to become righteous. We
thus affirm the biblical teaching that righteous works are the result and evidence of a
born-again person who has been justified by God and regenerated by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 22, WEDNESDAY
Authority of the Bible

Rom 4–6
Rom 5:8

Sola Gratia — “Grace Alone”
Sola gratia is simply acknowledging that the Bible teaches that the totality of our
salvation is a gift of grace from God (Eph 2:8–9). It is the acknowledgement that
salvation from the wrath of God is based on God’s grace and mercy and not on anything
good in us. If we reject it, we reject the only Gospel that can save us.
The alternative to sola gratia is a gospel that depends on the goodness of man instead of
the grace of God, which is no gospel at all.
Sola gratia helps us to understand that while the Bible says there is “no one who seeks
God” (Rom 3:11), the good news is that God seeks after sinners. Jesus said He came to
seek and save that which is lost (Luk 19:10). He did not wait for the lost to seek Him. It is
God who acts first, God who draws the wretched sinner to Himself, God who gives new
life to those who are “dead in their trespasses and sins”; God who causes a person to be
“born again” so he or she can “see the kingdom of God.”

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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JAN 23, THURSDAY

Col 1–3

Authority of the Bible

Col 1:18; 1 Ti 2:5; Tit 3:5

Solo Christo — “Christ alone”
Solo Christo affirms that we are saved by Christ alone, apart from the merit of any other
person.
Jesus alone is the King of kings (Rev 19:16). He alone is our High Priest (Heb 4:14). He
alone is our Redeemer (Gal 3:13) and the sole Mediator between God and man (1 Ti
2:5).

The attempt to usurp or share in those positions is a blasphemous arrogation. Assigning
those roles to someone else is equally improper. It is Christ and Christ alone who saves.
From beginning to end, the gospel uplifts Christ and Christ alone. He is the One who
came from heaven to seek the lost (Luk 19:10); obeyed the Law perfectly; was crucified
and who rose again. We are the grateful recipients of His sacrifice.
The gospel is not a message of what we must do for God; but what God has done for us
through Christ.

P.R.A.Y
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JAN 24, FRIDAY
Authority of the Bible

Eph 1–3
Eph 2:8–9

Sola Deo Gloria – “Glory of God alone”
In God’s plan for salvation, the glory is God’s alone. Jesus said, “Apart from me you can
do nothing” (Joh 15:5).
If it were possible for someone to attain salvation through the works of the Law, then he
would have something to boast of (Rom 4:2); but it is impossible. We cannot save
ourselves. We who were dead in our sins (Eph 2:1) could do nothing to help ourselves
toward life. But, praise the Lord, “the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Rom 6:23).
• Salvation of sinners— God’s idea
• Accomplishing that salvation — God’s work
• Granting that salvation — God’s grace and
• Fulfilling that salvation — God’s promise.
From beginning to end, “Salvation belongs to the LORD” (Psa 3:8).
The idea of soli Deo gloria is found in 1 Cor 10:31: “whatever you do, do all to the glory
of God.” The glory is God’s, never ours.

P.R.A.Y
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JAN 25, SATURDAY

Psa 119

Authority of the Bible

Psa 119:105

Reverence for the Word of God Exemplified
Psalm 119 exemplifies the reverence God’s people hold for His Word. God’s Word serves
as a guide for godly living (v9–11), provides strength for the weary (v 28), gives
instruction (v 33) and understanding (v 34), brings renewal to life (v 40) and leads to joy
and delight (v 35, 111). When God reveals Himself, He does so at least in part by
revealing information about Himself. Indeed, it is only by His revelation that we know
God.

P.R.A.Y
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Chinese New Year

Chinese New Year (or Lunar New Year) is the Chinese festival that celebrates the
beginning of a new year on the traditional Chinese calendar. The festival is usually
referred to as the Spring Festival.
Originally cultural in nature, it has also imbibed some religious practices arising from
Taoism & Buddhism.
Family members from near and far make all effort to gather for the CNY Eve Reunion
Dinner. Hence it is an excellent occasion for family bonding and relationship building.
As Christians of Chinese descent, we need to appreciate the rich Chinese culture and
heritage.
How do Chinese Christians decide what practices to follow and what to avoid?
1) Distinguish what is CULTURAL and what is RELIGIOUS.
2) The “3 R’s” Principle:
• RETAIN what is cultural & beneficial
• REJECT what is religious & demonic
• REDEEM what is neutral
Action Points:
1. Read up & understand the meaning of the different CNY practices, in order to put
into practice the “3 R’s” Principle.
2. Make all effort to be home for CNY and be part of the family’s tradition and
celebration.
3. Be salt & light in your family. Do not condemn or be confrontational, but when
opportunities arise, be bold to share your faith yet with gentleness and respect. (1
Pet 3:15)
Prayer:
1. Pray for yourself, and other believers in your family, that you all will be a good
testimony to the rest.
2. Pray that at any opportune time you all will seize the moment sharing God’s
message with gentleness and respect
3. Pray for non-believers in your family that they will come to know Jesus.
4. You may want to listen to this SSMC sermon on the topic of CNY practices:
https://www.ssmc.com.my/christian-culture-series
5. The origin of Chinese New Year:
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/essential/holidays/new-year/story.htm
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Scripture Passage
Preacher

36

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JAN 27, MONDAY
Covenants in the Bible

Gen 1–3
Gen 3:16–19

Adamic Covenant
There are two parts:
The Edenic Covenant (of Innocence) Gen 1–2
• Mankind (male and female) created in God’s image.
• Dominion (rule) over the animal kingdom.
• To reproduce and inhabit the entire Earth.
• To be ‘vegetarian’ (NB: eating of meat established in the Noahic covenant: Genesis 9:3).
• NOT TO eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (with death as
the stated penalty).
The Adamic Covenant (of Grace) Gen 3
As the result of Adam’s sin, the following curses were pronounced:
• Enmity between Satan and Eve and her descendants.
• Painful childbirth for women.
• Marital strife.
• The soil cursed— thorns and thistles.
• Survival to be a struggle.
• Death introduced, the inescapable fate of all living things

P.R.A.Y
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JAN 28, TUESDAY
Covenants in the Bible

Gen 6–9
Gen 9:12–16

Noahic Covenant
Unconditional covenant between God and Noah (specifically) and humanity (generally).
After the Flood, God promised humanity that He would never again destroy all life on
earth with a Flood (see Gen 9). God gave the rainbow as the sign of the covenant (Gen
9:12–13), a promise that the entire earth would never again flood and a reminder that
God can and will judge sin (2 Pe 2:5).
So, whenever we see a rainbow we should always be reminded of God’s faithfulness and
His amazing grace — that our God is a holy and righteous God who has a holy hatred for
sin and who will not allow sin to go unpunished. Also, just as God provided a way for
Noah and his family to be saved in the ark, He also has provided a way for us to be saved
through Jesus Christ.

P.R.A.Y
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JAN 29, WEDNESDAY
Covenants in the Bible

Gen 12, 13, 15 & 17
Gen 12:2–3

Abrahamic Covenant
The Abrahamic covenant is (i) Unconditional — God made promises to Abraham that
required nothing of Abraham, (ii) Literal – the land promised is a physical land (iii)
Everlasting – the promise to Israel is eternal. Three main features of the Abrahamic
Covenant: Promise of (a) Land, (b) Descendants and (c) Blessing and Redemption — a
reference to the Messiah, who would come from the line of Abraham.
The ceremony recorded in Gen 15 indicates the unconditional nature of the covenant.
God’s solitary action of moving alone as a smoking furnace and a flaming torch between
the halves of the animals is to be explained by the fact that the covenant is principally a
promise by God who binds Himself to fulfilling the promise.
Later, God gave Abraham the rite of circumcision as the specific sign of the Abrahamic
Covenant (Gen 17:9–14).

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

39

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

JAN 30, THURSDAY

Exo 19–24; Deu 11 & 28

Covenants in the Bible

Hab 2:4

Mosaic Covenant: (Sinai Covenant)
The Mosaic Covenant is a conditional covenant made between God and the nation of
Israel at Mount Sinai (Exo 19–24). God’s promises are directly related to Israel’s
obedience to the Mosaic Law. If Israel is obedient, then God will bless them, but if they
disobey, then God will punish them. The blessings and curses that are associated with
this conditional covenant are found in detail in Deuteronomy 28.
The Mosaic Law would reveal to people their sinfulness and their need for a Saviour, and
it is the Mosaic Law that Christ Himself said that He did not come to abolish but to fulfil.
This is an important point because some people get confused by thinking that keeping
the Law saved people in the Old Testament. The Bible is clear that salvation has always
been by faith alone (Hab 2:4).
Also, the sacrificial system of the Mosaic Covenant did not really take away sins (Heb
10:1–4); it simply foreshadowed the bearing of sin by Christ, the perfect high priest Who
was also the perfect sacrifice (Heb 9:11–28). Therefore, the Mosaic Covenant itself, with
all its detailed laws, could not save people. It is not that there was any problem with the
Law itself, for the Law was perfect and was given by a holy God, but the Law had no
power to give people new life, and the people were not able to obey the Law perfectly
(Gal 3:21).

P.R.A.Y
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JAN 31, FRIDAY
Covenants in the Bible

2 Sa 7; 1 Ch 17; Mat 1
2 Sa 7:16; 2 Ch 6:16

Davidic Covenant
This is an unconditional covenant made between God and David through which God
promises David and Israel that the Messiah (Jesus Christ) would come from the lineage
of David and the tribe of Judah. The Messiah will establish a kingdom that would endure
forever.
The Davidic Covenant centres on several key promises that are made to David. (1) God
reaffirms the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants about the land promised to Israel (2
Sam 7:10). (2) God promises that David’s son will succeed him as king of Israel and
would build the temple (2 Sam 7:12–13). (3) The promise of an everlasting kingdom (2
Sam 7:13,16). Another Son of David would rule forever and build a lasting House. This is
a reference to the Messiah, Jesus Christ, called the Son of David in Matthew 21:9.

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 1, SATURDAY
Covenants in the Bible

Jer 31; Eph 2
Jer 31:31–34; Eph 2:8–9

New Covenant
The New Covenant is the promise that God makes with humanity that He will forgive sin
and restore fellowship with those whose hearts are turned toward Him. Jesus Christ is
the mediator of the New Covenant, and His death on the cross is the basis of the
promise (Lk 22:20). The New Covenant was predicted while the Old Covenant was still in
effect—the prophets Moses (Deut 30:2), Jeremiah (Jer 31:31–33) and Ezekiel (Eze
36:26–27) all alluded to the New Covenant.

Under the New Covenant, we are given the opportunity to receive salvation as a free gift
(Eph 2:8–9). Our responsibility is to exercise faith in Christ, the One who fulfilled the Law
on our behalf and brought an end to the Law’s sacrifices through His own sacrificial
death. Through the life-giving Holy Spirit who lives in all believers (Rom 8:9–11), we
share in the inheritance of Christ and enjoy a permanent, unbroken relationship with
God (Heb 9:15).
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FEB 3, MONDAY

Deu 5–6; Isa 45

Trinity

Deu 6:4; Isa 45:5

Only One God ("Tri" – three; "Unity" – one; Tri+Unity = Trinity)
The doctrine of the Trinity may be defined by the following simple statements:
a. There is one God and one only.
b. God exists eternally in three distinct Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
c. All three Persons are fully co-equal in every divine perfection and possess alike the
fullness of the divine essence.
d. The three Persons of the Trinity, however, relate to the world through distinctive
functions.
God the Father is revealed as Creator of the universe and the heavenly Father to all who
trust Him. He is the Father who sends the Son into the world, to live a fully human life
and to die for our salvation. In Christ's incarnate state, the Son is fully submitted to the
Father to fulfil His will. It is also the Father who with the Son, sends the Holy Spirit to
continue His work of redemption in and through the church after Christ's resurrection
and ascension.
The Trinity is a concept that is impossible for any human being to fully understand, let
alone explain. God is infinitely greater than we are; therefore, we should not expect to
be able to fully understand Him.
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FEB 4, TUESDAY
Trinity

Gen 1–2
Gen 1:1, 26

Old Testament References
The Trinity consists of three Persons (Gen 1:1, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isa 6:8, 48:16, 61:1). In
Gen 1:1, the Hebrew plural noun "Elohim" is used. In Gen 1:26 ; 3:22; 11:7 and Isa 6:8,
the plural pronoun for “us” is used. The word "Elohim" and the pronoun “us” are plural
forms, definitely referring in the Hebrew language to more than two. While this is not an
explicit argument for the Trinity, it does denote the aspect of plurality in God.
In Isa 48:16 and 61:1, the Son is speaking while making reference to the Father and the
Holy Spirit. In the Old Testament, “LORD” is distinguished from “Lord” (Gen 19:24; Hos
1:4). The LORD has a Son (Psa 2:7, 12; Pro 30:2–4). The Spirit is distinguished from the
“LORD” (Num 27:18) and from “God” (Psa 51:10–12). God the Son is distinguished from
God the Father (Psa 45:6–7)
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FEB 5, WEDNESDAY
Trinity

Mat 3 & 28; Joh 14
Mat 3:16–17; 28:18–20

New Testament References
At Jesus' baptism (Mat 3:16–17), God the Holy Spirit descending on God the Son while
God the Father proclaims His pleasure in the Son.
The Trinitarian formulae as seen in the Great Commission (Mat 28:18–20) and the
benediction in 2 Co 13:14 are clear examples of three distinct Persons in the Trinity.
In the New Testament, Jesus speaks to the Father about sending a Helper, the Holy
Spirit (Joh 14:16–17). This shows that Jesus did not consider Himself to be the Father or
the Holy Spirit.
Consider also all the other times in the Gospels where Jesus speaks to the Father, for
example, in Mat 7:21; 10:32–33; 11:27 and 12:50. He was speaking to another Person in
the Trinity— God the Father.
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FEB 6, THURSDAY
Trinity

Joh 5 & 14; 1 Co 8
1 Co 8:6

God the Father
We call God Father because this is what Jesus taught us. In the Lord’s Prayer (Mat 6:9)
that He taught his disciples (and all of us), Jesus told us to address God as Father.
The Holy Spirit confirms this in our hearts and enables us to cry out, "Abba Father!" (Gal
4:6). The word “Abba” is Aramaic, a Semitic language widely used among the people of
Palestine in Jesus' day. It is an intimate word used by both children and grown-ups for
the father within the family circle. Though intimate, it remains a respectful term and
sees the father as the sovereign protector of the children throughout their lives. The
father loves the children and in turn, is totally trusted by them.
God the Father (1 Co 15:24; 2 Pe 1:17) as the Creator initiates all things as being the
ultimate source or cause of the universe (1 Co 8:6; Rev 4:11); divine revelation (Rev 1:1);
salvation (Joh 3:16–17); and Jesus' human works (Joh 5:17; 14:10).
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FEB 7, FRIDAY
Trinity

Col 1–2
Col 2:9

God the Son
God the Son (Joh 1:1, 14; Col 2:9; Heb 1:8; 1 Joh 5:20) is the agent through whom the
Father does the following works: the creation and maintenance of the universe
(1 Co 8:6; Joh 1:3; Col 1:15-20); divine revelation (Joh 1:1, 16:12—15; Mat 11:27); and
salvation (2 Co 5:19; Mat 1:21; Joh 4:42). The Father does all these things through the
Son, who functions as His agent.
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FEB 8, SATURDAY

Joh 14–16; Tit 3; Isa 61

Trinity

Joh 16:13–15

God the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3–4; 1 Co 3:16). The Holy Spirit is the means by whom the
Father does the following works: creation and maintenance of the universe (Gen 1:2;
Psa 104:30); divine revelation (Joh 16:12–15; Eph 3:5; 2 Pe 1:21); salvation (Joh 3:6; Tit
3:5; 1 Pe 1:2); and Jesus' works (Isa 61:1; Acts 10:38). Thus, the Father does all these
things by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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FEB 10, MONDAY
Natural (incommunicable) Attributes of God

Psa 90 & 103
Psa 90:2; 103:17

Eternal and Infinite
As God He has neither beginning nor end. Even before this world came into existence,
God has existed from time everlasting (Psa 90:2); He is above, beyond and outside the
limitations of time and space. As an absolute self-existent being, He sustains no such
relations to time and space as those sustained by every finite being.
So to God there is no time, past, present or future. The eternal attribute of God is
explained in His self-existence; He never began to be, He never can cease to be. God’s
understanding, abilities, love with goodness and mercy are all immeasurable, limitless,
and without end.
Because God is infinite, He is also said to be transcendent, which simply means that God
is exceedingly far above creation and is both greater than creation and independent of
it. What this means is that God is so infinitely above and beyond us and our ability to
fully comprehend that, had He not revealed Himself, we would not know or understand
what He is like.
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FEB 11, TUESDAY
Natural (incommunicable) Attributes of God

Psa 139; 1 Ki 8
1 Ki 8:39; 1 Joh 3:20

Omniscient
God is all knowing. Omniscience means the actual and necessary knowledge of all
objects, actual or possible. Omniscience is intended infinite knowledge. When we say
that omniscience is a natural attribute of God, it means that God does not obtain
knowledge by study, reflection or experience, or that He obtains knowledge at all; but
that all knowledge is absolutely necessary of Him.
The Bible is pretty clear that God knows everything, He searches all hearts and
understands every intent of the thoughts (1 Ch 28:9; Psa 94:11). What a comfort that
God knows everything about us and has a plan for our lives even before we were born.
God does not only know our past but He knows all about our future.
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PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

52

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

FEB 12, WEDNESDAY
Natural (incommunicable) Attributes of God

Phi 3; Jud
Psa 33:6; Phi 3:10–11

Omnipotent
God is all powerful. Power is certainly an attribute of God; to lack this attribute, He could
not be God. God is omnipotent in creation and nature (Gen 1:1–3; Isa 44:24), salvation
(Jud 24–25) and the resurrection (Phi 3:10–11).God’s omnipotence extends to
governments and leaders (Dan 2:21), as He restrains them or lets them go their way
according to His plans and purposes. His power is unlimited in regard to Satan and his
demons. Satan’s attack on Job was limited to only certain actions. He was restrained by
God’s unlimited power (Job 1:12; 2:6).
But it is important to note that although God has the power to do anything, He cannot
do anything that is contrary to His nature and character, for example, God cannot lie
(Num 23:19; Heb 6:18;Tit 1:2). God can do anything according to His infinite ability, but
will do only those things that are consistent with Himself and that is why He cannot lie
or condone sin.
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FEB 13, THURSDAY
Natural (incommunicable) Attributes of God

Jer 23
Jer 23:23–24; Mat 28:20

Omnipresent
God is present everywhere at once. The Bible teaches that in every place in the universe
God is present; He is not limited by space (Psa 139:7–9). There is no place in the
universe that is away from God’s presence. How can God be in more than one place at a
time? “God is spirit” (Joh 4:24) and is not limited by time and space. While it is true that
God is in all space, His existence does not occupy or fill space in the sense of excluding
anything from it, nor in such a sense that its existence is a condition of His existence.

The fact that God is present everywhere is a source of comfort for all believers because
wherever the believer goes, he finds himself in the protection of God’s presence. We
may experience God’s presence at any time and at any place because He has promised
to be with us always (Mat 28:20; Isa 43:2; Heb 13:5).
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FEB 14, FRIDAY

Isa 55; Rom 11; Col 1

Natural (incommunicable) Attributes of God

Isa 55:8–9; Col 1:16–17

Immanent and Transcendent
God’s immanence refers to His presence within His creation, that God is present in all of
creation, while remaining distinct from it. So there is no place where God is not. His
sovereign control extends everywhere simultaneously.
God’s transcendence refers to His existence over and above, that is, independent from
all creation. All things are upheld by His mighty power (Heb 1:3), yet He is upheld by
Himself alone. The whole universe exists in Him and for Him. God is the
incomprehensible Creator existing outside of space and time and, thus, is unknowable
and unsearchable unless God seeks to reveal Himself, that is, the unknown seeks to be
known.
God’s transcendent nature strives to keep Him distant and remote from His creation, yet
His immanent nature works to draw near and to sustain His creation.
God’s love for His creation is so great that we see His immanence overshadowing His
transcendence. His incarnate Son, Jesus Christ, breaks through the sin barrier to draw all
mankind back into a personal relationship, and He comes into the hearts and minds of
His people through His indwelling Holy Spirit. This is the miracle of God’s transcendence.
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FEB 14, FRIDAY
Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day, also called Saint Valentine’s Day of the Feast of Saint Valentine, is
celebrated annually on February 14.
St Valentine was a priest from Rome in the 3rd century AD.
Emperor Claudius II had banned marriage because he thought married men were bad
soldiers. Valentine felt this was unfair, so he broke the rules and arranged marriages in
secret.
When Claudius found out, Valentine was thrown in jail and sentenced to death. There,
he fell in love with the jailer’s daughter and when he was taken to be killed on 14
February he sent her a love letter signed “from your Valentine.”
As time went on, it became a day when people celebrate romantic love, friendship and
admiration. They demonstrate their love by sending flowers, card and gifts to partners,
family and friends.
Reflection:
•
God’s love - “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
•
Love for God - "If you love me, keep my commands.” (John 14:15)
•
Love for others - “For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they
have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. Whoever loves God must
also love his brother.” (1 John 4:20b-21)
•
Love for the “unlovable” - "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to
you? ... And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners do that.” (Luke 6:32-33)
Action:
1. Write a note of appreciation to those who have demonstrated love to you.
2. Do an act of love and kindness to someone who needs encouragement.
3. More radical – go out of your way to show love to a stranger or an “unlovable”
person.
Prayer:
1. Pray for blessings for your loved ones: more Christlikeness for those who knows the
Lord & knowledge of the Saviour for those who have yet to trust in Him.
2. Pray for blessings for someone whom you find very difficult to love
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FEB 15, SATURDAY
Natural (incommunicable) Attributes of God

Num 23; Jam 1
Num 23:19; Jam 1:17

Immutability
God is unchanging. God is so constituted that He cannot change; He is the same
yesterday, today and forever (Mal 3:6; Heb 13:8). While all creatures change, God is
perpetually the same. God has never been changed in His essence, not even in His
incarnation. God remains everlastingly, eternally, the one unchanging God.
God’s immutability is so vitally important because it is this attribute that enables us to
depend on God to be God. It is because of God’s unchanging nature that we can be
certain of all His promises. We are assured as we lie down at night and wake up in the
morning, God loves us and His mercy endures forever.
There are several logical reasons why God must be immutable:
1. If anything changes, it must do so in some chronological order; there must be a
point in time before and after the change. Therefore, for change to take place it
must happen within the constraints of time; however, God is eternal and exists
outside this limitation of time.
2. It is necessary for His perfection. If anything changes, it must change for the better
or worse, because change must make a difference. But, since God is perfect and
does not need anything, He, therefore, cannot change for better or worse
3. Change of mind requires new information that has come to light and was not
previously known, or circumstances have changed that require a different attitude
or action. But because God is omniscient, there is nothing new, no new knowledge
or circumstances that He did not already know.
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FEB 17, MONDAY

Lev 19–20; Psa 99

Moral (communicable) Attributes of God

Lev 19:2; 1 Pe 1:16

Holy
The key attribute of God’s nature is His holiness. ‘Holy’ means ‘set apart’ and God is
clearly separate from His creation based on His nature and attributes. Holiness is the
foundation of all other aspects of God’s character.
God’s holiness primarily means that He is separated from sin. God Himself is the Most
Holy One (Isa 6:3; Psa 99:3, 5, 9). To be holy means to be free from all defilement and to
be pure. The Bible teaches that God is holy, and a part of the manifestation of this
holiness is His hatred of sin and His separation from sin, from the sinner and from all
that is evil.
God’s holiness provides the pattern for His people to follow. He commands us to be holy
because He is holy (1 Pe 1:16). As new covenant believers, we are to strive for holiness
because without it we cannot see the Lord (Heb 12:14). We are also exhorted to be
separate from the dominating influence that comes from close association with
unbelievers (2 Co 6:14–18) and to grow in holiness.
However, God is also gracious and His grace includes His goodness, kindness, mercy, and
love. If it were not for God's grace, His holiness would exclude us from His presence.
Thankfully, this is not the case, for He desires to know each of us personally (Exo 34:6;
Joh 3:16; 17:3).

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 18, TUESDAY
Moral (communicable) Attributes of God

Deu 7; Rom 8; 1 Joh 4
Deu 7:7–8; Joh 3:16

Love
God is love (1 Joh 4:8) and it is part of His nature to give of Himself in order to bring
about blessing or good for others. God demonstrated His love for us by sacrificing His
Son (Joh 3:16) even while we were still sinners (Rom 5:8).
Man can have some understanding of what love is, but we are unable to comprehend
the depths of true love and this is the love that God embodies, for God is the source of
all love; and it is by Him that we can understand and experience love.

God's love is based on a desire to glorify Himself, for He alone is most worthy of love. By
seeking His own glory, God pours forth His love upon His creation especially upon His
people made in His image — those who ultimately He will take with Himself into eternal
glory! This is one of the greatest truths of Scripture.
Because He first loved us (1 Joh 4:19), we are called to imitate this attribute of God by
loving Him in return and by loving others the way God loves them (Mat 22:37—38). Our
love for God is shown by obeying His commandments and doing what pleases Him (1 Joh
5:3). Scripture declares that nothing can separate us from the love of God (Rom 8:35—
39)

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 19, WEDNESDAY
Moral (communicable) Attributes of God

Psa 45, 97, 145
Psa 97:2; 2 Ti 4:8

Righteous and Just
These are the qualities of God in which He always does what is right because He is
incapable of doing anything that is wrong. Righteousness and justice are the result of
God’s holiness and its outward expression to the world. Christ’s death to pay the penalty
for our sins shows that God is truly righteous. God’s righteousness and justice are
manifested not only in His wrath when He punishes the wicked and demands justice for
sin, but also when He keeps His words and fulfils all His promises.

Justice and righteousness, are the very foundation of God’s throne (Psa 89:14; 97:2) and
as a result, God shows no partiality or favouritism (Acts 10:34). Whatever then that
conforms to God’s moral character is right and just because God is the ultimate standard
by which justice and righteousness are measured.
We are called to imitate the righteousness of God by not seeking revenge against those
who sin against us (Rom 12:17–21). Instead, let us suffer the injustice of men that God
might bring our enemies to repentance and salvation.

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 20, THURSDAY

Psa 106, 107 & 136; Gal 6

Moral (communicable) Attributes of God

Psa 34:8; Luk 18:19

Goodness
Jesus said in Luk 18:19, “No one is good but God alone” God is not good because it is
attractive for Him to be so, nor does He follow after some sort of standard for goodness.
God is actually so good that He is the source of goodness; He alone is the rule and
measure of what we truly know to be good. To the Christian, the goodness of the Lord is
a security. The Christian knows well that he has been bathed in the death and
resurrection of Christ and now stands wholly righteous before God (the Gospel – ‘Good
News’); and this being so, he also recognizes all that God will work in his life will be for
his own good for "God causes all things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose" (Rom 8:28).
We are called to be thankful (1 Chr 16:34; Psa 136) and to imitate God’s goodness (Gal
6:10). But for the unbeliever, God's goodness will manifest itself in a wrathful justice
against those who are defiled by sin and refuse to repent.
However, a good God does not want “anyone to perish but everyone to come to
repentance” (2 Pe 3:9), inviting whoever will to “taste and see that the Lord is good” as
“blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him” (Psa 34:8).

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 21, FRIDAY
Moral (communicable) Attributes of God

Jdg 6; Joh 14
Phi 4:7; 1 Th 5:23

Peace
Our God is a God of peace whose actions are characterized by order and not disorder (1
Co 14:33). God is the source of peace, maker of peace, and the one who gives peace.
There is no true and lasting peace outside of Him.
So those who walk with the Lord can have this peace (1 Th 5:23), but those who walk in
wickedness will not have peace (Isa 48:22; 57:21). Paul also lists peace as the third
element of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22).

Christ came to show and to give us God’s amazing peace (Joh 14:27). God’s peace is a
state of tranquillity or quietness of spirit that transcends circumstances and
understanding (Phi 4:7), and can be experienced as part of the fruit of the Holy Spirit
borne out in our life.
We are also called to be peacemakers (Mat 5:9), pursuing peace with all people because
God has made peace with us (Rom 12:16, 18). We should no longer hold grudges, act
vindictively, let things simmer, or otherwise nurture bitterness (Heb 12:15) because we
serve the God of peace who has given us the “ministry of reconciliation” (2 Co 5:18).

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 22, SATURDAY
Moral (communicable) Attributes of God

Psa 51; Heb 4
Heb 4:16; Tit 3:5

Grace and Mercy
Grace is receiving what we do not deserve, blessings unearned and unmerited. Mercy on
the other hand, is not receiving what we do deserve — His wrath and condemnation.
Mercy is God not punishing us as our sins deserve, and grace is God blessing us despite
the fact that we do not deserve it. Mercy is deliverance from judgment. Grace is
extending kindness to the unworthy.
We deserve nothing from God. God does not owe us anything. Anything good that we
experience is a result of the grace of God (Eph 2:5). Grace is simply defined as unmerited
favour. God favours us in giving us good things that we do not deserve and can never
earn. Rescued from judgment by God's mercy, grace is anything and everything we
receive beyond that mercy (Rom 3:24).
Common grace refers to the sovereign grace which God bestows on all of mankind
regardless of their spiritual standing before Him, while prevenient grace is simply the
work of God in a person’s life that precedes conversion and prepares that person to
freely receive the gospel. Prevenient grace however can be resisted or rejected and this
is what makes it different from special or saving grace which cannot be resisted by the
elect.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

65

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

FEB 23, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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FEB 24, MONDAY
Names of God

Gen 17 & 35; Psa 91
Psa 91:1

El Shaddai
El Shaddai means “God Almighty”. El Shaddai is a name of God that reminds us that He is
all-powerful, He is the Mighty One, He is the 9-1-1 (Psa 91:1) to run to. And we can find
refuge and rest in His shadow.
This is comforting in a world where we face many battles day by day. Sometimes it is
hard to know whom we can trust, and we may feel unsafe or uncertain in circumstances
surrounding us. We want to know that our loved ones are protected and covered in His
care, especially when they are away from us.
This verse and God’s reminder that He is the Almighty gives us the security and
assurance that nothing else around us can offer. He is the God who sees all, knows all,
and has the power to go before us, walk with us daily, and cover us from behind.
Dwelling in God’s presence gives us shelter and rest.

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 25, TUESDAY
Names of God

Psa 19
Gen 1:1; Psa 19:1

El Elohim
Elohim is the plural form of El or Eloah, which shows the triune nature of God. Elohim
means “God” with reference to God’s incredible power and might as seen in creation.
He is the one and only God, supreme, the only true God in a world that promotes many
false gods and religions. He is the one on whom we can fully rely, He is sovereign, He is
the one we can completely trust. He is the Mighty One over all of nature, this world, and
the heavens above; our creative God who has worked wonders by His spoken word and
hands.
God reminds us that He is Elohim every single day. His amazing power is at work in every
sunrise, every sunset, in the way He holds the stars in the sky, and carries His people
through difficult times. You can be assured that when you are held by an Almighty God,
you never have to fear as God’s hands are strong and secure.

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 26, WEDNESDAY

Gen 16; Psa 139; Pro 15

Names of God

Gen16:13; 2 Ch 16:9

El Roi: The God Who Sees
This name of God occurs only once in the Bible. When Hagar fled into the desert from
the harsh treatment by her mistress, God appeared to her by a spring of water and told
her to return. He promised to bless her. Hagar called the name of the Lord who spoke to
her, “El Roi”, that is, “You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees” (Gen 16:13). The all-seeing God had
noticed her distress and came to her to comfort and guide her life.
Yet, the essential attribute of God as all seeing is found throughout Scripture. The idea
that God sees everything we do can be disturbing. But He is not watching to catch us in
some sin but watching over us to care for us like a mother watches over her child. He is
not a distant aloof God, but one who sees the needs of His people, hears our prayers
and comes to our aid in times of trouble. He numbers the very hairs of our head. He
knows everything about us. We are never out of His all-seeing protection.

P.R.A.Y
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FEB 26, WEDNESDAY (Ash Wednesday)
Lent Meditation

To Pray is to Say, “Our Father”
“Have we not all one father? Hath not one God created us?” (Malachi 2:10)
When we pray, we say “our Father” because if we pray “my Father”, we develop a
possessive attitude towards God. He is mine, my Father. “My Father” implies not your
Father. This indicates a special right over God. When in fact “our Father” means we
belong to Him. We do not own Him. He owns us.
As a worshipping community we share a corporate need. So we do not pray ‘my Father’
but ‘our Father’.
The Fatherhood of God embraces the whole world, His creation. Fatherhood implies a
family; and a family implies obligation. Hence, the Christian hatred of all barriers of race,
segregation, of anything which degrades personality. So, we put the safety and wellbeing of another person above our own.
The South Africans use a word ‘Ubuntu’ which means ‘I am who I am because of you’.
We need one another in order to be ourselves.
Over to You
Think about walls which separate us. What is needed to break down these walls?

Think about people you cannot get along with. What are some ways you can consider to
include these people in your circle of love?
For Further Reading
Isaiah 58:1-12; 64:8; Acts 10:34-43; 1 John 4:20; Philippians 2:1-11
Prayer
Our Father in Heaven, Holy is Your Name, Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on
Earth as in Heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen
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FEB 27, THURSDAY
Names of God

Lev 20—21; 1 Th 5
Lev 20:8; 1 Th 5:23

Jehovah M'kaddesh: The LORD who Sanctifies
Hebrew “Kadash” means “to consecrate, be holy, be sanctified” — to set apart or
separate. So sanctification/holiness has 2 parts—to set apart from sin, and be set apart
to God. We often focus on the first part (separation from sin) and ignore the latter part
(separation to God).
Separate from Sin:
As God’s holy people, we are delivered from the power of sin over our lives when we get
born again but there is still the flesh to contend with and fleshly desires to overcome
(Gal 5:19-21). Separating ourselves from sin is not to take away our pleasure, but instead
to protect us, keeping us safe from the corrupting power of the world (1 Pet 1:13—18).
Separate to God:
A people separated to God will have full access to His presence. God calls His people to
belong to Him and to serve Him in the world. He sets believers apart, bestowing upon
them forgiveness, freedom, grace, and favour. Being separate to God is much more
important than to be separate from other things. Separated unto Him, we become more
and more conformed to His image, to be the persons God intends us to be when He
created us in His image (Gen. 1:26, 27).
Q: You have been set apart from sin but have you been set apart to God ?
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FEB 27, THURSDAY
Lent Meditation

Devotional Reading – A Great Discovery
“As [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from birth.” (John 9:1)
This verse is only the beginning of an incredible story that spans the rest of chapter 9.
Among other things, the story begs the question, who is really in need of healing here?
It is a good story for learning the art of lectio divina.
An ancient Christian tradition with the Latin name Lectio Divina is a tool for developing a
closer walk with the Lord. Lectio means reading. Divina means divine. In other words, it
means sacred, holy, or spiritual reading. Lectio divina is the slow, contemplative reading
and praying of the Scriptures that enables us to experience a life-changing union with
God.
Devotional reading is not an exercise in mentally critiquing or exegeting the text. This
type of reading is aimed more at growing a relationship with God than gathering
information about God. Lectio divina involves a progression through the four
movements of reading, meditation, prayer, and contemplation. What is needed is to
read Scripture in such a way that the story becomes part of you: you put yourself into
the story through the eyes of different characters; you see the crowds, you feel the
tension and ultimately, you hear a word from God spoken to you personally.
Devotional reading, in a sense, is like a hen sitting on eggs to keep them warm until they
are hatched. Whether we like it or not, it takes time to be holy. Learn to let God speak to
you through His Word before you speak to Him through yours.
Over to You
Read Mark 10:46-52.
Before reading the passage, open yourself to the presence of God. Say something like
“Here I am, Lord” or “Open my eyes to see wonderful things in your Word.” Read slowly.
In your first reading, spend some time thinking about what the scene looked like, how it
smelled, what time of day it might have been.
The second time you read, put yourself into it as one of the characters. Imagine how you
would react if you were Bartimaeus, or one of Jesus’ disciples.
The third time you read, listen for a word or phrase that seems to leap out at you. When
you sense a word lighting up for you, attend to this word. Do not read any further. Listen
to your feelings and God’s nudging around this word. Let this word summon you into
prayer. Reflect on this word throughout the day.
Prayer
Father, help me this day forward to come to my Bible prayerfully, quietly and
expectantly. May my ears be inclined towards You to catch every whisper that comes
from Your sacred Word. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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FEB 28, FRIDAY
Names of God

Jer 33; Isa 45; 1 Co 1
Jer 33:16; 1 Co 1:30

Jehovah Tsidkenu: The Lord Our Righteousness
God alone provides righteousness (Hebrew word tsidkenu) to man, ultimately seen in
His Son, Jesus Christ, who became sin for us “that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him” (2 Co 5:21).
Since righteousness is intrinsic to God’s nature, He must be right in all His dealings with
us as evident in His laws (Psa 119:7), deeds (Psa 146:17), and judgment (Psa 96:13).
Righteousness is essential for our relationship with God. The best of man’s
righteousness is nothing but “filthy rags” before God (Isa 64:6) and none of us will ever
come close to being considered righteous (Rom 3:10).
‘Jehovah Tsidkenu’ is not the equivalent of saying ‘we are righteous’ or ‘God is
righteous’ even though He is. It says ‘the Lord our righteousness’. It is not about what
we have done but what He has done (1 Pe 3:18; 2 Co 5:21) and all we have to do is to
receive by faith God’s offer of His righteousness (Rom 1:16–17).
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FEB 28, FRIDAY
Lent Meditation

Meaningful Fellowship begins with Solitude
The next morning, Jesus awoke long before daybreak and went out alone into the
wilderness to pray. Later, Simon and the others went out to find him. They said,
“Everyone is asking for you.” (Mark 1:35-37)
Fellowship refers to a coming together of believers engaging in common activities of
worship, study, prayer and celebration, amongst others Where God’s presence is, there
ought to be a sharing of love, support, growth and healing in the lives of these people.
Sadly, some come away from such gathering empty, discouraged and aimless. As a
result, they would rather avoid such fellowship.
Ironically, one way to maintain meaningful fellowship is to practise solitude. Richard
Foster wrote, “Like Jesus, we must go away from people so that we can be truly present
when we are with people.” He continued, “The fruit of solitude is increased sensitivity
and compassion for others…There is a new attentiveness to their needs and a new
responsiveness to their hurts.”
Thus, in order to work towards genuine fellowship where needs are shared and met,
one needs, first of all, to have enjoyed fellowship with our Father in Heaven. In His
presence, we are loved, and so we learn to love others.

Over to You
Nowadays, everybody is busy, either by choice or obligation. We often slot in dutifully
meetings we need to attend and engage in fellowship which drains rather than
energizes us. In this season of self-examination, could we choose to be in solitude to
prepare us for more fruitful fellowship?
Prayer
Help us, Lord, to know when to speak up and reach out to share, and
when to be still and stay quietly in Your presence. Amen.
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FEB 29, SATURDAY
Names of God

Psa 23; Eze 34; Joh 10
Psa 23:1; Joh 10:11, 14

Jehovah-Rohi: The Lord Our Shepherd
Rohi means ‘shepherd’ in Hebrew. A shepherd is one who feeds or leads his flock to
pasture (Eze 34:11—15). David the shepherd king declared, “Yahweh-Rohi is my
Shepherd. I shall not want” (Psa 23:1). The LORD is my shepherd, not just a shepherd,
but my own personal shepherd. “I shall not want” — “no good thing will He withhold
from those that walk uprightly” (Psa 84:11b). “No good thing!” It is a mercy that the
word “good” is there. If it had said, “He will withhold nothing” we might ask for many
things that would be bad for us. But it says “No good thing!” —only what is “good” for
His sheep will He allow.
Fulfilment is with Jesus as the good shepherd showing His love, mercy and care as He
gave His life in our place. This is a name of God that is associated with treating His
people as a shepherd treats his sheep. God has always wanted to pastor His people
(Psa 28:9). The analogy of God as a shepherd makes us see the great care God has for
His people and His gentle nature in guiding them.
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FEB 29, SATURDAY
Lent Meditation

Stewardship Begins in Relationship with God
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their splendour. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and
worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written:
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only. (Matthew 4:8-10)
The word “stewardship” generally evokes images of managing resources, especially
funds, which the Lord has entrusted to us. However, if stewardship is not rooted in our
relationship with God, these resources will be seen as something simply to be exploited
for self rather than to be cared for and used according to God’s Purposes.
This was at the heart of the third temptation the Devil threw at Jesus: to be handed vast
resources to be used but used apart from God’s Direction and Will. The kingdoms of the
world and their splendour i.e. their resources, wealth, fertile lands, great population,
would be at Jesus’ disposal. How much good Jesus could have done, and He could have
begun the work immediately! The catch to all of that was that Jesus would have to bow
down and worship the devil. Doing that would have separated Jesus from the Father and
bring to nothing God’s purposes to save the world.
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only,” puts things in proper perspective. We
need God at the centre of our lives so that everything else falls into place around Him
and Him alone. This ensures that right relationship with God becomes the basis of our
stewardship. Only then can all that God has entrusted to us be cared for and used in
ways that bring glory to God and draw others to Him.
Over to You
Make some time during the day to spend in worship. Review areas of your life where
God has not been at the centre. Take time to invite Him into these areas.
Prayer
God our Father, Your ways are not mine but they are perfect. It is only when You are at
the centre of my life that everything else comes together. Please give me grace to open
my heart to You today and let You be at the centre of my life. Amen.
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MAR 1, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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MAR 2, MONDAY
Names of God

Jdg 6-7; Isa 26; Phi 4
Phi 4:6-7

Jehovah Shalom - “The Lord Our Peace”
Jehovah Shalom — “The Lord Our Peace.” God is the only One who is able to give us the
peace that passes all understanding.
Gideon knew this well from a time when he and his men were surrounded by fierce
enemies. It was not a “peaceful” time and yet, God was strong on their behalf; He was
faithful and brought deliverance. That is why Gideon in faith built an altar and called it,
“The Lord is Peace” (Jdg 6:24).
In Christ we can know God’s peace (Rom 5:1). The peace of God (Phi 4:6–7) often does
not make sense to a world that tells us to hurry, and worry, and is often full of struggles
and troubles. In it all, God reminds us that He is our true peace. We need not fear, no
matter what we are facing (Isa 26:3) because God is Peace (Phi 4:19; 1 Th 5:23 and Heb
13:20).
Thought: If you are anxious or fearful, pray for God’s peace to come and rest upon you.
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MAR 2, MONDAY
Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “Father in heaven, holy is your name”
“But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel acknowledge us;
You, O Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is Your Name.” (Isaiah 63:16)
The phrase reminds us that when we gather to worship God we come as sinners in the
presence of the all-holy seeking His forgiveness; weak as we are in the presence of the
all-powerful for His strength; ignorant in the presence of the all-knowing for His wisdom.
We come in awe before the God of majesty.
Jesus hallowed the Name of the Father by declaring (John 17:26) and manifesting it
(John 17:6). He spent His life showing people what God is like. When people saw Jesus,
they saw the Father. A Christ-like character is the best way of hallowing the Name of
God.
On the other hand, to ‘take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain’ is to fail in the ethical
duty of fulfilling an obligation solemnly made to our neighbours. The Name of God is
desecrated when the poor are crushed, when unjust scales are used in commerce, when
sexual immorality occurs.
Over to You
Think of ways to honour God’s Name. Make a list, and during these forty days
consciously practise them. Meditate on Psalm 103 and think of all the ways God has
shown God’s parental love for you.
Prayer
Everything you do, O God, is holy.
No god is as great as You.
You are the God who works miracles;
You showed Your might among the nations.
(Psalm 77:13-14)
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MAR 3, TUESDAY

Gen 22:1–18; Exo 16; Mat 14:13–21

Names of God

Rom 8:32

Jehovah Jireh - "The Lord Will Provide"
Jehovah Jireh — “The Lord Will Provide” – memorialized by Abraham when God
provided the ram to be sacrificed in Isaac’s place (Gen 22:14). Abraham’s Mt. Moriah
experience is an illustration of faith and obedience and a representation of God’s grace,
provision and wisdom.
Jehovah-Jireh is not “The LORD Did Provide,” but “The LORD Will Provide” —
anticipating future provision.
“On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided” (v14) This foreshadows Calvary,
where God “did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all” (Rom 8:32).
Abraham’s faith statement — “God himself will provide the lamb” parallels John’s
exclamation, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29). A
faithful Almighty God has provided, and will provide for our needs. Oftentimes His
timing is different from ours; other times we mix up our “needs” and “wants”. We
should trust Him, that His timing is perfect, and all things are possible for Him even
when we cannot see the provision.
Quote: God did not want Isaac's life, He wanted Abraham's heart.
Q: What is my "Isaac" that I need to lay on the altar?
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MAR 3, TUESDAY
Lent Meditation

Read Less, Meditate More
“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night,
so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful.” (Joshua 1:8)
Meditation is not simply a discipline of Eastern religions and New Age gurus. Meditation
rests at the core of Judeo-Christian spirituality. The Hebrew tradition that centred on
the Law encouraged meditation. In Deuteronomy, the “book of the Law,” Moses
instructed the people to “keep these words that I am commanding you today in your
heart” (Deut. 6:6). The Book of Psalms opens, “Happy are those...[whose] delight is in
the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night” (Ps.1:1-2).
Jesus, doubtlessly, spent many hours meditating on the Hebrew Scriptures, just as the
rabbis did. His use of Scripture in engaging His critics would seem to make this clear. And
Paul urged his converts to meditate: “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is
honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things” (Phil. 4:8). He uses the word think in the sense of reflection or
pondering.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian who opposed Nazi ideology required the
seminarians at Finkenwalde to meditate thirty minutes every morning for a week on the
same passage of scripture. In Life Together he explained what should take place:
In our meditation we ponder the chosen text on the strength of the promise that it has
something utterly personal to say to us for this day and for our Christian life, that it is not
only God’s Word for the church, but also God’s Word for us individually. We expose
ourselves to the specific word until it addresses us personally. And when we do this, we
are doing no more than the simplest, untutored Christian does every day; we read God’s
Word as God’s Word for us.
Over to You
Read Romans 8:31-39.
Return to a verse that best captures for you the meaning of the passage.
Reflect on what it means to live such faith in God’s love and care.
Respond in prayer. Rest in God’s presence as you offer each circumstance to God.
Prayer
Father, help me come to Your Word relaxed and willing to let it speak to me. May my
prayer always be “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” Help me to get from it what
You have put into it. Amen.
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MAR 4, WEDNESDAY

Exo 15:22–27; 2 Ki 5; Joh 11:1–45

Names of God

Jam 5:14–16

Jehovah Rapha - "The Lord Who Heals"
Jehovah Rapha — "The Lord who heals" can bring comfort and hope to many who are
sick, broken or in pain. Jehovah-Rapha has the power to heal physically (2 Kings 5:10),
emotionally (Psa 34:18), mentally (Dan 4:34), and spiritually (Psa 103:2–3).
God knows we still need His healing today and He promises to heal the broken places in
our lives if we will let Him (1 Pe 2:24).
Sometimes the healing we seek does not come in the time frame or way that we want
or choose, and that can be hard to understand.
As believers we still have this hope and assurance: we will live forever, free of any
sickness or burden, in heaven. Jesus promises to make all things new, and also to wipe
away every tear.
Quote: “I believe God can still heal today but I do not believe God must heal.”
Thought: What would you do if you find yourself drinking the “bitter water of Marah”
(Exo 15:23)?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAR 4, WEDNESDAY
Lent Meditation

Interdependence Characterizes Christian Fellowship
A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a means of helping the entire church. To one
person, the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice, to another, he gives the gift of
special knowledge … The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up only
one body. (1 Corinthians 12:7-12)
The Bible likens the church to a body with many parts and each part has a different
function (or gifting). The different gifts are meant to be used together in order that the
body may function as it was created to be. Dallas Willard reminds us that “Christian
redemption is not devised to be a solitary thing, though each individual has a unique and
direct relationship with God... the (Christian) life is one that requires some regular and
profound conjunction with others who share it.”
Some of us enjoy the company of people while others may not. Whatever our
preferences, we need to know that God’s plan for His children is to live lives that are
interdependent upon one another as we are called “not to neglect our meeting together,
as some people do, but to encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day
of his coming back again is drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25 NLT)
Over to You
Have we neglected to meet together for CG, prayer meeting or other church activities
lately? Though we may not be able to participate in every activity, we need to realize
that fellowship is not merely for personal gratification, but also to encourage others as
well. Do we need to purposefully make time for fellowship this week?
Prayer
Lord, help me to break away from my self-centred busyness to make time for others.
Open my eyes to see their need for a listening ear or some words of encouragement and
move me to respond. Amen.
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MAR 5, THURSDAY

Exo 17:1–16; 1 Sa 17:1–54

Names of God

1 Sa 17:47

Jehovah-Nissi — “The Lord is our Banner”
Jehovah-Nissi appears only once in the Bible — Exo 17:15.
As the Israelites were wandering in the desert after leaving Egypt they were attacked by
the Amalekites. As the battle commenced, Moses stood on top of a hill holding in his
hand the “staff of God”.
The battle was an unusual one: “As long as Moses held up his staff, the Israelites were
winning, but whenever he lowered his staff, the Amalekites were winning.” As Moses’
arms grew weary, he had to be supported by Aaron and Hur. After Israel defeated the
Amalekites, Moses built an altar naming it Jehovah-Nissi: “The Lord is my Banner.”
The battle was not won by military might or superior battle plans but by the power of
God. Truly “the battle is the Lord’s.”
Thought: Where is God in your present day “battles”?
Q: Do you have your Aarons and Hurs?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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Lent Meditation

Stewardship is Shaped by Knowing God’s Purpose for Us
God created us to praise, reverence and serve God and in this way to save our souls.1 (St
Ignatius of Loyola)
This quote is called the First Principle and Foundation in the Spiritual Exercises of St
Ignatius. These exercises were formed to help persons seek and find the Will of God for
their lives. The Principle and Foundation describes God’s Purpose for our lives. God’s
Glory and the working out of our salvation that glorifies God is the goal for which God
created us.
There are three aspects to salvation: the finished aspect, which Jesus accomplished on
the cross with His death, the ongoing aspect which is the expression and working out of
God’s saving grace in our lives, and the final aspect of completion in that Day when
Christ shall return in triumph. This ongoing aspect of salvation in our lives is called
“sanctification” or being made holy. It is God’s Grace working in our lives, shaping us to
become more and more like Jesus.
When we understand this, we shall then be able to order our lives to bring glory to God.
When we understand this, we shall be able to make the choices that will draw us closer
to God and shape us to be more like Christ. Good stewardship, the care and use of
everything we have been given, according to God’s purposes, is included in this process.
Good stewardship is shaped by knowing God’s Purpose for our lives.
Over to You
Review the week that has passed. In what ways have you praised, reverenced and
served God? In what ways have your choices in the past week drawn you nearer to God
or pushed you away from God? How will you live out the purpose for which God created
you this week?
Prayer
Father, You have created us and saved us for Your Glory. Please guide me as I make
choices each day so that I am drawn closer to You and shaped to become more like
Jesus. I ask for the grace to be able to praise, reverence and serve You with my life.
Amen.
1Quoted

in Retreat in the Real World: Finding Intimacy with God Wherever You Are
(Chicago: Loyola Press, 2009) p.17.
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MAR 6, FRIDAY

Exo 25:1–8; 2 Ch 7:1–3; Joh 14:15–21

Names of God

1 Co:3:16

Jehovah-Shammah — “The Lord Is There”
God’s original intention was to ‘dwell with His people’ (Exo 25:8) and He did, when
Moses made the Tabernacle and when Solomon consecrated the 1st Temple – 2 Ch 7:1.
However, because of Israel’s persistent idolatry and disobedience, God finally withdrew
His presence both from the temple and Jerusalem – Eze 9 & 10.
Without God’s protective hand over them the Israelites faced defeat and captivity by
other nations.
God, however, did not completely abandon them. Ezekiel prophesied that one day God
will restore and return to Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called Jehovah-Shammah
(Eze 48:35).
God finally sent His son Jesus who was dedicated in the Temple – Luk 2:22–24. Before
ascending to heaven, Jesus promised to be with His people always (Mat 28:20). He sent
the Holy Spirit who now dwells within us (1 Co 3:16; 2 Tim 1:14).
Thought: Why is it comforting to know that God is ‘Jehovah Shammah’ and that His Holy
Spirit dwells within us TODAY?

P.R.A.Y
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Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “Your Kingdom Come, Your Will be done on Earth as in Heaven.”
“For God must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet.” (I Corinthians 15:25)
To pray this prayer is to ask for the suppression of forces that oppose the fulfilment of
God’s will and purpose. It is to ask for something wider than the extension of the
Church. It is a mistake to think of Church and Kingdom as synonymous. For the Church is
the agent of the Kingdom.
The Kingdom may ‘come’, sometimes through those who are its unconscious agents.
The politician who works for peace is advancing the Kingdom. Wherever the forces of
darkness, disease and hate are driven back, there the Kingdom comes.
We are deeply involved in the world for which Christ died. We roll up our sleeves and go
to it!
It is not so much the death of Jesus but His willingness to let God’s will be done which
pleased the Father. His Will and the Father’s were one.
“Let it be according to Your Will” is to acknowledge that God’s Will supersedes ours.
Such affirmation is costly. It was for Mary and Jesus.

So, everyday, the Church prays ‘Your kingdom come’. ‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus.’ ‘For
Yours is the kingdom…’
Over to You
I am valuable to God. Knowing me as God does, God would not plan anything that I
cannot accomplish. How can I patiently follow God’s direction?
For Further Reading
Jeremiah 18:1-12; Matthew 26:36-46; Acts 17:23-31
Prayer:
May the peoples praise You, O God;
May all the peoples praise You!
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
because You judge the peoples with justice
and guide every nation on earth.
(Psalm 67:3-4)

89

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAR 7, SATURDAY

Psa 59; Jos 5; Rom 9:25–29; Jam 5:1–9

Names of God

Jos 5:14

Jehovah-Sabaoth - “The Lord of Hosts”
Jehovah Sabaoth — "The Lord of Hosts" (1 Sam 1:3) is a title describing God’s military
might and His strength to fight and win battles. He is Commander of angelic soldiers as
well as Israel’s army.
As Lord of Hosts of the earth over Jews, Gentiles, rich, poor, master or slave the name is
expressive of the majesty, power, and authority of God. It shows that He is able to
accomplish what He determines to do.
Heavenly bodies were called ‘hosts of heaven.’ As Lord of Hosts He is their Maker and
Ruler; and consequently He, not the sun, moon, planets or stars, is to be the proper
object of religious worship.
Romans 9:25–29 and James 5:1–9 anticipate the day when Jesus will return to Earth in
wrath and judgment, to defeat and destroy the wicked and unbelievers. Please DO NOT
be confused with the “Lord of the Sabbath” — Mat 12:8, Mar 2:28, Luk 6:5; 13:15. This
has NOTHING TO DO with this title.

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 7, SATURDAY
Lent Meditation

Settling Down in God
“Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love.” (Psalm 48:9)
Slowing down and giving one’s undivided attention to God lies at the core of Christian
meditation. The discipline of meditation teaches us to read God’s Word slowly, phrase
by phrase, letting it sink deeply into our minds and hearts. About the importance of
meditation, Puritan preacher Thomas Watson says, “The reason we come away so cold
from reading the Word is because we do not warm ourselves at the fire of meditation”.
There are many kinds of Christian meditation, but above all it is listening to God through
the Scriptures, ruminating on the Word, a deep conversation of hearing and responding.
Meditation is a long, ardent gaze at God, His work and His Word. It involves taking a
text, putting it like a sweet on your tongue and holding it there until you have sucked
every precious drop of spiritual liquid from it.
Meditation is not about emptying the mind so there is nothing there. Christians do not
meditate the same way that practitioners of Eastern religions do. In Christianity, we
empty our minds of hurried to-do lists, worry about today’s appointments, and
obsession with what others think of us to focus on the words and images of Scripture.
Christian meditation opens us to the mind of God and to His world and presence in the
world. As we enter times of meditation, it is important to let go of our preoccupations so
we can focus our minds and become present to God.

Meditation requires concentration. Teresa of Avila, the sixteenth century Carmelite
reformer and mystic, warned that meditation may tire the mind. It is like lifting water
out of a cistern with a bucket. Sometimes we may find the cistern dry, and always we
will have distractions. We may experience our minds flitting around “like a hummingbird
on holiday.” The advice of Teresa, who struggled for twenty years to learn how to pray,
was that you not give up. Just wait for the Spirit to lift you. If distractions come, be
aware of them and then let them go in order to resume your listening.
Over to You
Read Psalm 27 through once, then again – one line at a time slowly.
Reflect on meanings for you in each phrase.
Respond to the question, “Of whom shall I be afraid?” Tell the Lord the fears that
control you. Personalize each verse as a way to talk with God; then listen. Rest in God’s
light with an affirmation such as verse 14. Record your experience.
Prayer
O Father, give me the insights I require to be able to hush all the clamorous voices in my
soul that compete with Your Voice. I see the need; now help me acquire the art. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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MAR 9, MONDAY

Mat 1–2

Jesus Christ

Joh 1:14

The Humanity of Jesus Christ
Jesus had a human parent, ‘…Mary was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.’
(Mat. 1:18). ‘The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us….’ (Joh 1:14). ‘From this
man’s (David) descendants God has brought to Israel the Saviour Jesus as he promised
(Act 13:23) ‘regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David’
(Rom1:3).
Jesus, being born of a woman, submitted to the nature of human life. He had a human
body although we must not forget the supernatural events surrounding the birth of
Christ (Luk 1:35). Jesus was the seed of the woman not of the man and by God’s creative
act brought into the world a Saviour for mankind.
Jesus was fully human -—appearance of a man, growing in wisdom and stature (Luk
2:52) like any human being and he was subject to the laws of human development and
needs (e.g. hunger and thirst).

P.R.A.Y
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Lent Meditation

Confession Heals and Strengthens Fellowship
Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you can live together whole and healed. (James 5:16, The Message)
Dallas Willard observes that “confession alone makes deep fellowship possible, and the
lack of it explains much of the superficial quality so commonly found in our church
associations.”
Sins hinder not only our personal communion with God, but also suffocate the growth of
genuine fellowship. In order to promote the kind of fellowship that is pleasing to God,
we need to learn to be honest and transparent with our sins and temptations.
Confessions of our struggles to mature Christians often help us to overcome them.
Healing follows when we repent.
Yet in reality, such confessions are hard to come by. Often we do not feel secure enough
to unveil our struggles to people whom we are unsure of their trustworthiness. Another
obstacle is our pride. We would rather keep up appearances of being fine than to be
vulnerable. Working out these personal obstacles would pave the way for a stronger and
healthier fellowship.
Over to You
Someone commented that our Christian fellowship should be safe places in which
character-building confessions can take place. Is this true of the fellowship we belong
to? Do we need to learn to confess to one another in order to heal and strengthen our
fellowship?
Prayer
Father God, please make this a reality in our fellowship in church so that Your healing
and restoration can flow into our lives. Amen.
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MAR 10, TUESDAY
Jesus Christ

Joh 1–2
Joh 1:1

The Deity of Jesus Christ
Jesus is called God: ‘The Word was God’ (Joh 1:1).
Thomas said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God’ (Joh 20:28).
Paul wrote ‘… the glorious appearance of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ
(Tit 2:13).
Jesus Himself claims that He and the Father are one (Joh 10:30) and that He is the Son of
God. He claims that to know Him is to know God, to see Him is to see God, to receive
Him is to receive God, to believe Him is to believe in God and to honour Him is to honour
God. To hate Him is to hate God.
Jesus was called the Son of God (Mat.8:29; 14:33) by others — a title which He
accepted.
Even the charges made against Him claimed: ‘He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now
if he wants him, for he said’ I am the Son of God’ (Mat 27:43.)

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 10, TUESDAY
Lent Meditation

Good Stewardship Brings Glory to God
God created us to praise, reverence and serve God and in this way to save our souls. God
created all of the rest of creation to help us achieve the purpose for which God created
us.2 (St Ignatius of Loyola)
Not only does God have a purpose for our lives, God has also given us all that we need to
fulfil that purpose. St Ignatius goes on to say in the First Principle and Foundation that
everything else that is created is to help us fulfil the purpose of bringing glory to God in
service and in working out our salvation.
This is the heart of stewardship: caring for and using all that God has entrusted to us to
fulfil God’s purpose for our lives. Everything with which we have been entrusted –
finances, health, reputation, friendship, time, talents and abilities, even the gospel – are
to be marshalled to this end.
But the attitude of our society and culture towards creation – that it is only for
exploitation and self-benefit – is pervasive. When anything is no longer of use or
interest, it is discarded without a thought. The focus is on “me and my benefit”. So we
end up with landfills that quickly fill up, the poor getting poorer and the rich getting
richer.

The stewardship to which we are called is faithful administration of all that God has
graciously given into our hands, not simply for our own individual benefit but for the
good of humanity in ways that reflect God’s own love and care for His creation.
Over to You
Consider all that God has entrusted to you: finances, health, talents and abilities, the
Gospel and much more. How can you use these in ways that will praise, reverence and
serve God?
Prayer
Almighty God, You have entrusted me with many things. Please teach me to care for
them and use them in ways that will reveal Your Love and bring You glory. Amen.
2

Quoted in Retreat in the Real World: Finding Intimacy with God Wherever You Are
(Chicago: Loyola Press, 2009) p.17.

97

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAR 11, WEDNESDAY

Col 1:15–20; Joh 10:25–38

Jesus Christ

Joh 3:16

The Deity of Jesus Christ
Jesus possesses the characteristics of Deity:
•
self-existence (Joh 1:1; 8:58)
•
life giving power (Joh 5:21, 26)
•
immutability - ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever’
(Heb13:8)
•
fullness of Godhead (Col.2:9)
•
creator (Joh1:3; Col 1:16)
•
power to uphold all things (Heb.1:3; Col 1:17)
•
the right to forgive sins (Mar 2:5)
•
power to raise the dead (Joh 11:25, Luk 7:11–15)
•
judge of all men (Joh 5:22)
•
omnipotence (Mat 28:18)
•
omniscience (Joh 16:30)
•
omnipresence (Mat 18:20)
Jesus was aware of Who He was and His work (Joh 3:16). He was conscious of His unique
relationship with His Heavenly Father (Luk 2:41–45) as revealed during His baptism (Mat
3:17) and temptations (Mat 4:1–12).

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 11, WEDNESDAY
Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “Give Us Today our Daily Food”
“And when you pray do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be
heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you
need before you ask Him.” (Matthew 6:7-8)
This prayer of dependence acknowledges God as our Provider and Sustainer. We depend
on Him for each breath, each day’s food. ‘Give us…’ Who is “us”? We are in a world
where half is undernourished, and a large part of that faces starvation. In this prayer, we
align ourselves with our fellow-creatures in such a plight, and with God’s concern for
them.
We do not seek provision for the distant future. As we trust God to lead us day by day,
we find God adequate. The One who knows even when a sparrow falls will guide us
through the days ahead. Why are we so prone to disregard that tremendous source of
strength and guidance and rely on our weak, ineffective efforts?
We should learn to travel light through our lives and not be encumbered unnecessarily
by a baggage of worries. Take only what we can carry, for there may not be a porter
available.
Over to You
Make three piles of your possessions.
Put the things you would like to take in one, the things you think you will need in
another, and those things that are absolutely essential in another.
Store away the first two piles. Take only the essentials.
For Further Reading
Matthew 14:13-21, 25:31-46
Prayer:
Remind me each morning of Your constant love,
for I put my trust in You.
My prayers go up to You;
Show me the way I should go. (Psalm 143:8)
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MAR 12, THURSDAY
Jesus Christ

Phi 2
Phi 2:6–8

The Union of Deity and Humanity in Christ
“Who, being in the nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness” (Phi 2:6–7).
Hypostatic union is a term used to describe how God the Son, Jesus Christ, took on a
human nature, yet remained fully God at the same time. Jesus always had been God (Joh
8:58, 10:30), but at the incarnation Jesus became a human being (Joh 1:14). The
addition of the human nature to the divine nature is Jesus the God-Man.
Jesus' two natures (human and divine) are inseparable, with two distinct natures in one
Person. Jesus' humanity and divinity are not mixed, but are united without loss of a
separate identity.
Jesus sometimes operated with the limitations of humanity (Joh 4:6, 19:28) and at other
times in the power of His deity (Joh 11:43; Mat 14:18-21).

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 12, THURSDAY
Lent Meditation

Different Perspectives
“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
(Romans 15:7)
Christian spirituality is often described as a journey rather than a destination. The
spiritual life is characterized by movement and discovery, challenge and change,
adversity and joy, uncertainty and fulfillment. It is also marked in a special way by
companionship, first with the One we seek to follow and second with those who also
seek to follow Jesus Christ.
When I travel in countries that are predominantly Roman Catholic, I am fascinated by
the images of Christ I see in the churches. Often there is a large cross with a depiction of
Jesus in death, blood running down His face and body. As a Protestant, this is not
something I see very often. It is an image of the Christian faith that many of us skip over
or think about for only an hour on Good Friday.
Another way to approach Christian meditation is to go into other churches in your area
or when you are travelling and look at the way they portray aspects of God in their
architecture, stained-glass windows, crosses, banners, baptismal fonts, altars or tables.
Think about (meditate on) what each of these things (or lack of them) says about God
and His loving work of salvation in the world. Consider taking a picture of something that
really speaks to you so you can use it in your devotional time at home.
In a very deep sense, life is pilgrimage. Your journey and mine cannot be the same. But
in the company of others we make our journey and learn to tell the truth about
ourselves. Interacting with others we learn the vulnerability of giving and receiving love.
Over to you
Read Luke 22:21-34.
This passage offers evidence both of joy and conflict in the community of disciples that
Jesus called together. How have you experienced both joy and struggle as part of the
community of faith? Have you experienced disillusionment? If so, listen to what God
may be saying to you through it. Write your thoughts.
Prayer
Once again, Dear Lord, I want to express my gratitude for the fact that I belong to a
Church that has not only a history but also a future. Church buildings can easily be
knocked down, but not your Church. It will stand throughout all eternity. All honour and
glory be to your Name. Amen.
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MAR 13, FRIDAY
Jesus Christ

Heb 4
Heb 4:14

The Impeccability of Christ
Impeccability is the absence of sin. Jesus was sinless (2 Co 5:21; 1 Pe 2:22).
Q: ‘If Jesus was not capable of sinning, how could He 'sympathize with our weaknesses'
(Heb 4:15)? If He could not sin, what was the point of the temptations?“
Although Jesus is fully human, He was not born with the same sinful nature that we are
born with. He certainly was tempted in the same ways we are, in that temptations were
put before Him by Satan. Yet He remained sinless because God is incapable of sinning
and it is against His very nature.
One does not have to experience something in order to understand it. God knows
everything about everything. While God has never had the desire to sin, and has never
sinned, God knows and understands what sin is and what it is like to be tempted. Jesus’
temptations were to prove that He could not sin, but the temptations were real,
nonetheless. He is able to sympathize with us; being a perfect human person, Christ
understands human nature. He can empathize with our temptations because He knows,
not because He has “experienced” all the same things we have.

P.R.A.Y
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Lent Meditation

Spiritual Growth Enhances Fellowship
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17)
Fellowship is dynamic at its best, and is always growing – not so much in size but in
spiritual stature. For a young Christian to mature, he needs to be “rooted and built up”
in Christ. The apostle Paul tells us that we are to be transformed through the renewal of
the mind (Romans 12:2). To be transformed, we need to study and apply the Word of
God in our lives. In a community of believers where knowledge of God remains
superficial, faith becomes dry and meaningless. Without spiritual growth, fellowship
becomes stunted and stagnant.
At any one time, we will find brethren at different stages of Christian maturity, and as a
body of Christ, we need to look out for one another’s spiritual well-being in the Lord. We
are often unconsciously influenced by worldly values in that we only look after our own
spiritual needs and those of our loved ones. We fail to see that we are our “brother’s
keeper”, not just for physical needs but spiritual needs as well. Just as we desire to grow
in the Lord, we also need to help the others in God’s family to be built up in God’s Word
as well. If we neglect to do so, our fellowship will remain weak and ignorant about loving
and serving God, and worse, it may give rise to a group of knowledgeable but selfrighteous believers.
Over to You
In this season of self-examination and reflection, have we unconsciously succumbed to
the temptation of watching out merely for ourselves, even in the area of spiritual
growth? Have we neglected, or overlooked, the need to encourage people to participate
in study groups in order that we may be built up in Christ together as God intended?
Prayer
Forgive us, Lord, when we are only concerned about our own spiritual growth and wellbeing. Help us to encourage one another to grow deeper in the Lord and stronger in
love for one another in our fellowship. Amen.
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MAR 14, SATURDAY
Jesus Christ

Joh 17
1 Ti 2:5

The Present Ministry of Christ
Jesus is our great high priest representing those who believe in Him as the Mediator
between man and God (1 Ti 2:5; Heb 9:24). Our risen Lord, seated at the right hand of
the Father, (Heb 8:1) is
• praying / interceding for us (Rom 8:34)
• guaranteeing the security of our salvation (Heb 7:25)
• acting as our advocate (1 Joh 2:1)
• protecting us from the evil one (Joh 17:15)
• preparing our eternal habitation (Joh 14:3)
• preparing the church to be His Bride (Eph 5:25-27)
• answering our prayers (Joh 14:14)
• extending mercy and grace to those in need (Heb 4:16)
Christ is now in heaven speaking to God on our behalf. Apart from Him we would have
no mediator. His intercession allows our prayers to be answered and our sins to be
forgiven. His ministry will continue on our behalf as long as it is necessary. All our needs
are presented to the Father by the high priestly ministry of Jesus.

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 14, SATURDAY
Lent Meditation

Stewardship: an Expression of God’s Love
God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us ... And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who
have been called according to His purpose. (Romans 5:8, 8:28)
God, in His love for us, works out everything in our lives for good (Romans 8:28).
Nothing, not even what we think are disastrous experiences, is wasted when God gets to
work on our lives. The outcome is our restoration and wholeness, bringing glory to the
Lord our God.
The setting for our stewardship is love. Stewardship, the discipline of our service to God,
is part of our response to God’s love first poured into our lives. Dallas Willard writes that
we “love something or someone when we promote their good for their own sake”.3 Our
practice of stewardship is an act of love for God’s creation as well as the people God
created.
We consider the good of those who will be touched by the stewardship we practice. For
example, we need to ask if simply giving funds or food directly to poor families is helpful.
It could be that the family is poor because of bad economic situation and the adults are
able to but cannot get work. In such circumstances, finding avenues for them to earn an
income and honouring their dignity would be better stewardship. It is a slower way of
giving help to be certain, but it works to the good of the family.
Over to You
Look back at your life and see where God, in His love for you, has taken your
experiences, positive and negative, and worked it all out for good. Give thanks to the
Lord for that.
Consider the resources the Lord has given into your care. In what ways are they being
cared for and used at the moment? Are there changes you need to make to your
stewardship so as to reflect God’s Love in its practice?

Prayer
Dear Lord, thank You for all that You have done in working out the circumstances of my
life for good. Help me to examine my stewardship and seek You for the best ways to use
all that You have entrusted into my care. Amen.
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MAR 16, MONDAY
Key Teachings of Jesus

Joh 3:1–21, 14:1–14
Joh 14:6

Only Way
The Bible teaches that Jesus is the only way to salvation.
Jesus, in teaching Nicodemus, spoke of being born of the Spirit and Nicodemus asked,
"How can this be?" Jesus then uttered the famous words of Joh 3:16–17, that “God gave
His only Son, not to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through Him.”
To Thomas and Philip, Jesus said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me." He is not a way, as in one of many; He is the way, as
in the one and only. No one, regardless of reputation, achievements, special knowledge,
or personal holiness, can come to God except through Jesus.
Peter proclaimed, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12) Paul testified similarly
in Acts 13:38–39.
Q: Why is it important that Jesus is the only way of salvation?

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 16, MONDAY
Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “Forgive Us Our Sins”
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if
there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 139:23-24)
During World War II the Cathedral in Coventry, England was badly damaged. Today
visitors can see beneath the Cross made of two charred beams in the ruins the
inscription of just two words: ‘Father, forgive’. Not three words, ‘Father, forgive them’.
For we, all of us, have a share in the sin of the world and in its shame.
We need to put an end to fooling ourselves that we have no sin and put an end to
covering up and blaming others. We have to own up. We acknowledge our human
rebellion and accept our personal responsibility for sin, and repent. We, all of us, need
the forgiveness of God. ‘Forgive us our sins.’
Jesus said of a prostitute that “her sins, which are many, are forgiven, because she loved
much.”
Over to You
Recall a time when something or someone caused you to realize
your own sin. Make a list of things you have failed to do and a list of wrongs you have
done. Pray for forgiveness.
For Further Reading
Luke 7:36-50; Romans 8:31-39
Prayer
You are my God, so be merciful to me;
I pray to You all day long.
Make Your servant glad, O Lord, because my prayers go up to You
You are good to us and forgiving, full of constant love for all who pray to You.
(Psalm 86:3-5)
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MAR 17, TUESDAY

Mar 7:1–23; Mat 5:17–20

Key Teachings of Jesus

Mar 7:8

Tradition
The exile was punishment for Israel's disobedience and the breaking of God's Law. Postexile, the observance of the Law was prioritised, especially by the Pharisees. Ironically,
some of Christ's harshest teachings were directed towards these Pharisees.
In today's reading, we see one of the reasons laid bare, that the Pharisees and teachers
of the law have "let go the commands of God and are holding on to human tradition"
(Mar 7:8). They were also finding ways and means to circumvent the Law in order to
observe their own man-made traditions.
Traditions and habits have some value, but they must always be subject to God’s Laws
and the Living Word. Jesus came not to abolish the Law but to fulfil it (Mat 5:17).
Q: Think about some traditions/habits/practices you may have in your family and
church. Are all of them in accordance with God and His Word ?

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 17, TUESDAY
Lent Meditation

Growing Receptivity
“I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:11)
Scripture memorization is extremely important to the Christian. It should be an integral
part of every Christian’s spiritual walk with God. Something good happens when we
commit the words of Scripture to memory. We may more readily share with a seeker if
we know God’s word well. Our prayer life will be greatly enriched by having the
Scriptures embedded in our hearts and ready on our lips.
Memorization is the process of continually remembering the words, truths and images
God uses to shape us. Memorization provides us with a store of learning, which can be
accessed anywhere and anytime.
Many times after a conversation I find myself thinking about what Ishould have or could
have said to that person. If I had put more time into memorizing Scripture, the Holy
Spirit could have easily pulled a thought or phrase from that treasure chest in my heart
and put it in my mouth. By memorizing Scripture, we can learn what God might say in a
situation where we are called to be Christ’s ambassador.
When we have a wealth of Scripture verses committed to memory, the Holy Spirit helps
us recall the verses we have memorized; Jesus reminds us of this in the Gospel of John.
“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My Name, will teach you
everything, and remind you all that I have said to you.” (John 14:26)
Over to you
Begin by memorizing some of the choruses, songs or hymns that you enjoy. Sing the bits
you remember. Review again the bits you forget. Write them out if it helps you. When
you have committed the song to memory, notice when the song simply pops into your
mind. Let the song be a way God enters into your life and speaks to you.
Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, I am thankful that You save me from all sin, and also from those things
that can quickly become sin. You have given me light. Now give me power –power to
become. For Your own dear Name’s sake. Amen.
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MAR 18, WEDNESDAY

Mat 5:1–12; Luk 6:17–26

Key Teachings of Jesus

Luk 6:19

Beatitudes
The Beatitudes are commonly rendered on decorative items and in greeting cards but
understandably, the Woes of Luk 6:24–26 are not.
Christ spoke to people who knew poverty, hunger and tears, yet called them blessed,
referring to a state of spiritual well-being and prosperity.
Those who experience the first aspect of a beatitude (poor, mourning, meek, hungering
for righteousness, merciful, pure, peacemakers, persecuted) will also experience the
second aspect of the beatitude (the kingdom of heaven, comforted, inheriting the earth,
filled, receiving mercy, seeing God, called sons of God, inheriting the kingdom of
heaven).
Those blessed have a share in salvation and have entered the kingdom of God,
experiencing a foretaste of heaven.
Q: How will we recognise and pursue Him who brings blessings, if we recognise not our
own needs?
Q: Which Beatitude speaks to your need today?

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 18, WEDNESDAY
Lent Meditation

Accountability Builds Godly Fellowship
He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with his son Jesus Christ our Lord, is
faithful. (1 Corinthians 1:8-9)
To be accountable is to be responsible for the effects of one’s actions and to be willing
to explain or be criticized for them. If we expect such accountability in public
governance, we cannot expect less from a Christian community. This is because God has
called us to live holy lives and in a community, our actions or inaction will invariably
bring about consequences.
When we hear testimonies of faithful men and women, our hearts rejoice. Yet, we have
also experienced discouragement when we read of irresponsible conduct within the
church. It is painful to see young Christians stumble as a result. We realize that our
actions matter. Thus, it is crucial to remind ourselves that our lives are no longer our
own but God’s and one day, we will have to give Him an account of our action or
inaction.
In any trial or temptation, God Himself has promised that He will keep us strong and He
is a faithful God. He has also given us brethren to encourage us in our walk with Him and
to help us to be accountable to Him in all we do. A God-fearing sense of accountability
will eventually produce godly fellowship.
Over to You
Have we made decisions recently, thinking that our lives are our own and nobody else
would be affected? Ask God to help us to examine our action and inaction.
Prayer
Thank you Father God for Your promise that You will keep me strong until You come
again. Thank you also for people in the fellowship who help to keep me accountable to
You. Amen.

113

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAR 19, THURSDAY Mat 18:1–10; Mar 10:13–16; Luk 21:1–4; Mat 25:31–46
Key Teachings of Jesus

Mat 25:40

The Least of These
"Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" We easily recognise ourselves in
this question. We recognise our desire to be great, to achieve, to be recognized, all of
which comes naturally as we flow along with the world.
But in God’s Kingdom, the faith of a little child and the meagre gift of the poor widow is
what matters. Let us be honest – most of us are not destitute, nor are we young and
innocent like a child. And so our Lord brings to our attention how these “least” are to be
treated. We must not in any way cause them to stumble. A simple act of feeding,
clothing, and visiting the needy earns the notice and praise of our Master. Even giving a
cup of water does not go unnoticed and will be rewarded (Mat 10:42).
Thought: Take time to reconsider our values and priorities, especially from God’s
perspective and standards.

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 19, THURSDAY
Lent Meditation

Service to God Leads to Service to Others
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight to the
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19)
Among all that God entrusts us with is also stewardship of the Gospel, sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ with others. The easy way of doing that would be to pass out tracts
and hold rallies and evangelistic meetings. These activities have their place but
stewardship of the Gospel where God has placed us also includes the process of making
friends with those with whom we share the Gospel. It includes being engaged with these
people and allowing our lives to interact with theirs. Stewardship of the Gospel means
that our lives must reflect the good news too.
Jesus’ life is our example for doing this. His mission was not just to die on the cross to
free us from the bondage of sin. His mission included interacting with people and
bringing healing and God’s shalom, wholeness, into their lives. Stewardship, service to
God, necessarily leads us into service to fellow human beings.
When John Wesley began to preach to the crowds in the open air and the people
responded to the good news and became Christians, he also saw their needs. They were
mostly the poor who had very little education, who were on the margins of society. John
Wesley and the Methodists reached out to these people. Among the work they did was
to set up orphanages, hold classes to teach them reading, writing and ‘rithmatic, visit
prisons, set up small cottage industries for women who needed work. To John Wesley,
this was as much a vital part of holy living as worship and prayer and the other spiritual
disciplines. “The Gospel of Christ knows no religion but social; no holiness, but social
holiness” was the view John Wesley held very strongly. We can do no less in our practice
of stewardship and service.
Over to You
How does the use of the resources God has given to you affect those around you?
Consider the ways in which your stewardship leads to service to others. How can you do
it together with others in your faith community?
Prayer
Dear Lord, You have blessed me with much. Open my eyes to see how I can use the
resources You have given me can be used to touch the lives of those who are in need.
Amen.
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MAR 20, FRIDAY

Luk 11:1–3; Mat 6:5–24

Key Teachings of Jesus

Luk 11:9

How to Pray
“And when you pray..." So starts Christ's teaching on prayer:
 do not pray to impress man
 do not pray to impress God
Pray because you wish to talk to your heavenly Father. He is not hard- hearted,
requiring pleading, badgering or great shows of piety before He will respond. Our
loving Father desires to hear, and to answer. In prayer:
 honor His Name
 invite His authority
 seek His provision
 seek His forgiveness (which we also pass on to others)
 ask for deliverance
Note: Christ's teaching does not begin with "And if you pray" or "For those called to
pray" but “when you pray” – all of God’s children need to have that time of conversing
with Him. You will never regret or be disappointed because you prayed.
Bottom-line: we must pray.
Thoughts: ‘If you only pray when you’re in trouble, you’re in trouble’
‘Don’t think of the things you didn’t get after praying. Think of the countless blessings
God gave you without you asking.’

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 20, FRIDAY
Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “As we Forgive those who sin against us.”
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and
be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.”
(Matthew 5:23-24)
When Peter asked Jesus how many times he had to forgive, Jesus answered seventy
times seven and He told the parable of the unmerciful servant (Read Matthew 18:22-35)
One who is at ease with himself is at ease with his neighbour, with the world, and with
God. But most of us are not at ease with ourselves. We are tense, irritable, vindictive.
But Jesus says to us: “If you are about to offer your gift to God at the altar and there you
remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of
the altar and go at once to make peace with your brother, then come back and offer
your gift to God.” So I, my neighbour, and God, are all bound together like a well-woven
garment. Whole, it has value. If, with God’s help, I can eradicate any ill will, then I am on
the road to becoming a well-rounded individual.
Over to You
What are some of the things you are harbouring? Is there anyone you should forgive?
Call that person, make peace.
For Further Reading
John 8:3-11
Prayer
My sins, O God, are not hidden from You;
You know how foolish I have been.
Don’t let me bring shame on those
who trust in You.
Sovereign Lord Almighty!
Don’t let me bring disgrace to those who worship You.
O God of Israel!
(Psalm 69:5-6)
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MAR 21, SATURDAY

Luk 14:25-35; Mat 18:15–35

Key Teachings of Jesus

Mat 28:19-20

Discipleship
Discipleship, the Jesus Way in Mar 3:14: “He appointed twelve … that they might be with
him and that He might send them out to….”
Discipleship is:
• INTENTIONAL (He appointed) – Jesus chose those He would invest in and appointed
them, having prayed all night before His choice (Luk 6:12-13). Discipleship does not
just happen but it is the result of intentionally choosing and discipling.
• RELATIONAL (that they might be with Him) – Jesus invited the disciples simply to “be
with Him.” They learned by watching Him interact with people, teach, and love the
crowds. Jesus shared His life with the disciples, not just His words. The Christian faith,
like discipleship, is highly relational – vertically with God and horizontally with others.
• MISSIONAL (send them out) – True discipleship always results in being sent out to
minister and Jesus often debriefed them after they ministered (Luk 10). Mission
engagement is part of discipleship for mission opportunities are also discipleship
opportunities.
Thought: Jesus commanded us to MAKE DISCIPLES, not Christians.

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 21, SATURDAY
Lent Meditation

Practice Makes Perfect
“I think it is right to refresh your memory…And I will make every effort to see that after
my departure you will always be able to remember these things.” (2 Peter 1:13, 15)
Learning Scripture by heart is critical in the disciple-making process. Granted, this isn’t
easy, but every disciple-maker should stress this discipline. In my experience I have
observed that usually a person committed to memorizing Scripture on a regular basis is
a disciplined thinker. Over a period of time he has trained to probe deeply into the
truths of Scripture, finding a coherent and unified Biblical worldview.
Our goal isn’t memorizing as many Scripture verses as possible. It’s conforming to the
image of Jesus Christ. It’s pursuit of holiness to reach godliness. For this purpose we
commit ourselves to be filled with the richness of God’s Word. Transformation and
maturity are more important than the quantity of Scripture memorized.
I started the discipline of memorizing Scripture soon after I became a Christian at age
13, and the approach I take requires the following:
•
Consistent practice – frequent review and practice is most helpful. Repeatedly
reviewing the words is like sharpening a dull blade. The more we sharpen our
memory, the easier it becomes to memorize.
•
Grasping the logic of the verse/passage – this requires meditating on the meaning
and seeing the flow of where the verse/passage is going.
•
Visualizing mental images of the meaning – pictures and logic often work together.
Imagination helps form a picture in our mind, which helps us retain the memory.
•
Mutual drill with a family member or friend – making it a discipline that you do it
with a friend or accountability partner to enhance accountability and encourage
scripture memorization.
We begin memorizing Scripture by taking small steps, then expanding gradually to larger
steps. Be patient with yourself! C.S. Lewis once remarked in an essay; “you can get
second things only by putting first things first”.

Over to you
Memorise a chapter of the Bible. Take your time with this. Let the words sink into your
soul. If singing helps you to remember these things, don’t be afraid to sing the words.
Prayer
O Father, thank You for the challenges You so gently and lovingly bring to my life. For
where there is no challenge there can be no change. May my life continually be a
response to all You are revealing to me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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MAR 22, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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MAR 23, MONDAY

Mat 8:23–27; Exo 14:10–31

Miracles of Jesus

Mat 8:26

Miracle of Calming the Storm
As Jesus and His disciples were crossing the Sea of Galilee, a furious storm arose which
threatened to drown them. While the disciples panicked, Jesus was calmly sleeping in
the boat. They woke Him up and asked Him to save them.
Oftentimes, we face struggles, challenges and storms in our lives. We panic, are worried
and stressed out. It appears that God is oblivious to our situation and does not care!
This narrative shows us that God is completely in control of the situation and
circumstances of life. He is fully aware of what is happening to us. He can make a way
where there seems to be no way. Have faith, trust and rest in Him, asking Him to still
our fears and anxieties. God will act powerfully on our behalf when we call on Him for
help. Be still O my soul and wait for God’s deliverance!
Thought: Don’t tell God how big your storm is (He already knows).
Tell the storm how big your God is.

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 23, MONDAY
Lent Meditation

Accountability Builds Godly Fellowship
He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with his son Jesus Christ our Lord, is
faithful. (1 Corinthians 1:8-9)
To be accountable is to be responsible for the effects of one’s actions and to be willing
to explain or be criticized for them. If we expect such accountability in public
governance, we cannot expect less from a Christian community. This is because God has
called us to live holy lives and in a community, our actions or inaction will invariably
bring about consequences.
When we hear testimonies of faithful men and women, our hearts rejoice. Yet, we have
also experienced discouragement when we read of irresponsible conduct within the
church. It is painful to see young Christians stumble as a result. We realize that our
actions matter. Thus, it is crucial to remind ourselves that our lives are no longer our
own but God’s and one day, we will have to give Him an account of our action or
inaction.
In any trial or temptation, God Himself has promised that He will keep us strong and He
is a faithful God. He has also given us brethren to encourage us in our walk with Him and
to help us to be accountable to Him in all we do. A God-fearing sense of accountability
will eventually produce godly fellowship.
Over to You
Have we made decisions recently, thinking that our lives are our own and nobody else
would be affected? Ask God to help us to examine our action and inaction.
Prayer
Thank you Father God for Your promise that You will keep me strong until You come
again. Thank you also for people in the fellowship who help to keep me accountable to
You. Amen.
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MAR 24, TUESDAY
Miracles of Jesus

Joh 6:1–13; 2 Ki 4:1–7
Exo 4:2

Miracle of Feeding the 5,000
Jesus had been teaching the people all day and now it was late. They were in a remote
place and had no food. The people were hungry and Jesus was concerned for them.
Jesus taught His disciples to see the gravity of the situation and to witness the miracle
He was about to perform.
Jesus took the boy’s 5 loaves and 2 small fish, prayed over them, broke them into
smaller pieces and gave to His disciples to distribute. The food multiplied, never ran out,
and everyone had their fill and had leftovers.
The crowd came for spiritual food but Jesus was also concerned that they received
physical food to stave off their hunger! Jesus ministered to the needs of the whole
person. He took what was offered to him, multiplied it and met the needs of the
multitude.
Thought: What is in your hand? Offer it to Jesus – He can use it and multiply it to bless
many!
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MAR 24, TUESDAY
Lent Meditation

To Serve and Not To Be Served
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a
ransom for many. (Mark 10:45)
Read Mark 10:35-45
Each time we open the newspapers or read the news online, we have no shortage of
examples of how leaders of the world act and lead. James and John and the other
disciples had to learn that being buddies with the “top dog” in God’s Kingdom doesn’t
bring the kind of privileges and rights that leaders of the world claim for themselves!
Instead, being close companions of the Son of God meant the cup of suffering and
baptism of death.
The “greatness” of a leader in the Kingdom of God is expressed in service to God and to
God’s people, and not in how much wealth and status and power one can get. The
identity of a leader in the Kingdom of God is servant.
Jesus embodied this in His life and mission. In each place He went, He not only preached
the good news that the Kingdom of God had come near, Jesus also healed the people’s
illnesses, delivered them from evil spirits, and raised the dead. Mark tells us that once,
when Jesus took His disciples to a quiet place to rest, He “saw a large crowd, [and] had
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.”
So much so that his own tiredness and need for rest was laid aside, so that the lost
sheep could be fed. Service means looking to the good of others, even if there are times
when our own needs have to be laid aside first.
Over to You
Consider the people around you, at home or at work or school, your friends. In what
ways can you serve them as a servant, just like our Lord Jesus Christ?
Prayer
Father, thank You for Jesus, Who came not to be served but to serve. He has shown us,
through His life, what it means to serve You and serve others. Please guide me so that I
too may serve like Jesus did. Amen.
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MAR 25, WEDNESDAY

Luk 17:11–19; 2 Ki 5:1–19

Miracles of Jesus

Jam 5:14–15

Miracle of Healing the 10 Lepers
While Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, He was approached by 10 lepers. Being social
outcasts, they called to Jesus from afar and begged for mercy. Jesus told them, “ ‘Go,
show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, they were cleansed.” In obeying,
healing came. Jesus did not even touch them. Once they realised they were healed, only
one leper, a Samaritan, returned to Jesus, bowed down, worshipped and thanked Him.
Jesus said his faith had made him whole. The other nine never returned to offer thanks.

“Be healed in Jesus’ Name” is the prayer we often pray over the sick. God can bring forth
healing miraculously or through other means such as medical science. Faith of the prayer as well as the pray-ee is important but not absolute. There are times when we pray
and healing does not come. God is sovereign and we need to submit to His higher
purpose and plan for our lives. Ultimately, God’s name is praised and glorified.

P.R.A.Y
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MAR 25, WEDNESDAY
Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “Save us from the time of trial”
‘When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.’ (Job 23:10)
To pray this is to admit our frailty, acknowledging our liability to sin. When we are offguard, over-strained or tired, temptation easily strikes us down.
Jesus told His disciples to ‘watch and pray’. Paul likewise reminds us ‘Continue in prayer,
and watch in the same.’
I love the outdoors. One of my favourite memories is when the Pastors and Diaconal
Ministers climbed Mount Kinabalu years ago. For me Christianity has been a climb. Many
times I have paused for breath. Sometimes I slipped, but always the trail beckoned me
upward. Along the way there have been companions. When the going was rough they
have held out a helping hand. And, I have been able to hold out a helping hand to
another as I found firm foot-holds. There have been moments of breathtaking
excitement. There have been bumps and bruises. In the Christian faith I have found my
trail. It leads to Him, and He has reached down to me. I am grateful for those who have
been ahead of me on the trail, and for their help over the rough spots. However, Jesus is
a constant Companion, who came and lived with us and now lives forever more.
Over to You
Think about people who are trapped in bondage. How is God trying to release them?
Do you have a deliverance story to share?
For Further Reading
James 1:2-3
Prayer
No one can see his own errors;
deliver me, Lord, from hidden faults!
Keep me safe, also, from wilful sins;
don’t let them rule over me.
Then I shall be perfect
and free from the evil of sin.
(Psalm 19:12-13)
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MAR 26, THURSDAY

Joh 5:1–15; 2 Ki 20:1–11

Miracles of Jesus

Jam 5:15–16

Miracle of Healing at the Pool of Bethesda
Jesus visited the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem which was reputed to have healing
power. There He met a man lying beside the pool who had been an invalid for 38 years.
The man was hoping that when the waters were ‘angelically stirred’, he could be the
first person to get into the pool but there was no one to help him at that critical time. So
he languished for 38 years.
Jesus asked, “Do you want to get well?” He tried to explain his situation but Jesus just
told him to “Get up, pick up your mat and walk”. Instantaneously the man was healed
and walked.
After the physical healing, Jesus sought out the man and said, "See, you are well again.
Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you."
Many of us seek physical healing which is good, but more important is spiritual healing
and restoration in our relationship with God.
Thought: Jesus is still asking, “Do You Want To Get Well?”
How will you reply? What will be your reply?

P.R.A.Y
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Lent Meditation

A Biblical Mind-Set
“Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another – showing us
truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way.”
(2 Timothy 3:16)
The Bible is divine revelation. God’s own word to us. It reveals who God is, who we are
and why we are here. In the spiritual discipline of study, we engage ourselves, above all,
with the written and spoken Word of God. It is about the pursuit of truth through God’s
Word.
In Rom. 12:2 Paul tells us that we are transformed through the renewal of the mind, and
that we cannot just simply copy the behaviour of those around us. The discipline of
study is an important vehicle by which our minds are renewed by those things that are
important to God. Through the lens of Scripture we are better equipped to understand
ourselves, human nature, and even other people and cultures.
Bible study involves engaging the mind and focusing attention on Scripture in an
attempt to understand and apply truth to every part of my life. Jesus exemplified the
love of God’s Word in every area of His life. He used Scripture to answer those who
tested Him, resist temptation, find guidance, encourage His heart, comfort others,
explain His actions and ultimately face His own death.

The key to the discipline of study is not trying to consume as much as possible, but to
truly digest what we do read. Richard Foster encourages reading each passage of
Scripture at least three times in order to come to an understanding of what you have
read.
Over to you
Read John 10:1-10. This passage is about Jesus as the Good Shepherd. On first reading,
read aloud the passage. On the second reading, note the differences Jesus describes
between the shepherd and the thief. On the third reading, explore your own awareness
of the Good Shepherd’s voice. What are its qualities? What other voices imitate God,
appeal for your attention, and take your life? How do you tell the difference between
them and the Voice of God in you?
Prayer
O God, help me to grasp the fact that the words the Bible contains have been breathed
into by Your Spirit and have become Your Word. You speak to me in my own language. I
am so deeply, deeply grateful. Amen.
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MAR 27, FRIDAY

Luk 7:11–18; 2 Ki 4:8–36

Miracles of Jesus

Joh 11:25–26

Miracle of Raising a Widow’s Son from the Dead
As Jesus approached the town called Nain, a dead person was being carried out – the
only son of a widow. When the Lord saw her, His heart went out to her and He told her
not to cry. “Then He went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He
said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!’ The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother” (Luk 7:14–15).
Jesus sympathises with us in our sorrow, heartaches and pain; coming alongside to
console, comfort and encourage us. At times, Jesus supernaturally intervenes to turn a
situation around.
Jesus, the Son of God, has power over life and death.
A testimony: “In Aug, 2019, my eldest brother, Junior, suffered a stroke. I prayed that
this will cause him to be open to Jesus. Miraculously God intervened. As I shared the
gospel with him, his heart was ready and prepared, inviting Jesus to be his personal Lord
and Saviour. He asked for baptism while still on his hospital bed! Hallelujah! Jesus is still
raising the physically and spiritually dead to life again!”
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Lent Meditation

Why Discipline?
Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness. (1Timothy 4:7 NASB)
To discipline can be defined as to exercise self-control (especially when considering
personal discipline) and to punish or correct with love (when considering interpersonal
or corporate discipline). When discipline is imposed upon ourselves or upon others, we
need to ensure that the only motive for such an action must be love- love for God and
love for those whom we discipline.
Why is personal discipline important? John MacArthur wrote, “Discipline teaches us to
operate by principle rather than desire. Saying ‘no’ to our impulses (even the ones that
are not inherently sinful) puts us in control of our appetites rather than vice versa. It
deposes our lust and permit truth, virtue and integrity to rule our minds instead.”
Personal discipline helps us to cultivate “the rugged strength of Christian character”.
Corporate discipline is just as important. A writer for Asian Reflections (Year Three)
noted three occasions that demand discipline in our church:
• where there is a threat to the truth and the gospel (Gal 1:9)
• where there is a threat to the moral beauty of the fellowship through immorality,
swindling, corruption, etc (1Corin 5:11)
• where there is a threat to the unity of the fellowship (Rom 16:17-18)
In the family of God, we are not only called to love but also to correct one another in
love. The ultimate purpose is that God’s Name be glorified.
Over to You
Do you see the need for personal discipline in your life? Are there specific areas in your
life that require a closer examination with follow-up action?
Prayer
Lord, help me to be disciplined for your sake. Should the need to correct arise, grant me
humility and deep love. Amen.
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MAR 28, SATURDAY

Mar 9:14–29; Eph 6:10–18

Miracles of Jesus

2 Co 10:3–4

Miracle of Healing a Boy with an Evil Spirit
A man brought his son, possessed by an evil spirit, to Jesus. The spirit would throw the
boy to the ground, foaming at his mouth, gnashing his teeth and becoming rigid. The
disciples could not drive out the spirit. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw
the boy into a convulsion and manifested.
Jesus rebuked the evil spirit saying, "I command you, come out of him and never enter
him again." Deliverance and healing took place.
Jesus then taught his disciples that this type of deliverance can only be done through
prayer and fasting.
Jesus has the power and authority to “drive out the spirits with a word” (Mat 8:16).
Jesus has given the same authority to his followers: “In my name, they shall drive out
demons” (Mar 16:17b). However, this ministry is not to be taken lightly but with much
prayer and fasting, with God using us as His instrument.
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Whoever Serves Me Must Follow Me
“Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will
honour the one who serves me.” (John 12:26)
Read John 12:23-26

As Jesus neared the time when He would go to the cross for our sakes, He used the image of
a wheat kernel being planted to teach His disciples about His death and what it would mean.
It is only when the kernel lies buried and the food stored in it is given up to nurture the
seedling that sprouts – losing itself, so to speak – that the seed fulfils its purpose.
The life of service is one of surrender and sacrifice. When we surrender our lives in service to
Jesus Christ, we are giving up control over our lives to Him. Giving up control of our lives
means dying to that “me” inside, the ego, who wants to have her own way and to do as she
pleases. In this way, Jesus is able to take our lives and direct us to serve according to His
plans and purposes.
When we surrender our lives to Jesus for His purposes, we follow our Lord’s example of
giving up His life in obedience to His Father’s plans and purposes. Just as Jesus kept close to
the Father in His surrender, we too are drawn closer to Jesus when we let go of our lives into
His hands. Just as the Father glorified Jesus and honoured Him in His obedience, so God the
Father will honour us when we give our lives to serve Jesus.
Over to You
Reflect on the words of the hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be”:
Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.
Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King.
Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect, and use every power as Thou shalt choose.
Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.
~ Frances R. Havergal, 1874.
Which are areas of your life that need to be surrendered to the Lord? Ask Him for the grace
to be able to surrender and say with Frances Havergal, “Ever, only, all for Thee.”
Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You that you willingly gave Your life for our sakes. Just as You surrendered
to Father in obedience to His will, so I pray for grace to be able to surrender my life to You.
Amen.
133

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAR 29, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher

134

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

LENT REFLECTIONS

135

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAR 30, MONDAY

2 Sa 12:1–22; Jer 18:1–10

Parables of Jesus

Jer 18:6

What is a Parable?
Jesus used many parables in His teachings. Mar 4:34a records “He did not say anything
to them without using a parable.”
A parable is a ‘fictional’ story taken from real life situations, portraying a spiritual truth
or to put it simply; an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.
Jesus’ use of parables had a two-fold purpose: to reveal the truth to those who wanted
to know it and to conceal the truth from those who were indifferent (Mat 13:11–16).
There are more than 30 parables told by Jesus (all concerning the Gospel message)
found in the Synoptic Gospels. There are none in John’s Gospel.
Even the Old Testament had about 9 parables, the best example being the story told by
Prophet Nathan to King David in 2 Sa 12: 1–4.
Parables continue to serve as a mirror for us to look into, whereby we can identify with
the characters or circumstances portrayed.
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Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “and deliver us from evil”
“God ‘has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the
Kingdom of His beloved Son.”(Colossians 1:13)
The Kingdom has arrived with His Coming, His Cross, and His Resurrection. We are
delivered from the evil one. Pascal wrote: ‘And so I hold out my arms to my Liberator,
Who … came to suffer and to die for me on the earth…And by His grace I await death in
peace, the hope of being eternally united to Him, and yet I live with joy, either in the
prosperity that it pleases Him to give me, or in the ills that He may send for my good,
and which He has taught me to endure after His example.”
In the Daniel 3:13-20 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego affirm that they are in the
Hands of God. The God they serve is powerful enough to deliver them from the king’s
hands. The faith of the three men is the faith of a people who have known their God
through many a crisis and disaster.
“But even if He does not…” Yet having declared their faith in Him, they go on to say that
they are prepared for God’s non-intervention. A problem for faith is that it is natural to
think that faith itself constitutes one’s security. To be saved is to be safe whatever
happens.

Over to You
Read Genesis 28:10-19 – recall the times God has delivered you for evil.
Read Psalm 121 - list all that God will do.
Claim the promises of Isaiah 41:13
Prayer
Even if I go through the deepest darkness,
I will not be afraid, Lord, for You are with me.
Your shepherd’s rod and staff protect me.
(Psalm 23:4)
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MAR 31, TUESDAY
Parables of Jesus

Mat 13
Mat 13:16

Parables of the Kingdom
Jesus’ main message was about the Kingdom of God and the ushering in of God’s
Kingdom. Most Israelites understood God’s Kingdom to be an earthly kingdom,
expecting the Messiah to just overthrow and replace the much-hated Roman empire.
They seemed to have forgotten that in Dan 2:35, “The rock that struck the statue
became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth” – giving a glimpse that God’s
coming Kingdom will not be as what the Israelites envisaged but something entirely
different and more inclusive.
There are 7 Kingdom Parables in Mat 13. Jesus preached the first 4 parables to the
multitudes but taught the last 3 to His disciples only.
1. The sower (vv 1–23)
2. Wheat and weeds (vv 24–30)
3. Mustard seed (vv 31–32)
4. Yeast (v 33)
5. Hidden treasure (v 44)
6. Pearl of great price (v 45)
7. Great Net (vv 47–50)
There are two other Kingdom Parables
• Vineyard Workers (Mat 20:1–16)
• Wedding Banquet (Mat 22:1–14)
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Lent Meditation

Loving God with the Mind
“Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and
teaching its decrees and laws in Israel” (Ezra 7:10)
The discipline of studying Scripture is mental attention and careful listening. We listen
with a desire to hear God’s Voice and do God’s Will. In this way, reflection on Scripture
becomes a means by which God leads us in becoming the persons we are called to be.
In Jesus’ day Jewish religious leaders searched the Scriptures because they believed
“that in them you have eternal life” (John 5:39). The first Christians recognized how
essential it was to apply their minds to Scripture “to see whether these things were so”
(Acts 17:11). Through the centuries the faithful have recognized that spiritual growth
requires disciplined and steadfast attention to Scripture.
You may be one of those who have asked why it is necessary to use the intellect in
Biblical interpretation. “If the Scriptures are the Word of God, of what use is critical
scholarship? Why don’t we just rely on the Sprit?”
First, we study the Scriptures because, as one early Christian discovered about Paul’s
writings, “some things in them [are] hard to understand” (2Pet. 3:16). To wrestle with
the deep truths requires disciplined study using the best methods and information
available. Second, and more importantly, we study because we want in ourselves the
mind of Christ (Phil.2:5), a love–guided, servant-oriented, humble mind. We do not just
sit back and wait for the Spirit to bring about this change in us.
Study is what Thomas Merton has called the “front porch” of meditation. “By study we
seek the truth in books or in some other source outside our own minds. In meditation
we strive to absorb what we have already taken in,” he says. The metaphor is helpful,
for it reminds us that we must do more than learn about the Word of God. We want,
rather, to know the God of the Word.
Over to You
Read John 1:1-18.
The prologue to John’s Gospel makes the remarkable claim that the Word of God is not
limited to words and letters in a book, but that “the Word became flesh and lived among
us” in Jesus Christ. When have you seen Christ as living Word? What is the promise of
receiving the “Word made flesh”? How could this revelation change the meaning of
Bible “study”?
Prayer
Gracious and Loving Father, may I never approach my Bible with a take-it-for-granted
attitude. Clothe my mind with the conviction that it is the very Word of God. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
139

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

APR 1, WEDNESDAY
Parables of Jesus

Luk 15 & 18:9–14
Luk 15:10

Parables Of Salvation
The 3 salvation parables in Luk 15 are:
•
Lost sheep (Luk 15:4–7)
•
Lost coin (Luk 15:8–10)
•
Lost son (Luk 15:11–31)
According to Bishop Ryle, there is probably no chapter of the Bible that has done greater
good to the souls of men than this chapter with these 3 parables. Jesus used these 3
parables to attack the self-righteous religious leaders. He pointed out that salvation is
for everyone; including the tax collectors whom everyone hated, sinners, those who fail
to observe the legal requirements of Judaism and even the Gentiles.
Jesus freely mingling among such people was greatly resented by the religious leaders of
his day. These 3 parables also portray the love of God for mankind.
Other parables concerning salvation are the Vineyard Workers (Mat 20:1–16), the
Wedding Banquet (Mat 22:1–14), the Narrow Way (Luk 13:22–30) and the Pharisee and
the tax collector (Luk 18:9–14). The first 2, as mentioned previously, are also Kingdom
Parables.
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Lent Meditation

Restitution: Making Things Right
“…I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and Man.” (Acts 24:16)
There are some things that nobody but God and we ourselves know. If our conscience
would allow us, we would rather continue to keep the secret in the closet. However, the
promptings of the Holy Spirit would not leave us be, and “serious followers of the
Master” would want to make thing right and to restore our troubled conscience.
“Restitution is going back and making things right for the things you took or the people
you hurt… Restitution is asking for forgiveness for harsh words used… It is admitting past
errors in relationships and humbly seeking forgiveness from those you have hurt.”(Keith
Drury).
Restitution is a personal discipline. Nobody but the Holy Spirit could convict us to take
such humiliating steps to set things right. Only our love for God and our deep longing to
please Him would compel us to revisit the old wounds, to expose them in order that
divine healing may finally take place. When we obey God and make restitution, we are
disciplining ourselves to do what is right, pleasing and acceptable to God. When we put
ourselves through such a humbling experience, we will reap the benefits of such a
discipline. First, we would be set free from the clutches of a guilty conscience. It releases
us to serve and to encourage others wholeheartedly.
Restitution also humbles us when we confess our wrongdoing and choose to be
transparent in our Christian walk.
Finally, restitution also reinforces a deep-seated joy of knowing that we are living
according to God’s commands.
Over to You
Are there certain things or people whom we are uncomfortable with because of
something that happened in the past? Ask God for help to work out the conflict in our
soul.
Prayer
Thank you, Lord, for making me desire to have a clear conscience before You. Grant me
wisdom to make restitution at the right time, place and manner. Amen.
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APR 2, THURSDAY

Luk 6:46–49; 12:16–21; 16:1–9; Mat 25:1–13

Parables of Jesus

Jam 1:5–6

Parables Of Wisdom And Folly
Jesus instructed His hearers to be wise when He said, “For what does it profit a man to
gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?” (Mar 8:36) Even as Christ ushered in the
Kingdom of God, we all need to be wise and prepared, to build our lives on the firm
foundation of Jesus Christ. The 4 wisdom parables are :
1. Ten Virgins (Mat 25:1-13)
2. Rich Fool (Luk 12:16-21)
3. Shrewd Manager (Luk 16:1-9)
4. Wise and Foolish Builders (Luk 6:46–49)
To be ready and prepared for God’s kingdom, we first need the inner transformation of
having our sins cleansed, and being clothed in righteousness through Christ’s atoning
sacrifice. As Paul wrote “…the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight” (1 Co
3:19).
There is much wisdom in Jim Elliot’s words, ‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot
keep to gain what he cannot lose.’
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Lent Meditation

Service in the Father’s Love
Jesus knew ... that He had come from God and was returning to God. (John 13:3)
Read John 13:1-5
Total surrender, even if it is to serve God and our fellow human beings, is difficult, to say
the least. Humbling oneself to be a servant is not something that comes naturally to us.
It is harrowing to make oneself vulnerable as a servant, and we ask, “Won’t I be stepped
on if I do that? Won’t people take advantage of me?”
We can only surrender completely in the way Jesus did when we are secure in ourselves.
This security does not come from things external like riches, status or power. This
security comes from knowing our identity: who we are and to Whom we belong. Jesus
knew this deeply as He stepped out into public ministry and now neared the time of His
sacrifice on the cross, the ultimate service for our sakes. His Father’s affirmation at
baptism, “You are my Son, whom I love; with You I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11),
gave Jesus that security of knowing His origin and His destiny.
This security in knowing who and Whose we are comes with being held in Father’s love;
the love that accepts us as we are and for which we do not have to prove anything to
Father. It was this kind of security that allowed Jesus to take up the towel and the basin
to be a servant, not just play the part of a servant.
When we are secure and willingly surrender to Jesus to be servants, the question about
being taken advantage of, or being stepped on no longer arises. We have voluntarily
humbled ourselves to serve in whatever task given to us, whether it be a small thing or a
big thing. We have been freed to be able to be vulnerable and truly serve in the spirit of
Jesus Christ.
Over to You
John 3:16 and Romans 5:8 tell us how much God loves us. Take time today to simply sit
with Father and revel in His love for you. Allow this love to hold you secure.

Prayer
Father, thank You that You love me as I am. Thank You for showing me Your love in
sending Jesus to die for my sins. Help me to experience Your love in deeper ways than I
do now. Amen.
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Luk 7:36–50; 10:25–37; 11:5–13; 18:1–8

Parables of Jesus

Joh 13:34

Parables For Christian Living
Christians are commanded by Jesus to be the salt and light of the world (Mat 5:12–13).
We are called to act as a preservative and source of illumination in a decaying and dark
world. Almighty God chooses to use His followers to accomplish His purpose on earth for
His glory.
In the following 5 parables, Jesus teaches us how to live true Christian lives:
1. The two sons (Mat 21:28–32)
2. Lamp on a Stand (Luk 8:16-18; 11:33–36);
3.The Good Samaritan (Luk 10:25–37);
4. Boldness and Persistence (Luk 11:5–13; 18:1–8)
5. Woman with Alabaster Jar (Luk 7:36–50).
Above all, Christian living must be characterised by love. Jesus declared in Mar 12:30–
31, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength” and “Love your neighbour as yourself." In Joh 3:35 He
says, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
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Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever.”
“Worthy is the Lamb, Who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
strength and honour and glory and praise!” (Revelation 5:12)
The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus assure us that we shall see the final triumph of right
over wrong. His incarnation ushered in the Kingdom which will reach its full, perfect
consummation at His coming again. The power and the glory will be His alone.
To Him belongs creation and the rule over what He has created. The smallest atom is
known to Him. He is aware of how the ants creep in the dark. He perceives the
movement of specks of dust in the air. He beholds our thoughts and the secrets of our
hearts.
Death! Why should I fear it when the invitation comes? “I go to prepare a place for you,”
Jesus said. And what a place! A house not made with hands.
By the power of his Word the Lord created us. By His passion He redeemed us. By His
presence He renews us. In His triumph over death and evil lies our hope of life, “both
now and forever”.

Over to You
Go for a walk daily. List the things that belong to God. Praise God for them!
For Further Reading
Ephesians 1:17-23; Revelation 5:1-12
Prayer
All your creatures, Lord, will praise You
and all Your people will give You thanks.
They will speak of the glory of Your royal power
and tell of Your might,
so that everyone will know Your mighty deeds
and the glorious majesty of Your kingdom.
Your rule is eternal and You are King forever.
(Psalm 145:10-13)
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APR 4, SATURDAY

Mat 18:21–35; 21:33–41; 25:14–46 Luk 16:19–31

Parables of Jesus

2 Co 5:10

Parables of Judgment
‘Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment’ (Heb. 9:27). That
verse applies to everyone including Christian. We all know that ‘we are saved by grace
through faith apart from works’ (Eph 2:8-9) and yet there will still be a judgment we
have to face on the basis of what we have done or not done. We are not saved by good
works but we are saved ‘to do good works’ (Eph 2:10).
Everyone who have put their trust in Jesus as their Lord, Saviour and Master are called
to imitate Jesus, growing in Christ-likeness. We are asked to love, forgive and serve
others not because we have to but because we want to, knowing that will bring delight
to our heavenly Father.
4 ‘Judgment’ parables:
1. Unmerciful Servant (Mat.18:21–35)
2. The Tenants (Mat 21:33–41)
3. Talents (Mat 25:14–46)
4. Rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19–31)
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Lent Meditation

The Occasional Checkup
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not
realize that Christ Jesus is in you – unless, of course, you fail the test?”
(2 Corinthians 13:5)
Values reveal the character of the person. They identify our treasures, our loves. To
discover our own values, all we have to do is ask a series of questions. What delighted us
last week? What did we think about? What did we do? Who did we spend time with?
What did we spend our money on?
The discipline of study invites us to look at ourselves. For those of us who have been
Christians for a long time, it is easy to get complacent with our faith commitment. We
have our routines of worship, church programmes and service that we continue year
after year. And those are not necessarily bad things.
However, it is good to periodically ask ourselves if we still are growing in our relationship
with the Lord and gaining a deeper understanding of the faith. One way to assess
yourself is by using the basic tenets of the Christian faith as outlined in either the
Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed. Go through the creed point by point and ask
yourself if you still believe it. Speak with your pastor or an accountability partner and
talk about any misgivings you have that maybe you didn’t have before.
Like a houseplant, we sometimes need new soil and a new pot. That doesn’t mean
abandoning what we believe, but it might mean reading a new devotional book or trying
a new system for reading the Bible or getting into a small group with other Christians to
enable us to identify pitfalls, joys and challenges. This discipline, like any other spiritual
discipline, cannot produce change; it places us where change can occur.
Over to you
Meditate on the great truths of the faith using the Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed.
Spend time deeply entering into the words and their meaning.

Prayer
Gracious Father, let me have Your Word hidden in my heart so deeply that it becomes
a spring of action determining my conduct and my character. Help me be steeped in
Your Mind, fired by Your Passion, and decisive with Your Purposes. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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APR 6, MONDAY
Death and Resurrection

1 Co 15; Rom 10
1 Co 15:3–4; Rom 10:9–10

The Gospel
The Gospel is the good news proclaimed by Christians. What is the good news? More
often than not, our message is Jesus Christ dying on the cross for our sin. Paul
summarises the Gospel as the death and resurrection of Christ.
His emphasis is:
• Christ died for our sins
• He was buried
• He was raised on the third day
This is what we receive, by which we stand, by which we are saved, and to which we
hold fast.
The death of Jesus without His resurrection means our message and faith is useless.
This is the central belief and dogma of the Christian faith of which we believe and
proclaim.
Reflection:
Gospel is ‘Good News’ to only some people but not to all people.
Why do you think this is so?
What are you doing about the ‘Good News’?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

150

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

APR 6, MONDAY
Lent Meditation

Guarding Against Pride
Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. (Proverbs 16:18)
One area in Christian living which needs to be under constant check is our pride. Keith
Drury observes, “Pride is thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought to think. It is
an inaccurate overestimation of our accomplishments… Pride may be the most deceitful
of all sins, tucked deep within us, masked in a thousand ways.”
Not only can pride be masked, it can also blend with our vices and fuse with our virtues.
As a result, most of us would not see ourselves as being proud. Unless we are open to
the Holy Spirit’s deep scrutiny of our inner lives, pride may rear its ugly head in
unsuspecting moments.
The author above believes that there are some conditions where pride
breeds more easily:
• Success - the more successful you are, the greater the temptation to pride. You
eventually may come to believe all the praise showered upon you.
• Knowledge – if pride lives in your heart, the more you know, the more stupid
everyone else will appear to be.
• Wealth – ‘Many proud people are not wealthy, Few wealthy folk are not proud.”
Reflect.
• Creativity and Talent – the better you are at something, the greater the danger of
pride.
This is not to say that the above conditions should be avoided or looked down upon.
Indeed they are gifts from God to be accepted and shared with gratitude. However, as
with all gifts, they can become curses as well.
We need to be on guard against pride which lurks insidiously amidst God’s gifts in our
lives.
Over to You
Are you successful? knowledgeable? wealthy? creative? talented? Beware of
pride!
Prayer
Help us to remember that all gifts come from You. There should be no
place for personal glory. Keep us from the temptation of pride. Amen.
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APR 7, TUESDAY
Death and Resurrection

Rom 1:14–17; Psa 103
Rom 1:16a

The Power of the Gospel
The Bible states the Gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes in the death of Jesus for our sin. By His resurrection, He overcomes sin and
defeats death.
The Gospel deals with the:
•
POLLUTION OF SIN (Rom 3:23)
•
POWER OF SIN (Rom 7:23)
•
PENALTY OF SIN (Rom 6:23)
•
PARTITION OF SIN (Eph 2:14)
We are cleansed from the stain and guilt of sin.
We are set free from the power of sin through transformation.
We are free because Christ paid our penalty.
We are free to enter into relationship with God the Father through Jesus the Son and we
have the Holy Spirit living in us (1 Co 3:16).
Reflection:
How would you explain ‘the power of the Gospel’ to a young child so that he can
understand?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 7, TUESDAY
Lent Meditation

Following Jesus as a Servant
“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet.” (John 13:14)
Read John 13:1-8, 12-17
Jesus came not to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many. Jesus
took on the identity of a servant. As much as Jesus is Lord, Teacher, Saviour, Jesus is also
Servant. A servant does whatever is needed to be done. A servant does not quibble over
whether the task is appropriate for his status or if it is beneath him to do it. And Jesus
calls us to follow Him in service.
In Jesus’ day, washing feet that had gone through dusty or muddy roads was the job of
the lowest servant in the house. So it was that none of the disciples wanted to wash the
feet of the others. Doing that would mean making themselves the least of them all. So
Jesus, seeing the need for the feet to be washed, took up the towel and the basin
without a single qualm.
It was hard for Peter to accept the fact that his feet would now be washed by the One
he called Teacher and Lord. Perhaps there was embarrassment, but certainly there was
pride that was hurt. Pride that said a leader did not lower oneself to wash another’s
feet. Therefore, Peter could not accept also the fact that Jesus, his Master is a servant
and was about to serve him.
Peter did not realise that refusing to let Jesus wash his feet meant rejecting Jesus as
servant in his life, the very thing Jesus had come to be and do. And when we cannot
accept Jesus as a servant in our lives, we shut him out from bringing the transformation
in us that will make us whole and enable us to truly follow His example in service.
Over to You
Take time to be still in God’s presence. Gently bring the scene in the room into your
imagination. Watch as the disciples recline around the table in a huff, refusing to wash
each other’s feet after arguing about who among them is the greatest. Watch as Jesus
rises, takes of His outer clothing and takes the towel and basin and begins washing each
disciple’s feet.
When he has finished, He turns to you to wash your feet. What are your feelings? Did
you welcome Jesus or did you find it hard to allow Him to do so?
Talk to Him about your feelings and thoughts on this.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, in Your love for us, You came as a servant. Please give me grace to be able to
accept You as a Servant in my life. Amen.
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APR 8, WEDNESDAY
Death and Resurrection

Lev 16; Heb 9–10
Rom 3:25a

Atonement
God is righteous, holy and just. True to His nature, sin must be punished and cannot be
overlooked. Atonement is an act of reparation or making payment to amend for wrong
done. The idea is to cover over, to appease, to turn away His holy wrath, and to make
peace.
The OT animal sacrificial system was a temporal solution to make people outwardly and
ceremonially clean, but it was unable to take away their sin “because it is impossible for
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb 10:4). It serves as a reminder of
man’s sin and the need for atonement (Heb 10:11).
Jesus, the LAMB OF GOD (Joh 1:29) is the perfect sacrifice who made ATONEMENT for
us forever:
•
•
•

He had no sin but became sin for us (2 Co 5:21).
He did away with sin by being the sacrifice of Himself (1 Pe 3:18).
A once-and-for-all sacrifice for sins, He makes perfect forever those who are being
made holy (Heb 10:12–13).

Reflection:
Pause and thank God for His atoning sacrifice on your behalf.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 8, WEDNESDAY
Lent Meditation

To Pray is to say “Amen”
“To Jesus Christ be the glory and power forever and ever! Amen.
Look, He is coming on the clouds! Everyone will see Him, including those who pierced
Him. All peoples on earth will mourn over Him. So shall it be!” (Revelation 1:6b-7)
‘Amen’ is one of the most abused words in our Christian vocabulary. We regard it as
little more than a full-stop to a prayer, a mere breathing-space. Ever wondered why the
“Amens” have been removed from the hymns in the current Book of Hymns? That is
because most congregations sing it so pathetically, half-heartedly, unsure whether to
sing or not. Some have left it out because they don’t know what it means and the
purpose it serves.
But Amen is a great word, strong, powerful. It is a word of asseveration. It puts into two
brief syllables the gladness of a great assent – ‘So be it!’
‘It is finished’ was our Lord’s Amen to the Father’s will. “This is the message from the
Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, who is the origin of all that God has created.”
(Revelation 3:14). He who was the Amen thus said His Amen – ‘Finished! Fulfilled!’ (John
19:30)
Over to You
Pray the Lord’s Prayer, pausing at every petition and ponder:
Our Father in heaven …
Holy is Your Name …
Your Kingdom come, Your Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven …
Give us today our daily bread …
And forgive our sins …
As we forgive those who have done us wrong …
Lead us not into times of testing …
But deliver us from evil …
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and always …
Amen …
For Further Reading
Revelation 5:13-14, 22:20
Prayer
Pray the Lord’s Prayer
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APR 9, THURSDAY

Col 1:13–23; Eph 1:3–11

Death and Resurrection

Col 1:13–14; Eph 1:7

Redemption
The word “redemption” in the NT is associated with going to the market. During those
times, slaves were commodities sold and bought at the market. A slave was purchased
and belonged to a new master or was set free when the ransom price was paid in full.
Jesus Christ is our REDEEMER for He re-purchases us (buys back), paying in full our
ransom price by His death at Calvary, delivering us from sin (Gal 3:13) and bringing us
into freedom from captivity to sin and death. We now belong to God and He adopts us
as His children (Joh 1:12; Gal 4:5). “For He (GOD) has rescued us from the dominion of
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col 1:13–14).
Reflection:
You may want to sing the short chorus ‘My Redeemer Lives’ while meditating on the
words.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 9, THURSDAY (Maundy Thursday)
Lent Meditation

Sharpening the Mind
“Solid food is for the mature, for those whose faculties have been trained by practice to
distinguish good from evil” (Hebrews 5:14)
Hearing and reading the Word of God are important and effective spiritual exercises. So
also is studying it. Reading the Bible has been likened to a tourist who hops from one
tourist attraction to another to catch the high points while studying the Bible is like a
pilgrim’s journeys in the same direction but taking in the details – pausing, exploring,
focusing, imagining.
I have become convinced over a number of years now that the way we think on a daily
basis is the most potentially life-transforming area of any Christian’s life. Sadly, at the
same time it is also the area where the most damage seems to occur. The mind appears
to be a ‘battlefield’ where we can know defeat and victory all in the same day! The good
news is that God’s Word has the power to change your thinking and transform your life.
The way you think affects the way you act. The way you act defines the way you live.
The discipline of study is central to the whole process of renewing the mind in such a
way that we can respond in appropriate ways to the truths of God’s Word. Study of
Scripture involves not only reading, but active involvement in observation,
interpretation, and application of its contents. This discipline also includes devotional
reflection on the beauties and intricacies of nature as well as exposure to gifted writers
and teachers in the past and present.
Although thinking/studying isn’t an easy activity, it is possible to train our minds to think
more and better. Rich dividends await the trained mind. The most important aspect to
study, therefore, is not what we do, but in what God does with our minds. Robert
Mulholland has this to say: “We come to the [Bible] text with an openness to hear, to
receive, to respond, to be a servant of the Word rather than a master of the text.”
Over to you
Examine Matthew 23:23-39 and John 5:39 to find out how the Pharisees and the
teachers of the Law manage to study the Scripture so well but miss out on what God is
saying.
Prayer
O Father, please help me to work up a good appetite and join the Apostles and others in
Scripture in ‘eating’ the Book. May it be as necessary to me as my daily food. Amen.
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APR 10, FRIDAY

Rom 4–5 & 8:31b–34; Gal 3:1–13

Death and Resurrection

Rom 5:1–2

Justification
The word ‘justification’ is a legal term meaning ‘not guilty’. Therefore, if an accused is
justified, he is acquitted, found ‘not guilty’ and freed from the charge.
God, the Supreme Judge, has similarly declared us ‘not guilty’. We are JUSTIFIED when
we place our faith/trust in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. This is
God’s gift of grace — God’s unmerited favour, freely given to us.

“If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave Him
up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things? Who
will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who
then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”
Rom 8:31b –34
Reflection:
God’s Gift of G.R.A.C.E. – a Gift Received At Christ’s Expense

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 10, FRIDAY (Good Friday)
Lent Meditation

Sacrificial Service: the Way of the Cross
Who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant ... and became
obedient to death – even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6,7,8)
Read Philippians 2:1-8
Jesus Christ, Son of God, the Second Person of the Trinity. Equal with God. Yet He did
not cling on to it. He gave it all up, emptied himself of all the privileges, the status, the
power, the omniscience, the omnipresence, the omnipotence, to become a human
being. Restricted in a body that felt pain and exhaustion, hunger and thirst, joy and
sorrows. Confined to time and space.
In making this willing choice, Jesus became the Servant par excellence, the example of
what it means to serve God and others. Jesus’ servanthood is the way of the cross,
service that is sacrificial. He went beyond simply carrying out acts of service to giving up
His life on the cross as the sacrifice for our sins, the ultimate act of service for human
beings, His creation whom He loves.
With Jesus’ example before us, we are called to become a community of sacrificial
service. We are called to follow our Lord in emptying ourselves of all that will hinder us
from serving Him and others freely as servant: attitudes that bind us to worldly status
symbols, our egos whose satisfaction must be given priority, our desires for recognition.
In that emptiness we then take up the cross, and allow God to fill it with His compassion,
His love, His grace so that we may truly be servants of our Lord Jesus Christ who loved us
and gave His life as a ransom for us.
Over to You
As you observe Good Friday today, reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for you and
give thanks for it. Ask the Lord to show you what there is in your life that hinders you
from being free to be a servant. Pray for grace to surrender these things to God.

Prayer
Father, thank You for Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for me. Please teach me to serve in
ways that are sacrificial and to help my community to be one that serves sacrificially. In
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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APR 11, SATURDAY

Eph 4:17–29; Rom 12:9–21; Phil 1:1–30

Death and Resurrection

Phil 1:6

Sanctification
Justification is instantaneous and credited (imputed) to us by God through faith in Jesus
Christ. Sanctification, however, is a process of transformation – becoming Christ-like.
Sanctification is related to the word saint; both words having to do with holiness. To
sanctify a person is to be set apart to be holy, dedicating and living our lives to please
and honour God.
God predestined that we be conformed to the image of His Son – to be like Jesus. This
process is life-long, started by and to be completed by God’s power working in every
believer, helping us both “to will (have a desire) and to do (obey) according to his good
purpose” Phi 2:13.
All of us are on this road of progressive sanctification – “Being confident of this, that He
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”
(Phil 1:6).
Reflection:
All of us are on this path of progressive sanctification. In what area of your life do you
sense God’s leading & guidance?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 11, SATURDAY
Lent Meditation

Discipline in the Church
Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.
But watch yourself, or you yourself may also be tempted. (Galatians 6:1)
If we could practice personal discipline perfectly and be accountable to God and to His
church, there may not be a need for church discipline. Unfortunately, this is unlikely due
to our inherent human weaknesses on this side of heaven. Thus, we need to consider
how we may gently restore our fallen brethren.
It is often such a painful process that in many occasions, leadership would rather opt to
give the fallen brethren “the benefit of the doubt” or “hate the sin but love the sinner”
stance. Thus, sin is often tolerated. John MacArthur warns that the results of ignoring
church discipline are catastrophic: “Gross public sin is overlooked, ignored and
tolerated. The fellowship of believers deteriorates to the point where it is
indistinguishable from the unbelieving world. And self-deceived sinners happily remain
in the local church, unaware of their need for true repentance and faith.”
Restoration is delicate work and people involved in the process need to have the right
spirit of love and humility. The godly restorer understands that he is not stooping down
to raise another up to his level. Rather he is coming alongside as a friend to help a
brother back to his feet. Keith Drury wrote, “Restorers are meek people - a blend of
strength and tenderness - strong enough to set the broken bone, yet gentle enough to
avoid hurting the patient more than necessary as they do it.”
Over to You
Do you have a brother or sister who needs to be corrected in love? To love genuinely
love is not to be nice, but to seek the best for the beloved. Do so, but with love and
gentleness.
Prayer
Lord, help us to love as You loved and where restoration is necessary, grant us wisdom.
Amen.
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APR 12, SUNDAY (Easter Sunday)

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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APR 13, MONDAY

Rom 6:1–14; 2 Co 5:17; Col 3:1–3; Gal 2:20

Holy Communion and Baptism

Rom 6:4; Gal 3:26–28

Baptism
Baptism is an act of obedience to the command of Christ (Mat 28; 19:20). It is:
1. A public declaration of one’s faith in Jesus Christ – as a believer and as a follower.
2. A seal of ownership – that one now belongs to Jesus Christ.
3. A symbolic identification with Christ’s burial and resurrection. Immersion identifies
us with Christ’s death on the cross, and as Christ rose again from death, so we rise
to a new life in Christ. (Rom 6:4)
4. An admission into Christ's Body – the baptised person is brought into the family of
God, joined with other believers (1 Co 12:12–13).
Reflection:
• Baptism is just the beginning, having died to our old sinful self and rising to the new
life with Him.
• We must now go on and live out that new life (2 Co 5:17).
• Are there areas in our life that we need to work on?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 14, TUESDAY

Mat 26:17–29; Luk 22:14–20

Holy Communion and Baptism

Joh 1:29

Holy Communion: The New Covenant Inaugurated
The Passover feast is the historical background for the Lord's Supper. In Exo 12, the
blood of the Passover lamb was painted on the Israelites’ door frames, causing the angel
of death to pass over their houses, sparing the firstborn from death.
In the Old Covenant, animal blood was used to symbolically cleanse the people’s sins
(Heb 9:19–21). At the Last Supper, Jesus revealed that He was about to become the
Passover Lamb of God with “His blood … poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins" (Mat 26:28). Under this New Covenant, Jesus became the Passover Lamb, as
“Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people…” (Heb 9:28).
As we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we celebrate this New Covenant in which we
receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life through Christ's shed blood and broken body.
Reflection:
Pause to give thanks for what Jesus have done for you at Calvary.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 15, WEDNESDAY

Mar 14:12–25; 1 Co 11:23–26

Holy Communion and Baptism

Rom 5:8

Holy Communion: A Time to Remember, A Time to Proclaim
The Lord’s Supper looks back to the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. The elements of
bread and wine call us to remember His body that was broken for us and His blood shed
for the forgiveness of our sins. Christ said, “…do this in remembrance of me” (1 Co 11:
25).
The Lord's Supper is also an act of proclamation (1 Co 11: 26). In partaking of the bread
and wine we proclaim to ourselves, to others and to the world, that the death of Christ
is the foundation of our salvation and life.
Reflection:
Harmon Ridderbos says, “It is not merely a subjective recalling to mind, but an active
manifestation of the continuing and actual significance of the death of Christ.”
Every time we come to The Lord’s Table, it should be a time of recommitment “to work
out our salvation with fear and trembling.”
Has this been your experience?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 16, THURSDAY

1 Co 10:16–17; 11:17–34

Holy Communion and Baptism

1 Co 10:17

Holy Communion: A Time to Look Inward and to Look Around
Our participation in the sacrament is an opportunity to review our lives (1 Co 11:28).
Every time we come to the Lord’s Table should be a time of recommitment to follow and
live the “new life” in Jesus.
Paul explains that in partaking of the cup and bread at the Lord's Supper, we are
"sharing" in the blood and body of Christ” (I Co 10:16) and “Because there is one loaf,
we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf” (1 Co 10:17).
By participating together in the Lord’s Supper, we come as one body in Christ and one
with one another. We realize we are one with the body of Christ, and therefore it is also
a time to examine our relationship with one another and if necessary, to seek
forgiveness and reconciliation with one another before the Lord.
Reflection:
It is always more meaningful to celebrate the Lord’s Supper with a community of
believers.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 17, FRIDAY

Luk 22:14–21; Rev 19:6–9; Mat 25:1–13

Holy Communion and Baptism

Rev 19:7

Holy Communion: A Time to Look Ahead
The Lord’s Supper is also an act of anticipation of the second coming of Jesus Christ.
When He partook of the Last Supper with His disciples, He said, “For I tell you, I will not
eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God” (Lk 22:16), and “For I tell you I
will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes” (Lk 22:18).
This is not merely a feast of remembrance but also of hope, that one day soon, our Lord
and Savior will come again and we will be at the “wedding supper of the Lamb” (Rev
19:9). The meal which we celebrate today is merely a foretaste of that glorious banquet
to come when Jesus returns.
Reflection:
“For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready.”
(Rev 19:7)
How are we making ourselves ready for the Bridegroom’s coming and the heavenly
banquet to follow?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 18, SATURDAY
Holy Communion and Baptism

1 Co 11:17–34
1 Co 11:27–28

How Shall We Partake the Holy Communion?
Paul did not say that we have to be worthy to partake of the Supper, for none of us can
ever be worthy, but only that we should not partake in an “unworthy manner”.
“But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup” (1
Co 11:28). We are to examine our own heart for any unconfessed sins, bitterness,
unforgiveness toward another. It must not be allowed to become merely a repetitive
ritual but should be treated with proper respect and reverence, a sacred sacrament
instituted by Jesus.
Some Corinthians were using the communion supper as an opportunity for selfindulgence, which is why Paul mentioned about some getting drunk in 1 Co 11: 21.
Reflection:
Coming to the Lord’s Supper, we should observe it seriously and reverently, taking the
time and effort to reflecting on Christ’s sacrifice, examining ourselves and recommitting
afresh to Him.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 19, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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APR 20, MONDAY
Prayer and Spiritual Warfare

Isa 55; Psa 23 & 55
Isa 55:6; Heb 4:12

Power in Prayer through the work of the Holy Spirit:
1) Prayer Books
Introduction:
Power in prayer is, strangely enough, for those who humbly acknowledge they do not
know how to pray. The Holy Spirit is looking for such people so He can empower them in
prayer. There are many ways we can approach the Lord in prayer. Each one is important
and has its place in the Church and in our walk with God.

Prayer Books
There are many “prayer books” that we can use to help us to pray.
There is a prayer book in the Bible: it is called the Book of Psalms. When these prayers
are read with a heart that is truly seeking after God, the Holy Spirit can bring God’s word
to life. In other words, the words in the Bible have God’s supernatural power and life.
They are literally anointed by the Holy Spirit’s power.
Reflection:
Read Psalm 23 aloud and then try to rephrase this Psalm. Make it your own personal
prayer to God: “The Lord is (your name) shepherd ...”

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 21, TUESDAY

Gen 18:16–33; Act 12:1–19

Prayer and Spiritual Warfare

Rom 8:26–27

2) Intercessory Prayer
Intercession may be defined as ‘praying on behalf of others, under the power and
direction of the Holy Spirit, knowing there will be divine results.’
The concept:
1. Praying on behalf of someone you may or may not know personally or for a family
or community or even a nation.
2. Praying under the guidance and direction of the Holy Spirit. Many matters are far
beyond our understanding or ability to pray. At such times it is a comfort to know
we have a Helper Who will tell when, how and for whom to pray. Our part is just to
sense, obey and pray.
3. Praying with the conviction that there will be divine interventions. There are divine
results to intercessory prayer that can come in no other way. However, in a ‘mixedup world’ longer periods of time may be needed before evidence of God’s purpose
is forthcoming. Sometimes we even overlook God answering our prayers.
Reflection:
Who is the Lord calling you to intercede for in this season?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 22, WEDNESDAY
Prayer and Spiritual Warfare

Deu 6; Act 8:26–40
Rom 10:10

3) Directed Prayers
Many of us have had someone help or direct us in our first prayer as when little children
are taught to pray by their parents. We need to step out in faith, pray and see God work.
A heart-warming event:
A young man asked a visitor if he wanted to receive Christ as his Saviour.
“No, I am not ready yet,” the visitor replied.
The young man then asked, “Would you know what to pray when you are ready?
“No, I guess I wouldn’t,” was the visitor’s honest response. “Would you like to know?”
“Yes! I believe I would.”
The young man said, “Here is the prayer that you should pray. Just repeat after me.” He
then led the visitor in a simple ‘directed prayer’ of repentance. With tears in his eyes,
the young man received Christ as his Lord and Saviour.
That’s the powerful work of the Holy Spirit.
Reflection:
Is there anyone in your circle of influence whom you could ask about accepting Jesus
into his/her life? If so, pray and step out in faith.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 23, THURSDAY

Psa 2; Phi 1; Jam 4

Prayer and Spiritual Warfare

Jam 4:2–3

4) Shopping-List Prayers
Another form of prayer is the “shopping list” approach. Some of us may have a list of
needs and desires which we bring to God in prayer. The list usually includes requests for
personal, family’s and friends’ needs. There’s nothing wrong with bringing all our
requests to God. James says, “We have not because we ask not” (Jam 4:2b).
However, James goes to say in 4:3: “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask
with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”
The motive for our prayers especially if very myopic, focusing only on ourselves and our
needs is not something that God delights in. Instead our ‘prayer shopping list’ should
also include people, things and events that God cares about: salvation for the lost, love,
truth, righteousness, the poor, widows and orphans. God delights to hear and bless such
prayers.
Reflection:
“Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.”
(Bob Pierce, founder of World Vision)

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 24, FRIDAY
Prayer and Spiritual Warfare

Jer 23; 1Co 14
Jer 23:18

5) Prophetic Prayers
The Holy Spirit gives the words; we speak them to others in prayer – this is prophetic
prayers. It enables us to “think God’s thoughts.” This is birthed and expressed through
prayer. Praying and prophesying are closely linked as seen in the lives of the prophets.
Looking at the prophet Jeremiah’s life, we see that his primary role was praying, not
prophesying, spending more time speaking to God than to man. Prophetic prayer and
ministry cannot be rushed; proper preparation and foundation in prayer before God are
essential. Without it, words of so-called ‘prophecies’ become shallow, error- prone and
one may even fall prey to spirits of deception.
It has been suggested that for every minute of prophecy there should be many hours of
prayer. It is only out of the womb of prayer (Jer 23:22) that God’s true word is birthed
forth.
Reflection:
Everyone can pray but only some are called to prophesy.
Are you praying? Are you called to prophesy?

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 25, SATURDAY

2 Ch 20:1–28; Eph 6; 2 Co 10:1–6

Prayer and Spiritual Warfare

2 Co 10:3–4

6) Spiritual Warfare
If you think spiritual warfare is irrelevant to you, the battle is already lost. Paul states in
Eph 6:12 that there is an unseen spiritual battle being fought. Much wisdom and
discernment are needed to understand the spiritual realm and not to label everything as
demonic.
When do we engage in spiritual warfare?
1) By recognising what is not of God.
2) By knowing and identifying what is outside the normal physical realm.
3) When prompted by the Holy Spirit.
The main purpose of putting on the armour of God (Eph 6: 11-17) is to get us ready and
prepared for prayer, to call unto God and push back the darkness. Satan, the strong man
(Mk 3:27) must be bound before he will surrender his territory to Christ’s claim. We are
all in a spiritual battle fought “not (with) the weapons of the world. On the contrary,
they have divine power to demolish strongholds.” (2Co 10:3-4).
Reflection:
We need to put on daily the whole armour of God (Eph 6:13-17) as a good soldier in
God’s army. Note: Prayer is part of God’s armour.

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 26, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher
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APR 27, MONDAY

Psa 24; Joh 4:19–25; Rev 4:9–11

Worship

Joh 4:24

What is Worship?
Worship is a privilege given to us and made possible by Jesus’ death on the cross for us, so
that we can come before the Almighty God to glorify Him and to declare His worth-ship.
The word worship originates from the:
• English word “worth-ship” or “worthiness”.
• Greek word “proskuneo” – to kiss the hand/kneel/prostrate in reverence towards.
We are to ascribe honour and glory to God because He alone is worthy.

Worship is never about us, our music or style. The focus of worship must be on God the
Almighty, our Lord, King and Maker.
The Westminster Shorter Catechism:
Q. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man's chief end is to glorify (worship) God, and to enjoy Him forever.
Prayer:
Pray that we may truly know the Lord Whom we worship and how to worship Him in spirit
and in truth.
Songs:
1. Majesty, worship His majesty
2. Build my life (Worthy of every song we could ever sing)

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 28, TUESDAY

Rom 12:1–21; 1 Pe 2:1–10; 1 Sa 15:1–25

Worship

Rom 12:1

Life of Worship
The apostle Paul called us “to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God
— this is our spiritual act of worship.” Worship is an act and attitude of giving ourselves
whole-heartedly to God—mind, body and spirit (Rom 12:1–2).
Under the OT Law, offering animal sacrifices was an act of worship to God. Today, in
Christ, we are the temple (2Co 3:16) and we are all priests “offering spiritual (living)
sacrifices to God” (1Pe 2:5,9).
Being a ‘living sacrifice’ requires constant re-dedication, and this stands in stark contrast
to the animals which were killed. Prophet Samuel declared in 1 Sam 15:22: “To obey is
better than sacrifice, and to heed (listen) is better than the fat of rams.”
Reflection:
1. How can I offer my worship as a living sacrifice to God? How can this be done in my
family, church, market place, place of study etc.?
2. Make deliberate choices to worship God.
Songs: (Meditate on the words)
1. All to Jesus I surrender
2. I give You my heart (This is my desire)

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 29, WEDNESDAY

Psa 145:1–21; Job 40:1–42:6

Worship

1Ch 16:28–29

God is Bigger than our Worship
Worship, when done thoughtlessly, makes God seem ordinary, simple, and ‘safe’. In
doing so, our worship loses something profound – it loses the awe, mystery and
reverential fear.
Throughout the Bible, people have pondered the vast unsearchable nature of God and
have never been able to put God in a box. From Job to David, Isaiah to Paul, we are
reminded that God is both known yet unknowable, always close (immanent) yet He can
exist apart from His creation (transcendent), divine yet taking on human flesh.
God cannot be constrained by our liturgies, songs, or our acts of service.
“Safe? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course He isn’t safe. But He’s good. He’s the
King, I tell you.” C.S. Lewis.
Reflection:
Q: Have I unknowingly limited God in my own ‘comfortable’ preferred style of worship?
Prayer:
Help me, Lord, to approach You with awe, wonder, and godly fear each time I worship.
Song:
Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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APR 30, THURSDAY
Worship

Psa 95; Phi 2:5–11
Psa 95:6

Expressions of Worship: Bowing Down
Worship is an outward response of a loving, living and reverential relationship with God.
There are many expressions of worship: singing, clapping, lifting hands, dancing etc. One
expression of worship is to bow down.
The Hebrew word for worship “Shahchah” means ‘to bow down’ or ‘fall face down’.
Abraham bowed down and worshipped God (Gen 18:2). Joshua fell to his feet when
faced with the captain of the Lord of hosts (Jos 5:14).
When I bow down in reverence, I am
• humbling myself before an awesome God
• submitting to His will
My outward posture should reflect my inward attitude towards God.
Reflection:
Pause to worship God. Adopt the posture of bowing down. Come to Him with a humble
and contrite heart (Psa 51:17) and pour out your heart to Him.
Songs:
1. I bow my knees before Your throne
2. He is Lord, He is Lord

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 1, FRIDAY

Psa 149; 2 Chr 20; Rev 5

Worship

Rev 5:13

Other expressions of worship
Other Hebrew words for expressions used in the Bible for praise and worship.
1. “Yadah” - confess, throw out the hand with rejoicing, to revere with extended hands.
Focuses on declaring and recognizing God’s attributes or works.
2. “Barak” - kneel, bless, salute, adore. It is an attitude of reverence and quietness
before God.
3. “Zamar” - pluck the strings of instruments. To celebrate in song accompanied by
musical instruments.
True worship finally is rooted in Christ. We respond with our heart, soul and spirit for
who He is and what He has done.
God does not need our worship. However, He choose and invites us to praise and
worship Him. As we enthrone Him in worship, He must have full freedom to move and
to act.
Reflection:
In your quiet times/corporate worship, step out without reservation/inhibition to praise
and worship God as led and prompted by the Holy Spirit.
Songs:
1. Let everything that has breath
2. I will come and bow down

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD
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MAY 2, SATURDAY

Exo 34:4-28; Zep 3:14-17

Worship

Exo 34:6-8

Worship begins and ends at His Word
Worship finds its beginning and end in the Word of God. When God’s glory passed
Moses by, it was not with music nor lights. Rather, we read that God’s glory was
proclaimed through His word. We read that Moses, at this proclamation, responded
with worship (Exo 34:8)
Yet God empowers us to make music, combine it with His Word, and to sing it. Why is
this so? Because God Himself sings (Zep 4:17b). ‘Through music, God allows the vaguest
form of communication to be coupled with the greatest Truth’ (Harold M. Best). The
purpose of music in worship is to unite His church, awaken our emotions, and engrave
on our souls, that which is most important: His Word.
Reflective action:
• Write a short chorus to the Lord
• As much as possible, use direct phrases/ themes from the Bible
• Write your Biblical references beside each line or two
• Sing your composition to the Lord

P.R.A.Y

PRAY | READ & REFLECT | APPLY | YIELD

182

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020

MAY 3, SUNDAY

Sunday Worship Celebration
Scripture Passage
Preacher

183

READING THROUGH THE BIBLE TOPICALLY 2020
MAR
Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

6

Sat

7

Sun

Fri

8
9
10
11
12
13

Mat 1–2
Joh 1–2
Col 1:15-20; Joh 10:25-38
Phi 2
Heb 4

5
6
7
8
9
10

Sat

14

Joh 17

11

Sun

15

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

Jdg 6-7, Isa 26, Phi 4
Gen 22:1-18, Exo 16
Mat 14:13-21
Exo 15:22-27, 2 Ki 5
Joh 11:1-45

APR I L

Exo 17:1-16; 1 Sa 17:1-54
Exo 25:1-8; 2 Ch 7:1-3
Joh 14:15-21
Psa 59; Jos 5
Rom 9:25-29; Jam 5:1-9

Mon
Tue

1
2
3
4

12

Luk 15; 18:9–14
Luk 6:46–49; 12:16–21
Luk 16:1–9; Mat 25:1–13
Luk 7:36–50; 10:25–37
Luk 11:5–13; 18:1–8
Mat 18:21–35; 21:33–41;
Mat 25:14–46; Luk 16:19–31

Easter Sunday

Mon

16

Joh 3:1–21, 14:1–14

13

Tue
Wed

17
18

14
15

Thu

19

Mar 7:1–23; Mat 5:17–20
Mat 5:1–12; Luk 6:17–26
Mat 18:1–10; Mar 10:13–16
Luk 21:1–4; Mat 25:31–46

16

1 Co 10:16–17; 1 Co 11:17–34

Fri

20

Luk 11:1–3; Mat 6:5–24

17

Sat

Luk 14:25-35; Mat 18:15–35

Mon

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

2 Sa 12:1–22; Jer 18:1–10

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Tue

31

Mat 13

28

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

Wed
Thu
Fri
SAT
SUN

Mat 8:23–27; Exo 14:10–31
Joh 6:1–13; 2 Ki 4:1–7
Luk 17:11–19; 2 Ki 5:1–19
Joh 5:1–15; 2 Ki 20:1–11
Luk 7:11–18; 2 Ki 4:8–36
Mar 9:14–29; Eph 6:10–18

29
30
1
2
3

Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

1 Co 15; Rom 10
Rom 1: 14–17; Psa 103
Lev 16; Heb 9–10
Col 1:13–23; Eph 1:3–11
Rom 4–5, 8:31b–34; Gal 3:1–13
Eph 4:17–29; Rom 12:9–21
Phil 1:1–30
Rom 6:1–14; 2 Co 5:17
Col 3:1–3; Gal 2:20
Mat 26:17–29; Luk 22:14–20
Mar 14:12–25; 1 Co 11:23–26

Sun

Wed

Luk 22:14–21; Rev 19:6–9
Mat 25:1–13
1 Co 11:17–34

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

Isa 55; Psa 23 & 55
Gen 18:16–33; Act 12:1–19
Deu 6; Act 8:26–40
Psa 2; Phi 1; Jam 4
Jer 23; 1 Co 14
2 Ch 20:1–28; Eph 6; 2 Co 10:1–6

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun

Psa 24; Joh 4:19–25; Rev 4:9–11
Rom 12:1–21; 1 Pe 2:1–10
1 Sa 15:1–25
Psa 145:1–21; Job 40:1–42:6
Psa 95; Phi 2:5–11
Psa 149; 2 Chr 20; Rev 5
Exo 34:4-28; Zep 3:14-17

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
SAT
SUN

“He appointed twelve that

they might be with him

and that He might send them out to preach
and to have authority to drive out demons.”
Mark 3:14-15

SSMC KEY DATES 2020
1 Feb
10 APR
12 Apr
24 May
24 MAY
25 - 28 jun
5 JUL
23 AUG
11 Oct
25 oct
14 NOV
26 – 28 nov
29 NOV
20 dec
25 dec
31 dec

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

(*KEY EVENTS)

CNY Community Visitation
Good Friday*
Easter Sunday*
45th Anniversary Gift Day Celebration*
Hari Raya Community Visitation
Church Camp*
1st Baptism & Membership Service
DG Sunday*
Children’s Church Sunday
MSF Sunday
Deepavali Community Visitation
Vacation Bible School (VBS)
2nd Baptism & Membership Service
Community Christmas Open House*
Christmas Celebration*
Covenant Watchnight Service*
Some dates are subject to change
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